COMMITTEE MEETING

October 07, 2025 at 5:15 PM

Council Meeting Room, 101 North State Street,
Abbeville, Louisiana 70510

AGENDA

NOTICE POSTED: October 6, 2025 at 4:00 P.M.

To allow a public comment period on any agenda item prior to action.

Ordinance Committee - Chaired by Councilman Tony Hardy.
1. To discuss a proposed ordinance establishing minimum standards of living conditions for residential

and commercial properties.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
if you need special assistance, please contact

Mayor Roslyn White's office at 337-893-8550,
describing the assistance that is necessary.

Livestream at: https://www.youtube.com/@CityofAbbevilleLA



https://www.youtube.com/@CityofAbbevilleLA

The following ordinance having been introduced at a duly convened meeting on ,
2025, and notice of its introduction having been published in the official journal and a public
hearing having been held in connection therewith on this date, was offered for final adoption

by and seconded by

WHEREAS, the City of Abbeville is committed to ensuring that all residents live in conditions
that are safe, sanitary, and respectful of human dignity; and

WHEREAS, unsafe and uninhabitable properties pose a direct threat to public health, contribute
to neighborhood decline, increase demands on emergency services, and create risks for children,
seniors, and vulnerable residents; and

WHEREAS, the City Code of Ordinances already establishes property maintenance, health, and
sanitation standards under Chapter 5 (Buildings and Building Regulations), Chapter 9 (Health
and Sanitation and Nuisances), and Chapter 8 (Grass, Trash and Weeds); and

WHEREAS, the effectiveness of these standards is strengthened when the City ties compliance
to the provision of essential municipal services such as water, sewer, and electricity; and

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that access to utilities is a privilege contingent upon a
property meeting minimum standards of habitability, and that withholding or conditioning utility
connections is a reasonable and necessary enforcement tool to protect the common good; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City of Abbeville to balance enforcement with compassion
while remaining firm in the principle that no family should be subjected to unsafe or unsanitary
living conditions;

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Abbeville (the “Governing Authority”), acting

as the governing authority of the City of Abbeville, State of Louisiana, hereby enacts Article XIII to
Chapter 5 of the City of Abbeville Code of Ordinances:

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING MINIMUM STANDARDS OF LIVING CONDITIONS FOR
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES, AND AUTHORIZING THE REFUSAL OF UTILITY
CONNECTIONS TO PROPERTIES IN VIOLATION THEREOF.

Chapter 5
Article XIlI
Section 5-405 Purpose and Intent

The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of
Abbeville by establishing minimum standards of habitability for all properties within the City
limits. It is the intent of the City Council to prevent the occupancy and use of structures or
properties that are unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise detrimental to public health.

Section 5-406 Definitions
For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:

Property — Any parcel of land, including any structure, dwelling and/or building, whether
residential, commercial, or mixed-use, located within the City of Abbeville.




Minimum Standard of Living — The minimum habitability conditions required for
occupancy of a property as established in this Ordinance.

Utility Service — Water, sewer, and/or electricity services provided by the City of
Abbeville or its contracted providers.

Unsafe or Uninhabitable Condition — Any condition that poses a direct threat to health
and/or safety, including but not limited to structural collapse, lack of sanitation, absence
of running water, exposed wiring, infestation, and/or other hazards identified by the
City’s Code Enforcement Officer, or Mayor’s designee.

Section 5-407. Minimum Standard of Living Requirements

No property shall be deemed fit for habitation or use unless it meets the following minimum
standards:

1. Structural Safety — The building shall be free of imminent collapse, with intact roofing,
flooring, and walls sufficient to provide shelter.

2. Sanitation — The property shall be equipped with functioning sewage disposal and shall
be free from excessive accumulation of garbage, waste, or infestation.

3. Water Supply — The property shall be connected to the City water supply and free from
cross-contamination. All properties must be equipped with an operable shut off valve
on customer side of water meter.

4. Electrical Safety — The property shall be subject to an inspection and shall have an
electrical system free from exposed wiring, open junction boxes, or other dangerous
conditions.

5. Ingress/Egress — The property shall have safe means of entry and exit in case of fire or
emergency.

Section 5-408. Inspection and Enforcement

1. The City of Abbeville Code Enforcement Officer, Building Inspector, or Mayor or his or
her designee shall conduct inspections of properties upon application for utility service,
or upon complaint or notice of unsafe conditions.

2. If a property fails to meet the minimum standards established herein, the City shall issue
written notice to the property owner specifying the deficiencies and providing a
reasonable period for correction.

Section 5-409 Refusal of Utility Connection

1. The City of Abbeville deny water, sewer, or electric service to any property determined
to be in violation of any ordinance.

2. Utility service may only be restored once the Code Enforcement Officer, or the mayor’s
designee, certifies the property is compliant with the minimum standards.

3. This provision shall not apply in cases where denial of service would create a direct
threat to life or public safety (e.g., during freezing weather or declared emergencies).




Section 5-410 Appeals

1. Any property owner aggrieved by a determination under this Ordinance may appeal in
writing to the City Council within ten (10) business days of receiving notice of violation.
Any appeal shall be for the determination of a violation and not to determine is service
should be provided as that is dictated by Section 5-409.

2. The City Council shall conduct a hearing within thirty (30) days of the appeal filing and
may uphold, reverse, or modify the enforcement action.

Section 5-411 Penalties and Remedies

1. Any person, firm, or corporation who violates this Ordinance shall be subject to fines not
to exceed $500 per violation, per day.

2. Each day that a violation exists, after the time frame given to remedy the violations, shall
constitute a separate offense.

Section 5-412 Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is declared invalid by a
court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions.

Section 5-413 Effective Date

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the Abbeville City Council and
publication in accordance with law.

Sections 5-414 through 5-425 Reserved.

Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon execution by the Mayor.
This ordinance having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:
YEAS:

NAYS:
ABSENT:

And the ordinance was declared adopted on this day of ,2025.

Kathleen Faulk, Clerk Roslyn R. White, Mayor
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