REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 07, 2025 at 5:30 PM

Council Meeting Room, 101 North State Street,
Abbeville, Louisiana 70510

AGENDA

NOTICE POSTED: October 6, 2025 at 4:00 P.M.

REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS
Call to Order by Mayor
Roll Call by Kathy Faulk
Prayer
Pledge

PUBLIC COMMENTS
(To allow comments on any of the following items prior to action.)

MINUTES AND APPROVAL OF BILLS
1 To approve the minutes from the regular City Council meetings held on August 5, 2025 and August
19, 2025 and the Committee meeting held on August 19, 2025.

2. To ratify bills paid in the month of September 2025.

NEW BUSINESS
1 To approve a variance from the mobile home ordinance to move a 2007 mobile home from 610
Putnam to 1718 Fairmont. The variance is needed due to the age of the mobile home.

2. To approve a special event permit for Les Amis du Francais en Vermilion to hold the Fit for French
Fun Walk on November 1, 2025 from 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM.

3. To approve the special event permit for Junior Auxiliary of Vermilion to hold the Jack O Lantern
Jubilee on October 31, 2025 from 4 PM to 8 PM in front of the Courthouse.

4. To adopt a requesting resolution for the Airport Capital Improvement Plan.

5. To authorize the Mayor to execute all necessary documents pertaining to the Technical Support
funding grant from Louisiana Main Street. The grant is in the amount of $18,000.00.

6. To ratify payment of the invoice from Control Devices, Inc. in the amount of $17,468.80 for
maintenance and repairs to Pete Noel Electrical Substation and Rodeo Road Electrical Substation.

7. To approve the quote from Sunbelt Solomon in the amount of $31,080.00 for transformers for stock.

8. To approve the quote from Glenn Lege Construction Inc. in the amount of $6,463.38 to repair the

broken manhole at the intersection of Main and Lafayette.

OLD BUSINESS
1. Update and discussion with Sellers & Associates pertaining to the Fiscal Year 2021 LCDBG Sewer
Rehabilitation Project and to authorize action if needed.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND UPDATES
1. Engineers
Attorney

Public Works Director

Mayor

Police Chief

Fire Chief
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

2.
3
4. Parks and Recreation Coordinator
5
6
7

1. Council Members



EXECUTIVE SESSION
1. Executive session to discuss pending litigation.

ADJOURN
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
if you need special assistance, please contact
Mayor Roslyn White's office at 337-893-8550,
describing the assistance that is necessary.

Livestream at: https://www.youtube.com/@ CityofAbbevilleLA



https://www.youtube.com/@CityofAbbevilleLA

City of Abbeville
Regular Meeting
August 5, 2025

The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on August 5, 2025 at 5:30
PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street,
Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor presiding.

Members Present: Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady
Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony
Hardy
Members Absent: None
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

Mike Hardy, Police Chief

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

Cristian Leleune, Digital Media Assistant

Kim Touchet, Engineer

Todd Vincent, Engineer

Evan Touchet, City Hall Intern

Coeyn Wise, former City Hall Intern

Jordan Henagan, Attorney-Borne, Wilkes & Rabalais
Ahmed Soussi, Attorney- Southern Poverty Law Center
Pastor Kevin Williams

Marilyn Mitchell,

Felicia Williams

Linda Williams Cockrell

Ravin St. Julien

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call. She asked Pastor Kevin
Williams to lead the assembly in prayer and asked Mr. Evan Touchet to lead those assembled in
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any agenda item prior to action. Ms.
Marilyn Mitchell asked the City Council to deviate from the agenda to include the NAACP map
since it is not on the agenda. Mayor White stated that it is the Mayor who sets the agenda and
she will allow the presentation of the map during the hearing process. Bart stated that there is
no reason to amend the agenda because discussion will be allowed during the public hearing
and the map can be discussed at that time.

Mr. Coeyn Wise discussed his experiences as a City Hall Intern. He discussed the various things
he worked on and the different departments he worked in during his one-year internship. He
discussed the valuable things he learned and saw what it takes to be a public servant. It ignited
a fire in him and a calling to serve his community. He thanked the Mayor and City Council for
his time as the City Hall Intern.

Mayor White stated that the City of Abbeville recently received the Louisiana Municipal
Association Community Achievement Award for Outstanding Community Improvement in
Community Development 2024 at the Louisiana Municipal Association annual Convention. The
application that was submitted was for the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement Project.



She distributed a plaque to each Council member.

-01 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the
minutes from the regular City Council meetings held on May 20, 2025, June 3, 2025, June 17,
2025, July 1, 2025 and July 15, 2025 and the Committee meeting held on July 15, 2025. The
motion carried unanimously.

-02 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to ratify bills paid in
the month of July 2025. The motion carried unanimously.

-03 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the June
2025 budget to actual report. The motion carried unanimously.

-04 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to enter into a public
hearing to receive comments from the public on an ordinance to reapportion the districts in
accordance with federal and state law and an ordinance to amend Section 13-50, Loitering, to
add prohibition of sleeping on public property. The motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

a. An ordinance to reapportion the districts in accordance with federal and state law.

Ahmed Soussi presented the NAACP map and other documents to the City Council. He had also
had a video presentation so that those in the audience could view the documents. Mr. Soussi
represents the NAACP. Last time he spent his time speaking about the proportionality issue with
the map that you are considering right now. There is an alternative that provides true equal
voting. Even though our current lawsuit is not about gerrymandering, this new map you are
having the ability to reinforce that same issue. Last time there was a discussion about him using
buzz words. Cracking is diluting the voting power by groups by separating them into districts.
There is another issue called packing. That is when you put everyone into certain districts to only
allow them to influence one. He discussed these in great details including examples. The black
total population for District D is 60%. The voting age population is at 56%. There is a problem
because you are putting so many black voters in that one district. You are diluting their ability to
influence others. Almost three-fourths of the population of District D is black. It doesn’t have to
be. You decided to keep the same map after the 2020 census. The problem with your map now
is that District D does not change. The role of redistricting is on the City. You have the power. If
you don’t do it constitutionally, a judge can step in. Why pass a map is that unproportional and
packs black voters into one district? There is another alternative which is the Vermilion NAACP
map. This is a different map than we sent in 2022. We listened to your feedback that you
wanted something similar. That is what this map is. It has a similar configuration. The map is
proportional and it unpacks District D. There is a 200-person swing in the map that you are
considering. Elections are very close here in Abbeville and every vote matters. Every district has
a 1% deviation with the NAACP map. The NAACP map tells constituents that you believe in their
voice.

Ravin St. Julien asked that Councilman Campbell to make a motion to amend the agenda to move
item #3 to be decided at a later date in September because the full Council was not provided or
overlooked the NAACP map until a week ago. Your map for District D did not change and the
reason the lawsuit came about was because of District D. We need to make it equal for all
districts. This would allow the City Council to be able to look at the map.



Felicia Williams stated that she agrees with everything that was said. District D has been packed.
One person, one vote. It has never been changed. Everyone should matter. At this point, that
doesn’t show that. The districts are unequal. The districts are all equal with the NAACP map.

We are here to appeal to your conscience to do what is right. Why can’t we have equal districts?
This summer our kids didn’t have anything to do. When we talk about redistricting, services
come with it.

Linda William Cockrell asked that the Council please consider everything that has been said.
Proportionality is important. One vote, one person. The NAACP map will make the City better. It
is the right thing for all people.

Marilyn Mitchell stated that she first came in 2021 when the Council was talking about the map.
How long does it take for a map to be changed? It is about population and not about race. We
hope it gets resolved today and everybody will be happy and we can go to the next level.

Bart Broussard stated that this originated with the argument that our districts were
unconstitutional because of Carlton Campbell’s at large seat. The argument was made that it
was unconstitutional because you can’t have an at large seat. Then they moved on to the new
argument of the deviation of one person, one vote. Tonight, we heard a different argument from
Mr. Soussi about packing. If he thought that there was an issue with packing in District D, he
could have filed his lawsuit and made a separate claim. You can make multiple claims in one
lawsuit. It appears to him that this is a moving target for them and they just keep changing their
argument. The City Council can do what they want. We have very experienced lawyers that have
given us their advice. Based on the lawsuit that is currently filed, the map that has been worked
on by our lawyers and our engineers and the Mayor satisfies the constitution. They can amend
their lawsuit or file another claim. If packing would have been a big issue, it would have been a
part of the lawsuit.

Jordan Henagan represents the City in the lawsuit filed by the Vermilion chapter of the NAACP
which is about the voting districts. She overlayed the plaintiff’s map over the City’s map. There
are a few components of the NAACP map that could be interpreted as gerrymandering. That is
not the subject of this lawsuit. This new district that they create takes from all four districts
which is an unnecessary alteration. The Supreme Court has recently indicated that they are
inclined to support maps that tweak current districts minimally instead of redrawing entirely new
districts which leads to voter confusion and issues that we spoke about before. Despite the fact
that Mr. Soussi says there are just a few tweaks here and there, he makes an entirely new district
which pulls from all four districts. It cuts off part of our community of interest which is the
Martin Luther King Drive corridor. It divides this corridor. With regard to packing and cracking,
that is an entirely different cause of action. That is not the cause of action that they sued about.
She does not think that there is any validity to their argument. |f there was a viable lawsuit that
District D packed and/or cracked, that would have been brought with the initial lawsuit. They
filed suit under the 14" amendment: one person, one vote principle. This principle doesn’t look
at race or packing or cracking. It simply looks at number of people: population. Councilman
Plaisance asked about how many voters would be moved with this new district. Jordan stated
that we look at people, not voters. Councilman Plaisance asked how many people are we
moving. Jordan stated that the court looks at the maximum deviation percentage. Anything
under 10% is presumed to be constitutional. The legal burden shifts to the plaintiff to show why
the City’s proposed map would be unconstitutional. In this case, with the City’s new map, we are
well under that threshold. Should Judge Summerhayes decide that the City Council did a good
job, he would look to the plaintiff for their explanation as to why the map is unconstitutional.
That would be the next process. Councilman Campbell asked Jordan to further explain about the



maximum deviation and what the court would look at. Jordan stated that he would look at all
the tables too. He would have all the information when reviewing the City’s proposed map. He
also looks at other redistricting principles that are considered when drawing a map. We looked
at those other principles like compactness of the district and whether the districts are contiguous
And do they split communities of interest like historical neighborhoods or historical preservation.
Councilman Campbell asked Mr. Soussi about cracking and if that is the same thing as
gerrymandering. Mr. Soussi stated that both packing and cracking can be gerrymandering.
Councilman Plaisance stated that we are having all these discussions and all we are talking about
is equality and equal voting. Jordan stated that the main issue with the NAACP map is that it
ignores other principles that go into a district. It splits communities of interest. It splits the MLK
corridor. It unnecessarily takes from all of the districts and moves it into another district. SPLC
has admitted it is trying to create a black opportunity district. The Supreme Court has indicated
that any form of race driven apportionment is illegal. The fact that they have admitted that they
are trying to make some sort of race-based decision when redrawing these lines is problematic.
The City’s map avoids those issues. We move what we minimally need to move to come under
the maximum deviation and it doesn’t split our communities of interest. Mayor White said that
she quickly did the math and the NAACP map moves about 678 people and the City map moves
about 596 people.

Pastor Kevin Williams stated that his concern is not how many blacks are in this district and how
many whites are in this district. We shouldn’t represent the minimum but the maximum. If the
Council does not fully understand the numbers, then they are not ready to vote. You need to be
well informed and ready to vote. If you are not there yet then table it. Do the maximum and not
the minimum for Abbeville.

b. An ordinance to amend Section 13-50, Loitering, to add prohibition to sleeping on public
property.

Bart explained that Councilman Broussard had requested for him to draft this ordinance. We
already have a loitering article so we just added another provision that prohibits sleeping on
public property. Councilman Broussard asked Chief Hardy to discuss this. Chief Hardy stated that
they have received several calls about people sleeping in the Square. The rest of them are
sleeping all over town. He doesn’t know if this ordinance will be effective. If somebody is taking
a break during lunch and they fall asleep, they will not write them a ticket. If you are sitting
upright, it would be ok but if they are occupying the entire bench and no one else can use it, then
that is a problem. We have about 20 homeless in the City. 2 or 3 are in the Square. They sleep
there and bathe in the fountain. The rest mostly sleep at LaFitte Park. Councilman Plaisance
stated that we have no homeless shelter. Mayor White stated that there is another item later in
the agenda to assist with addressing the homeless. If you are not ready to move on this
ordinance, you can vote to table it when we get back in the regular meeting.

-05 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to close the public
hearing and reconvene the regular meeting. The motion carried unanimously.

Councilman Campbell asked which map will be presented. Mayor White stated that it is the City
map. Councilman Campbell asked how he could include both maps. Bart Broussard stated that a
motion could be made to include consideration of both maps.

-06 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to amend the
agenda to present the NAACP map in addition for consideration. The motion carried



unanimously.

Bart clarified that the item is to adopt an ordinance to reapportion the districts in accordance
with federal and state law and now there are two maps they can vote on. One is the map
proposed by the work of the City and the other one is the map proposed by the NAACP attorney.

Mayor White had prepared the following statement: “Mr. Soussi comes from a big town, a big
firm with has a whole litigation team and it is very impressive and she bets it is not inexpensive.
It is very fortunate that your clients don’t have to pay for your representation. We appreciate the
work that you are doing. You stated that the NAACP map that you created is better than the
City’s maps. In fact, you stated that they are nearly perfect, meaning zero deviation. But you
don’t live in Abbeville and | doubt you ever stepped foot in Abbeville before 2022. | am deeply
impressed with your availability for this community and for your impeccable timing. But | have
listened to you since 2022 and | have listened to you propose multiple maps and cite statistics
and varying concerns and demands over the last couple of years. You are very articulate and |
am sure you are quite a skilled litigator. We greatly appreciate the work that SPLC does. Itis
generous and we consider your deep concerns for our community. We have listened and
considered everything you have said. Now | will take a minute to talk to the community that
elected me to lead this City. The community that I live and work in every day. | am not an
attorney and | am far from a legal expert. This discussion may seem technical on the surface,
numbers and deviation percentages, but in truth what we are discussing strikes at the very heart
of democracy. How we draw the lines that define our voting districts and who we trust to draw
those lines fairly. Redistricting is not just a legal exercise; it is a moral one. It is about who gets
to be heard and it is about who gets a seat at the table. In 2022 the voters of Abbeville elected
the most diverse and equitable group of leaders that have ever served this City. | proudly serve
up here along side them as your Mayor. | do not get to vote tonight but personally | believe the
group of people sitting up here at this table are proof that democracy and our voting districts
work. | believed that in 2022 and | still believe it now. This Council is capable of doing the job
they were elected to do. Our community is more than numbers on a map. Cities are continuously
evolving. People move every day. The numbers today are different than they were in 2022, they
are different than they were last month and next month they will be different than they are
today. There is no perfect map. If this Council wants to get closer to zero, then | suggest you do
that. But | suggest that you use our maps and make some more adjustments to the lines to get
closer to zero. What | stated is why | believe that the district lines should be drawn by us; by our
own elected municipal legislature. Not by some outside firm with no real stake in our
community. Our Council are the ones who know our neighborhoods. They understand the
history behind each street and the people who live in it. They know which communities are
growing and which ones need better representation and how to keep our City united instead of
divided. When local leaders draw the lines, it is not about power it is about proximity. We are
accountable to the people in our districts every single day. We walk those same sidewalks,
attend the same churches and we hear the same concerns. That connection matters. Big law
firms may have experiences and resources but they don’t have relationships. They bring a
process but they don’t bring perspective. The kind of perspective that only voters who live here
can truly offer. This process is and always will be transparent, fair and most importantly local. |
ask you to trust the people that you elected not someone that you have never met to shape how
our community is represented. Because we draw our own lines, we don’t just shape maps; we
shape our own future”. That is what | wanted to say to you before you take a vote. You have two
maps proposed. | agree that we should get as close to zero as possible and | also agree that our
numbers today are not what they were in 2022 but we have to do it based on the numbers of
2022. You have a very hard decision in front of you and | support you in whatever decision you
make.



Mrs. Felicia Williams stated that she sat here and listened to the Mayor’s speech. She said that
Mayor White said she knows what people need better representation. Mayor White stated that
she said we. Mrs. Williams said she wanted to talk about you, Mayor White. Mrs. Williams
facilitates a tax service and she asked to use the facility on Veterans Memorial. Mayor White
stated that you can not speak about something that is not on the agenda. You can speak about
unfair representation but that item is not on the agenda. Mrs. Williams stated that all of them
need better representation. Mayor White stated that it will not be a back and forth but she
asked Mrs. Williams which district she votes in. Mrs. Williams stated that before she answers
that she will walk out of here because what Mayor White is saying is a lie. Mrs. Williams stated
that she is a volunteer in the community. How can you say you are for the people and you are
not? You said you ran on an open-door policy and your door is closed but is open to select
people. She stated that she is leaving now because she will not be disrespected by anyone. Mrs.
Linda Williams Cockrell stated that when Mayor White referred to the NAACP attorney not being
from Abbeville, we asked them to come represent us. When you said that, it was very
disrespectful. They asked SPLC to come represent us.

Councilman Hardy asked if we could go with the City map but ask that we get it even closer to a
zero percent deviation. Mayor White stated that is an option. Jordan wanted to remind the
Mayor and Council about the deadline of December 17, 2025 to submit the map to the Secretary
of State. Mayor White stated that we should be able get that by the next Council meeting.

Councilman Campbell stated that we would like to utilize the City maps to get as close to zero as
possible. There will be appeals. This is not the end of the discussion. No one will be satisfied.
The courts will have to decide how we will operate this City as far as voters are concerned. He
did some research and it was hard for him to find someone who was not able to qualify and run
in any district in Abbeville. The thing that he found was the lack of voters. Mayor White agreed
that the maps are not the problem, the voter turnout is the problem. We had 32% in 2022 and
12% in the last election. Councilman Campbell stated that we will get a chance again to vote on
the deviation in the future.

-07 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to table the decision
to adopt the ordinance and to bring the City map back with additional adjustments to get closer
to zero percent deviation.

SUBSTITUTE MOTION: introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance to accept the NAACP map as
presented. The motion failed for lack of a second.
Therefore, the original motion was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as follows:

YEAS: 4(Campbell, T. Broussard, B. Broussard, Hardy)
NAYS: 1(Plaisance)

ABSTAIN: 0

ABSENT: 0

Therefore, the original motion carried.

B. Broussard/Hardy
Ordinance 25-04

An ordinance to amend Section 13-50, loitering, to add prohibition to sleep on City property.
The motion was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as follow:

YEAS: 5(Campbell, T. Broussard, B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy)
NAYS: 0



ABSTAIN: 0
ABSENT: 0
Therefore, the motion carried unanimously.

-08 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve a special
event permit for T & T Sickle Cell Riders to hold a trail ride at the Red Barn on Sunday,
September 21, 2025 from 1:00 PM to 11:00 PM. The special event permit is needed to access
the City street. The motion carried unanimously.

-09 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve a special
event permit for Ms. Peanut’s Snowie Treats to hold a car show on Donald Frederick Boulevard
between East St. Victor and Prairie Avenue on September 27, 2025 from 10 AM to 3 PM. The
motion carried unanimously.

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the
accounting of the 2024 tax roll. The motion carried unanimously.

-11 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to appoint
Gibson Bessard, Sr. and Kimya Hill from the recommendation letter of ULL President, E. Joseph
Savoie to the Abbeville Fire and Police Civil Service Board.

SUBSTITUTE MOTION: introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis
Plaisance to appoint Gibson Bessard, Sr. and David Ashley from the recommendation letter of
ULL President E. Joseph Savoie to the Abbeville Fire and Police Civil Service Board.

The substitute motion was voted on first and the vote thereupon was as follows:

YEAS: 4(Campbell, B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy)
NAYS: 1(T. Broussard)

ABSENT: 0

ABSTAIN: 0

Therefore, the substitute motion carried so there was no need to vote on the original motion.

Hardy/B. Broussard
Resolution R25-23

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a cooperative endeavor agreement with the Boys
and Girls Club of Acadiana, Inc.

The motion carried unanimously.
-12 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to authorize the City
Attorney to proceed with filing suit to recover damages to a City owned vehicle as a result of an

accident on April 17, 2025. The motion carried unanimously.

Plaisance/Hardy
Resolution R25-24

A resolution to adopt the Hope to Home Initiative, a project to help the homeless in the City of
Abbeuville.

The motion carried unanimously.



Mayor White explained that it is illegal to donate public funds but there are some instances
under Title 7 that allow for the use for certain situations. We have had in freezes where we
opened a warming shelter. Thankfully the second time, a pastor opened a warming shelter so
the City did not have to staff it. We had the recent incident at Budget Inn where we had two
homeless people who had broken into the building and they wanted to go back where they were
from. Instead of putting them in jail, we bought them a bus ticket, let them collect their things
and then we sent them back home where they came from. She challenged Bart to write
something that we could put in place. It will be limited funds in the General Fund with very
restricted use. We will have a mechanism to help homeless people get home or to a shelter.

-13 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to purchase
one Miovision Scout Plus at a cost of $8,938.00 for traffic and speed data collection. The motion
carried unanimously.

-14 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to transition to
Lathem’s PayClock Time Keeping Software at a cost of $12,176.00. The motion carried
unanimously.

-15 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve payment of
the invoice from MMR in the amount of $8,181.52 for repairs to the North Bailey Lift Station.
The motion carried unanimously.

-16 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve the
invoice from BroadPoint Solution in the amount of $8,591.49 for the semi-annual servicing of 9
City generators. The motion carried unanimously.

-17 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve payment of
the invoice from F & R Air Conditioning, Inc in the amount of $9,600.00 to replace Unit A HVAC
system at City Hall. The motion carried unanimously.

-18 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve payment of
partial payment estimate number 3 payable to Ernest P. Breaux, LLC relative to the Runway
Lighting Upgrade Project. The motion carried unanimously.

-19 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the quote
from Stalker Radar in the amount of $8,535.00 to purchase three R Series LIDAR. The motion
carried unanimously.

-20 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve the
quote from Abbeville Auto Paint and Body in the amount of $6,663.82 to repair Police unit 595
that was involved in an accident. The motion carried unanimously.

Chief Hardy discussed the possibility of purchasing the property located at 107 S. Louisiana
Street. The property is located behind the current police station. He needs room for evidence,
training and showers. They are asking $183,500.00 for the property. He does not have money in
the budget this year for the purchase. Mayor White asked if Chief Hardy has had an appraisal
done on property. Chief Hardy stated that he talked to the lady and they are asking us to make
an offer.

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director
- Finished pothole repair project in Districts A and D. They are starting in District B.



- The Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive sidewalk project is almost finished.

- The water plant renovation project has started.

- We are working on the work order system that was approved last meeting. He
distributed a sheet from the current work order system that showed how many work
orders were called in by district.

- We had a safety meeting recently and it was about hurricane preparedness. We have a
plan in place. Pre-storm preparation costs the City a lot of money.

- Tree trimming started and we are almost finished on the west side. We are going to the
south side next.

- Councilman Campbell asked about the grass cutting. Chris stated that the grass is
growing faster with the rain so they are trying to keep up. Some workers come in on
Saturday to make overtime cutting grass. Willie has a list of 38 properties that have been
adjudicated to the Vermilion Parish Police Jury and they don’t take care of them. We
need to put more pressure on the police jury to be responsible. Citizens of Abbeville
shouldn’t be responsible for the police jury adjudicated property. If you see long grass,
99% of the time, it is a police jury adjudicated property. We have been busy with code
enforcement because it is the time of year where all the neighbors call in their neighbors
about tall grass.

- Budget Inn has been boarded and secured.

- The blood plasma center is about to break ground. They put up a portable fence along
their site next to McDonald’s. He was told by the general contractor that the old
Schwegmann property has been sold again. All the letters sent out are basically null and
void. However, they did get the letters and they are aware of the issue. He may be
meeting with the new owners tomorrow. The general contractor is trying to get them to
let him secure the building, fix the roof and clear the tree line.

- The Dollar Store on Park Avenue hired a guy to repair the fence. The job was not good.
He stopped him and made him apply for a permit. He has a contact now and he will meet
with the contractor to get the fence done according to the guidelines in the ordinance.

Mayor Roslyn R. White

- Provided report for the Park Director. Flag Football registration will end on August 24,
2025. Games are set to begin around September 15, 2025.

- First day of school is August 8, 2025 for a majority of our parish. August 15, 2025 Pre-K
and kindergarten begin. Please be mindful of bus stops and school zones.

- Coffee Talk with the Mayor is August 14, 2025. It will be at Royal Fitness Nutrition, 1400
Charity Street beginning at 7 AM. Special guest will be Roderick Darby to discuss the work
that the Vermilion Reach Group is doing.

- Abbeville Mayor’s Youth Council applications are being accepted until August 31, 2025.

- The Volleyball Jamboree is scheduled for September 6, 2025 at A. A. Comeaux Park.

- Uniquely U is scheduled for September 20, 2025 at A. A. Comeaux Park from 11 AM to 1
PM.

- You can sign up for the RAVE alert system.

Mike Hardy, Police Chief
- Received 21 AEDs from Homer Stelly with Homeland Security. We will have training for
the department in the next couple of weeks.

Jude Mire, Fire Chief
- Received 1 AED from Homer Stelly with Homeland Security.



Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr.
- Nice when the City goes to the Louisiana Municipal Association conference and gets
recognized for what is happening in our City. All employees deserve a lot of credit for the
positive recognition and award that was received.

Councilwoman Terry Broussard
- Had a very positive day last Saturday with Kalen Smith and all the guys. Thanked all the
organizations who were out there.

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned.

ATTEST: APPROVE:

Kathleen S. Faulk Roslyn R. White
Secretary-Treasurer Mavyor



City of Abbeville
Regular Meeting
August 19, 2025

The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on August 19, 2025 at 5:30
PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street,
Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor presiding.

Members Present: Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady
Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony
Hardy
Members Absent: None
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

Mike Hardy, Police Chief

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

Cristian Leleune, Digital Media Assistant

Kim Touchet, Engineer

Todd Vincent, Engineer

Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Director, QSA
Linda Williams Cockrell

Tara Touchet, Community Wellness

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call. She asked Ms. Linda
Williams Cockrell to lead the assembly in prayer and asked Councilman Campbell to lead those
assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any of the agenda items prior to action.
There were none.

-01 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve the July
2025 budget to actual report. The motion carried unanimously.

-02 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to ratify the costs, not
to exceed $25,000.00, to reroute the water line at the old Schwegmann property. The motion

carried unanimously.

-03 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to ratify the City’s
decision to exercise the first option to extend the intergovernmental agreement with the
Vermilion Parish Police Jury for the lease of the Cultural and Alliance Center. The motion
carried unanimously.

Bart’s opinion is that the City already exercised the option to renew for the first term by
remaining in the building and paying the rent.

Hardy/Plaisance
Resolution R25-25

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an electrical servitude agreement with Erath
Sugar Company.



The motion carried unanimously.

-04 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve a
special event permit for Community Wellness to hold the Community Wellness Volleyball
Jamboree on September 6, 2025 from 7 AM to 7 PM at Badon Field at A. A. Comeaux Park. The
motion carried unanimously.

-05 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve the
special event permit for BayouXchan and Bowzer Family to hold the Bowzer Trail ride and
Family Event beginning November 14, 2025 through November 16, 2025 at the Red Barn from
12 PM to 9 PM. The special event permit is needed for the trail ride to access the City street.
The motion carried unanimously.

B. Broussard/Campbell
Resolution R25-26

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute all documents pertaining to the GA Maintenance
2025 agreement for the airport.

The motion carried unanimously.

-06 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve change
order number 3 relative to the Graceland Avenue Street and Sidewalk Improvements Project.
The change order reduces the contract price by $17,256.62. The motion carried unanimously.

-07 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve
payment of partial payment estimate number 10 in the amount of $23,237.38 payable to Glenn
Lege Construction, LLC relative to the Graceland Avenue Street and Sidewalk Improvements
Project. The motion carried unanimously.

T. Broussard/Hardy
Resolution R25-27

A resolution of acceptance authorizing the Mayor to execute a notice of acceptance relative to
the Graceland Avenue Street and Sidewalk Improvements Project.

The motion carried unanimously.

-08 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve
change order number 1 relative to the Runway Lighting Upgrade Project at the airport. The
change order increases the contract price by $19,056.53. The motion carried unanimously.

-09 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve payment
of partial payment number 4 in the amount of $19,501.23 payable to Ernest P. Breaux
Electrical, LLC relative to the Runway Lighting Upgrade Project at the airport. The motion
carried unanimously.

Plaisance/T. Broussard
Resolution R25-28

A resolution of acceptance authorizing the Mayor to execute a notice of acceptance relative to



the Runway Lighting Upgrade Project.
The motion carried unanimously.

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve payment
of partial payment number 1 in the amount of $129,437.50 payable to Preferred Mechanical
LLC relative to the Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project. The motion carried
unanimously.

Mayor White requested the City Council members to submit two names for the Abbeville Harbor
and Terminal District Board to fill one vacancy created by the death of Tim Creswell. Mr.
Creswell’s term was to expire on June 30, 2028. The Council members submitted the names of
Michael Bertrand, Corey Lege and Leroy Plowden, Jr. Mayor White first took a vote for the first
name submitted, Michael Bertrand. She then took a vote for the second name submitted, Corey
Lege. Since both of those nominations carried, no vote was necessary for Leroy Plowden, Jr.

-11 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to submit the name of
Michael Bertrand to the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District to fill the vacancy created by the
death of Mr. Tim Creswell. The motion was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as

follows:
YEAS: 4(Campbell, B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy)
NAYS: 1(T. Broussard)
ABSENT: 0
ABSTAIN: 0

Therefore, the motion carried.

-12 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to submit the name of
Corey Lege to the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District to fill the vacancy created by the death
of Mr. Tim Creswell. The motion was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as follows:

YEAS: 4(T. Broussard, B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy)
NAYS: 1(Campbell)

ABSENT: 0

ABSTAIN: 0

Therefore, the motion carried.

-13 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the 2025
budget amount of $5,000.00 for the Hope to Home Initiative. The motion carried unanimously.

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

- The Dollar Store on Park Avenue is getting a new fence.

- The pothole patching project is complete in districts A, B and D. We are starting in district C
now.

- Changed the signage on Graceland Avenue since the project is nearly complete. He will one-
way Nugier as this was approved by the City Council a while back.

- Councilman Plaisance asked about the property that has been adjudicated to the city. Chris
stated that there are not as many as the police jury. Mayor White stated that she believes
that there are around 90 properties that have been adjudicated to the police jury in the city
limits. Councilman Plaisance asked about grass cutting of those properties adjudicated to
the city. Chris stated that the guys worked overtime on Sunday. They cut 38 properties.
That is their two-week cycle. There are another 38 properties on the next cycle. It is mostly
lawn mowing. Sometimes they have to get in there with a weed eater because you don’t



know what is in there. The ones that have been cut before, we know what is in there. Code
enforcement is a beast right now. The grass is growing and neighbors are reporting
neighbors. Some of these things are civil so we get with Bart and if he says it is civil we turn
it back over to the property owner to decide on their own what they will do. Councilman
Plaisance stated it would be a good idea to look at selling those properties. Mayor White
stated that we do everything legally that we can to offload properties. The properties that
we are stuck with are the ones that have not been through the legal process or the liens are
higher than the marketable title. The state legislature just passed a law that allows for the
creation of land trusts to deal with blighted properties in Louisiana. She was on a
conference call last week to see if this is an opportunity and how other states and cities have
used land trusts to transfer those properties’ clear title and get them marketable and put
them back on the market. She transferred the information over to Bart. It will not be a fast
process but you can probably expect her to bring that idea back to the Council for
consideration on a way to handle these large amounts of property and issues with families
not wanting to open a succession and trying to find a more effective way to try to deal with
both abandoned and blighted properties in Abbeville. When we have a city sale, the
property owner has three years to come back and reclaim their property, pay all the liens
and reimburse the individual that bought it at a tax sale. When you buy a property at a tax
sale, you are not really buying the property. It is a broken process. When you are buying it,
you are really just buying a percentage of the title of the property. It sits in adjudication for
three years. For three years it is in limbo. At the end of three years, they have to spend a lot
of money clearing the title on the property. It is a very long and extended process. Some
families don’t want to deal with the property so they just leave it. It is a big burden for the
city and for the residents that live next door to the property. Bart added that you can’t do
anything with the property until after the redemption period is over and after that you still
have to file suit to get a clear title. Mayor White stated that there is a quick claim deed
which allows you to do stuff to the property but you can’t go and take a mortgage on the
property. She is looking for more effective solutions to deal with this.

Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Director, QSA

They are working on new contracts to bring in more organizations to use the Comeaux Park
facility.

QSA has secured a spot to be one of 7 host sites for the USSSA All State Games from 7/28/26
through 8/2/26. Last years event hosted 2170 athletes, 192 teams and ages 8U-14U. They
had teams from every state except New York, New Hampshire, Delaware, Wyoming,
Montana, North Dakota, South Carolina, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Maryland, Connecticut and Rhode Island.

Flag Football is still ongoing. The season starts 9/15/25.

Mayor Roslyn R. White

Discussed the current employment openings the City has.

We received many applications for the Mayor’s Youth Council so we are going through
those.

City Hall will be closed 9/1/25 for Labor Day.

The Volleyball Jamboree will be held on 9/6/25 at A. A. Comeaux Park.

There is a quilting exhibit currently at the Cultural Center.

Coffee Talk with the Mayor is 9/11/25.

Uniquely U event will be held at A. A. Comeaux Park on 9/20/25.

Cristian LeJeune discussed the emergency alert system.

Recognized Mayor Bourgeois of Jeanerette and his wife Margaret who were in the audience.



Mike Hardy, Police Chief
- He and Councilman Broussard did a visual inspection of the building behind the police
station. He recommends that we have it inspected and make an offer. They will most likely
take less than they are asking. Mayor White told Chief Hardy that he could have it inspected
and bring it back to the Council.

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr.

- Discussed the Community Wellness Volleyball Tournament. The Rotary Club of Abbeville will
be cooking hamburgers.

- Sounds on the Square begins in September.

- Uniquely U is going on 9/20/25.

- The Louisiana Cattle Festival is scheduled from 10/3/25 through 10/5/25.

- Grand Reveil Acadien of 2025 on October 11, 2025 in Magdalen Square. The Mayor of Paris
France will be here.

- The Giant Omelette Celebration will be held on 11/1/25 through 11/2/25.

Councilwoman Terry Broussard
- Thanked the barbers and beauticians who donated their time to provide hair cuts to
students starting school.

Councilman Carlton Campbell
- Thanked Byron and Kristin for their great job they did today.

-14 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to enter into
executive session to discuss pending litigation. The motion carried unanimously.

-15 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to reconvene the
regular meeting from executive session. The motion carried unanimously.

Bart explained that the executive session was held to discuss litigation between the Abbeville
Police Department and the City of Abbeville. We met with the lawyer from Baton Rouge and we
have made some decisions on how to proceed. We will need some information to be gathered
before we ask the Council for a formal motion to proceed. We will work on getting that
information to you and once we have that, we will bring it back to the Council for some direction.

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned.

ATTEST: APPROVE:

Kathleen S. Faulk Roslyn R. White
Secretary-Treasurer Mayor






City of Abbeville
Committee Meeting
August 19, 2025

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Abbeville met for a committee meeting on August 19,
2025 at 5:20 P.M., at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room located at 101 North
State Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor, presiding.

Members Present: Council Members Carlton Campbell, Brady Broussard, Jr.,
Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony Hardy

Members Absent: Councilwoman Terry Broussard

Also Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney
Mike Hardy, Police Chief
Jude Mire, Fire Chief
Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant
Chris Gautreaux, Public works & Parks Director
Byron Dozier, Parks & Recreation Director, QSA
Kim Touchet, Engineer
Todd Vincent, Engineer

Mayor White called the meeting to order. She asked if there were any comments _from the public
on any agenda item prior to action. There were none. She turned the floor over to Councilman
Tony Hardy. Councilman Hardy read the agenda item aloud: To consider amending Section 17-
80, Dealer’s Commission, pertaining to vendors comp percentage for remittance of sales tax.
He asked Mayor White to explain.

Mayor White stated that she had been on a call recently with several municipalities, other
agencies and the local school board. The school board is the sales tax collector for the parish.
One of the things we need to do is add digital goods to our sales tax ordinance. Also, we talked
about having to amend our vendor’s compensation rate. Qur current ordinance says 2%. She
believes it should stay at 2%. The problem with the school board is that it is an antiquated
system and they can only collect a single rate across the parish. We are waiting to see what the
consensus is with the other agencies in the parish. If we keep it at a 2% rebate then everyone has
to go with the 2% rebate for businesses. Bart stated that he has been speaking with the police
jury and the school board and there are a few more tweaks and changes we will have to make.
Mayor White added that we were hoping to have that consensus before this meeting but we did
not. She and Bart will be reviewing the entire sales tax ordinance to look for any updates that
may be necessary.

-01 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to amend the
sales tax ordinance to add collection of sales tax on digital services and to adjust the vendors
compensation rate when the consensus is reached by all agencies. The motion carried
unanimously.

ATTEST: APPROVE:
Kathleen S. Faulk Roslyn R. White
Secretary-Treasurer Mayor
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