
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

August 05, 2025 at 5:30 PM  

Council Meeting Room, 101 North State Street, 
Abbeville, Louisiana 70510 

 

AGENDA 

NOTICE POSTED:  August 4, 2025 at 4:00 P.M.  

REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS 

             Call to Order by Mayor 
             Roll Call by Kathy Faulk  
             Prayer 
             Pledge  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
                  (To allow comments on any of the following items prior to action.) 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. Mr. Coeyn Wise to discuss his experiences as a City Hall intern. 

2. Louisiana Municipal Association Community Achievement Award for Outstanding Community 

Improvement in Community Development 2024 presented to the City of Abbeville- Mayor Roslyn R. 

White. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES,  BILLS AND BUDGET REPORTS 

1. Approval of the minutes from the regular City Council meetings held on May 20, 2025, June 3, 2025, 

June 17, 2025, July 1, 2025 and July 15, 2025 and the Committee meeting held on July 15, 2025. 

2. To ratify bills paid in the month of July 2025. 

3. To approve the June 2025 budget to actual report. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. To open a public hearing for comments from the public on the following proposed ordinances: 

a.  An ordinance to reapportion the districts in accordance with federal and state law. 

b.  An ordinance to amend Section 13-50, Loitering to add sleeping on public property. 

2. To close the public hearing and reconvene the regular meeting. 

3. To adopt an ordinance to reapportion the districts in accordance with federal and state law. 

4. To adopt an ordinance to amend Section 13-50, Loitering, to include sleeping on public property. 

5. To approve a special event permit for T & T Sickle Cell Riders to hold a trail ride at the Red Barn on 

Sunday September 21, 2025 from 1:00 PM to 11:00 PM.  The special event permit is needed to 

access City streets. 

6. To approve a special event permit for Ms. Peanuts Snowie Treats to hold a Car Show on Donald 

Frederick Boulevard between East St. Victor and Prairie Avenue on September 27, 2025 from 10:00 

AM to 3:00 PM. 

7. To approve the accounting of the 2024 tax roll. 

8. To appoint two names from the recommendation letter of ULL president, E. Joseph Savoie to the 

Abbeville Fire and Police Civil Service Board.  The four names he submitted are Gibson Bessard, Sr., 

Kimya Hill, David Ashley and Ferris Montgomery. 

9. To adopt a resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a cooperative endeavor agreement with the 

Boys and Girls Club of Acadiana, Inc. 

10. To authorize the City Attorney to proceed with filing suit to recover damages to a City owned vehicle 

as a result of an accident on April 17, 2025. 

11. Discussion and possible action to adopt the Hope to Home Initiative, a project to help the homeless in 

the City of Abbeville. 



12. Discussion and possible action to purchase one Miovision Scout Plus at a cost of $8,938.00 for traffic 

and speed data collection. 

13. Discussion and possible action to transition to Lathem's PayClock time keeping software at a cost of 

$12,784.80. 

14. To approve payment of the invoice from MMR in the amount of $8,181.52 for repairs to the North 

Bailey Lift Station. 

15. To approve the invoice from BroadPoint Solutions in the amount of $8,591.49 for the semi-annual 

servicing of 9 City generators. 

16. To approve payment of the invoice from F & R Air Conditioning, Inc. in the amount of $9,600.00 to 

replace Unit A -HVAC system at City Hall. 

17. To approve payment of partial payment number 3 payable to Ernest P. Breaux, LLC relative to the 

Runway Lighting Upgrade Project. 

18. To approve the quote from Stalker Radar in the amount of $8,535.00 to purchase three R-Series 

LIDAR - Chief Mike Hardy. 

19. To approve the quote from Abbeville Auto Paint and Body in the amount of $6,633.82 to repair Police 

Unit 595 that was involved in an accident - Chief Mike Hardy. 

20. Discussion and possible action to purchase the property located at 107 S. Louisiana behind the Police 

Station - Chief Mike Hardy. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. None. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND UPDATES 

1.        Engineers  

2.        Attorney 

3.        Public Works Director 

4.        Parks and Recreation Coordinator 

5.        Mayor 

6.        Police Chief 

7.        Fire Chief 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

1.        Council Members 

ADJOURN 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
if you need special assistance, please contact 
Mayor Roslyn White's office at 337-893-8550, 
describing the assistance that is necessary. 

 
Livestream at: https://www.youtube.com/@CityofAbbevilleLA 

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofAbbevilleLA


City of Abbeville 

   Regular Meeting 

May 20, 2025 

 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on May 20, 2025 at 5:30 

PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street, 

Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor, presiding. 

 
Members Present:    Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady 
    Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony 
    Hardy 

 
Members Absent: None 

 
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney 

 Jude Mire, Fire Chief 

 Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

 Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

 Rani Lege, Administrative Assistant to the Mayor 

 Stewart Head, Electrical Superintendent 

 Lee Schexnaider, Wastewater Plant Superintendent 

 Kim Touchet, Engineer 

 Todd Vincent, Engineer 

 Andie Bostick, Engineer 

 Concerned citizens who reside on St. Peter Avenue 

           

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  Mayor White asked 

Councilman Francis Plaisance to lead the assembly in prayer and she asked Councilman Carlton 

Campbell to lead those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor White asked if there were any comments from the public pertaining to any agenda item.  

There were none. 

 

Ms. Claire L. Martin, Executive Director of Vermilion Council on Aging had requested to be on 

the agenda to introduce herself and to discuss their programs and services for Vermilion Parish 

residents 60 and over but she had called earlier to say she could not make the meeting because 

she was ill.  She will call to reschedule. 

 

-01 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve the 

April 2025 budget to actual report.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Campbell/T. Broussard 

Resolution R25-17 

 

A resolution adopting the millage rate for 2025 property taxes. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-02 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to submit the 

names of Patrick Duhon and Corey Lege to fill one vacancy on the Abbeville Harbor and 

Terminal District Board as Mr. Patrick Duhon’s term expires on 6/30/25.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 



 

-03 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve a 

special event permit for the Next Step Project Community Walk to be held on August 2, 2025 

from 9 AM to 6 PM.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-04 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to authorize 

an appraisal of the City owned lot located at 303 Maude Avenue.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

-05 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to change the 

speed limit to 25 MPH on Rodeo Road from the Highway 14 By-pass to North Airport Road.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

-06 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve the 

renewal of Fire Department Insurance with Special Risk Insurance (VFIS) effective June 1, 2025.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-07 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve the cost in 

the amount of $25,027.38 to supply underground electrical to new hangar area at the airport 

(Phase I) and the cost in the amount of $3,882.50 to supply underground electrical to the 

businesses at the airport (Phase II).  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-08 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the quote 

from Charter Machine Company in the amount of $7,796.00 for a tension roll assembly for the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-09 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to ratify payment 

of the invoice from Terry’s Diesel Repair in the amount of $16,097.16 for a repair to a fire truck.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve payment 

of partial payment number 8 in the amount of $25,830.01 payable to Glenn Lege Construction 

LLC relative to the Graceland Avenue Street and Sidewalk Improvements project.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

T. Broussard/Hardy 

Resolution R25-18 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a contract for occupancy by and between the City 

of Abbeville and the Vermilion Council on Aging. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-11 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to table 

approval of change order number 7 relative to the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement 

Project.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-12 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to table approval 

of payment of partial payment number 10 in the amount of $79,403.38 payable to Glenn Lege 

Construction LLC relative to the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement Project.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 



 

-13 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to table the approval 

of the certificate of substantial completion with punch list for the Downtown Abbeville Street 

Improvement Project.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-14 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to table the adoption 

of a resolution authorizing the Mayor to accept the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement 

Project as complete and to sign the certificate of substantial completion.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Councilman Plaisance began a discussion pertaining to crime issues on St. Peter Avenue.  He 

stated that he is wanting to know what can be done about the situation.  It is not to criticize 

anyone.  The problem is people loitering in the road and on private property.  Chief Hardy stated 

that he had his secretary pull up every call for that area since January 1, 2025.  They have only 

had two calls.  He let the residents know that they should call the police department each time.  

If you don’t call, the staff is on regular patrol.  If there is a crowd of people in the street, call the 

police department.  He has given the residents his card that has his personal cell phone number.  

They can call him directly.  Councilman Plaisance stated that there is a cluster of people there 

every Friday night.  Chief Hardy stated that he makes a point to pass by that area when he is 

going through town.  The only thing he saw was three people sitting on a car in the empty lot 

right off of Graceland.  There was not a crowd on a Friday.  We also have a camera there so we 

can check the camera.  We can pull up the camera footage and look at it.  We will need an 

approximate date and time to view the footage.  Councilman Plaisance stated that the police 

only passed on Graceland.  People are not able to come out on their porch at night.  Councilman 

Campbell stated that it is usually not the people who live there that are piling up there.  They 

live in other parts of town.  Chief Hardy stated that it was bad in 2022 but it has slowed down a 

lot since one of the residents passed away.  He has never seen a crowd there.  We can have 

them removed if they are on the roadway and we can quiet it down if they are too loud.  If they 

are on private property, there is not much we can do before the curfew.  Councilman Campbell 

stated that many years ago we passed a loitering ordinance and an attorney challenged it and it 

was found unconstitutional.  Chief Hardy stated that you cannot charge them with loitering.  

The residents have to call him or call the station and we can send patrols but they have to let the 

police know.  Councilman Plaisance stated that next time the residents call him, he will tell them 

to call Chief Hardy.  Mayor White stated that she and Chief Hardy meet every two weeks and 

they have discussed this situation at Councilman Plaisance’s request.  Mr. Roger Stelly stated 

that he lives on Wabash.  When he got home Friday night he heard gun fire.  Saturday morning, 

he picked up unexpended bullets in front of his house.  He brought them to give to Chief Hardy.  

He stated that he called 911 Saturday morning but no one ever showed up.   911 asked if they 

were shooting now so he answered that they are not.  Mayor White asked Mr. Stelly to first call 

the police department next time that happens.  If he gets no response then he should call Chief 

Hardy but if Chief Hardy doesn’t show up, he should call her and she will show up.  We will make 

sure that the shells will be properly collected so that we can actually catch these people.  Mr. 

Stelly stated that this is the second time he has found bullets in front of his house.  This last time 

occurred between 9:30 PM and 12:00 AM this past Friday.  He feels like his complaints are 

falling on deaf ears.  Mr. Sheldon Romero stated that he lives on LaPorte.  His house was shot up 

two years ago.  They were shooting at the drug house behind his house.  He has offered the 

police department and the sheriff department his cameras and they can sit at his computer and 

watch.  They did not take up the offer.  He picked up 48 casings in front of his house.  Chief 

Hardy stated that Mr. Romero lives next door to some felons that have been arrested.  Mayor 

White stated that we now have a contact with FBI and she has asked Chief Hardy to make a call 

and schedule him to come in to meet with her, VPSO and Chief Hardy to see if we can go after 



these gangs with federal charges.  It will take all departments cooperating.  We are all tired of it 

and it is unacceptable.  The Chief and his department need to review the video to see if we can 

use it to make arrests.  There is no excuse for not responding.  She checked her phone because 

she always gets text messages when there are reports of shots fired.  She did not receive any 

Friday night.  She asked Chief Hardy to check with 911 to verify that they received the call from 

Mr. Stelly Friday night.  She also wants to know if the police department dispatcher or anyone 

else there took the call and did not respond.  Chief Hardy stated that he would check it.   

 

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

- In the next couple of meetings, we will be bringing an intergovernmental agreement with 

the Town of Delcambre for water line consulting to assist them.  The Town of Erath will also 

assist. 

- He is working on code enforcement.  He is getting people to cut their own grass.  He thanked 

Fire Chief Mire for assisting with this. 

- Work approved at last meeting at the Sewer plant and Water plant will begin Thursday. 

- Splashpad will be opened 5/23/25 from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM.  It is set on a timer and will not 

come on before 9:00 AM and will shut off at 7:00 PM.   

- The LCDBG Sewer project is not going well.  Todd is working on something to get it 

straightened out.  We turned it on and it didn’t pump. 

- Recognized Andie Bostick for her work on the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement 

project.  She designed it and did a great job.  She is moving to another firm that is more in 

her wheelhouse.  We will miss her and wish her well. 

 

Mayor Roslyn R. White 

- Gave parks and recreation report on behalf of Byron Dozier.  Today marks the new season 

for the Abbeville Post 29ers American Legion Baseball team.  Home games will begin the 

second week in June.  The APRD/QSA end of baseball season tournament ends Thursday.  

Awards will be presented on Thursday.  Councilman Plaisance asked if he could have the 

water tested and more fish put at the pond at LaFitte Park.  Mayor White stated that would 

be ok and she would like him to organize another family fish day there too. 

- There is a blood drive at the Courthouse tomorrow. 

- City Hall will be closed for Memorial Day. 

- The Daylily Festival is May 31, 2025. 

- Coffee Talks with the Mayor will be held on June 12, 2025.  She will have City Marshal 

Jeremiah Bolden and Assistant Deputy Marshal Reggie Hilts at the event. 

 

Councilman Carlton Campbell 

- Asked Chief Hardy to see if there is anything he can do regarding electric motor scooters that 

people are driving all over town.  Chief Hardy stated that he is asking them to stop at stop 

signs.  It is like a bicycle.  There is no license required.  Mayor White asked the Chief to verify 

the laws and have the officers stop them.   

- Thanked Clavern Adams, Jr. for speaking at Kiwanis today. 

 

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. 

- Thanked the two people who came to the meeting tonight to discuss St. Peters Avenue.  

Please let us know if you don’t get answers. 

- We have to get some traffic law control.  Citizens are asking for speed lumps, bollards and 

other things that we call a road diet.  If you can’t get enforcement, there are some other 

things that you can do that will slow traffic.  The citizens at Godchaux Park and Fifth Street 

are looking for anything that we can do for speed bumps to slow traffic.  We don’t have to 

wait until a child gets hit or killed.  We are talking about First through Fifth Street, Lake 



Street, Main Street and those roads in that area.  He has reached out to Police Juror Liz 

Touchet to request her assistance too.  He has Fifth Street residents in the audience now.  He 

has put this situation in the work order system already.  Ms. Sonnier stated that she needs 

the Council to pay attention to this because she sees this every day.  She has had a car run 

the stop sign, run into her driveway and hit her car then they ran away.  Another nearly hit 

her neighbor’s grandchild.  She had to throw him into the grass to save him.  The empty 

police cars are a joke.  Something has to be done.  Mayor White stated that it starts with 

enforcement.  We know that people want speed bumps.  We have to have a policy and a 

process in place before we start putting them anywhere in the City.  One of the things we did 

at the mid-sized cities Mayor’s conference is we got the City of Broussard’s policy.  We will 

be presenting this to the City Council.  We had looked at Lafayette’s policy but Lafayette is a 

much bigger government.  It is the steps and procedures that people have to go through 

before we will consider putting a speed bump in a neighborhood.  It’s not that we don’t want 

to put them, they are not recommended, but if a neighborhood wants one there will be a 

procedure that you have to go through before we approve one anywhere.  We hope to put it 

on an agenda in the near future.  Basically, it will work that the citizen makes the complaint, 

a speed study will be conducted, then there will be a survey and if it passes all the steps, we 

will install the speed bump.  It is a safety issue in everyone’s neighborhood and a problem on 

every street in Abbeville.  APD is aggressively pursuing traffic violators and getting people to 

obey the law.  Complaints about traffic and crime have to go to the Police Chief.  The Council 

cannot do anything about this because he is an elected Police Chief.  We have no authority 

to tell him how to do his job or how to direct his staff.  Councilman Broussard stated that the 

downtown street project has moved the traffic to residential areas.  We need the Chief to 

enforce the laws.  Councilwoman Broussard stated that the Chief has brought in someone 

who is dedicated to traffic enforcement.  Mayor White stated that we will never be able to 

police away everything.  We will have to look at traffic calming solutions. 

 

Councilman Francis Plaisance 

- He also asked that we check out Lyman Street too for speeders.  Mayor White added that 

there is a road improvement project with traffic calming coming to Lyman Street. 

- Asked Bart to look into demolishing the old Schwegmann building.  Mayor White stated that 

the property has been sold and they are developing that lot.  She would be glad to fill him in 

on that too. 

 

Mayor White and the City Council offered a special recognition of the following Vermilion 

Catholic Championship students: 

 Division IV Boys back-to-back 2024 and 2025 Tennis State Champions 

 Division IV Gold State Champions 

 Division IV Select Baseball State Champions 

Lene Clarire Romero – Division IV State Champion in 132 lbs. weight class and AMP High 

School National Champion in 138 lbs. weight class. 

John Fontenot – Division IV State Runner-up and 2025 State Champion Tennis Boys 

Singles. 

Marley Moore – Class 1A Girls 100 Meter Dash State Champion. 

Ali Broussard and Emma Williams – Division IV 2024 State Champions and 2025 State 

Runner-up Tennis Doubles. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 



ATTEST:     APPROVE: 

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Faulk    Roslyn R. White 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mayor 

 

 



City of Abbeville 

   Regular Meeting 

June 17, 2025 

 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on June 17, 2025 at 5:30 

PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street, 

Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Mayor Roslyn R. White, presiding. 

 
Members Present:    Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady 
    Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony 
    Hardy 

 
Members Absent: None 

 
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney 

 Jude Mire, Fire Chief 

 Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

 Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

 Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant 

 Stewart Head, Electrical Superintendent 

 Kim Touchet, Engineer 

 Gene Sellers, Engineer 

 Todd Vincent, Engineer 

 Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, QSA 

 Steve Moosa, CPA 

 Karlee Stewart and other members of 2025 Juneteenth Queens and 

Court. 

           

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  Mayor White asked 

Councilman Francis Plaisance to lead the assembly in prayer and asked Karlee Stewart to lead 

those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any agenda item prior to action.  There were 

none. 

 

-01 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to table any 

action to accept the recommendation to hire Fire Department personnel as the candidate had 

withdrawn their application.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor White notified the City Council that the Equipment Operator I has been terminated.  We 

will open that position for advertisement tomorrow. 

 

-02 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to accept the 

resignation of Robert Riggs from the Abbeville Police Department.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Chief Hardy stated that a couple of meetings ago, a part-time police officer was hired.  There is 

an ordinance pertaining to part-time pay.  They can work no more than 24 hours per week and 

they shall make the same pay as a beginning police officer.  If he is a post-certified officer, he 

will make $22.69 per hour and if he is a not post-certified officer, he will make $19.23 per hour.  

Mayor White stated that when we hired Shane Meaux, Chief Hardy had stated on the record 

that the pay would be just a little over $11 per hour.  She informed the Chief of the ordinance 



and the individual will be paid money owed to him.  No action is necessary. 

 

Mayor White and Councilwoman Broussard recognized the 2025 Juneteenth Queens and Court. 

 

-03 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to ratify bills paid 

in the month of May 2025.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-04 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the May 

2025 budget to actual report.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Steve Moosa presented a graph presentation of the audit from the fiscal year ended 

December 31, 2024.  It was a clean opinion and there were no findings.   

 

-05 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the audit 

for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2024.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

704 S. St. Valerie – no one was present to represent the property.  Chris Gautreaux stated that 

the property has been brought up to the City Council several times.  It has already been 

condemned. 

 

-06 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to authorize 

acceptance of bids to demolish and clean up property at 704 S. St. Valerie and to bring the bids 

back to the City Council for award.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-07 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the 

Emergency Debris Removal contracts from June 1, 2025 through May 31, 2026.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

-08 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve the 

contract with Primeaux, Soirez, Touchet and Associates, LLC for extraordinary emergency 

recovery events from June 1, 2025 through May 31, 2026.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-09 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve change 

order number 7 relative to the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement Project.  The change 

order reduces the contract by $17,942.62.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-10 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve 

payment of partial payment estimate number 10 in the amount of $79,403.38 payable to Glenn 

Lege Construction, LLC relative to the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement Project.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Hardy/Plaisance 

Resolution R25-21 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to accept the Abbeville Downtown Street Improvement 

Project as complete and to sign the certificate of substantial completion. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Campbell/T. Broussard 

Resolution R25-22 



 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute and submit all necessary documents relative to 

the Fiscal Year 2024 Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grant program for Charity Street. 

 

The motion was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as follows: 

  YEAS:  4(Campbell, T. Broussard, B. Broussard, Hardy) 

  NAYS:  1(Plaisance) 

  ABSENT: 0 

  ABSTAIN: 0 

Therefore, the motion carried. 

 

Prior to the final vote, Mayor White explained that we submitted a grant application to the Safe 

Streets For All grant program.  This is a planning and demonstration grant.  It is not for 

construction yet.  We are taking Charity Street from the state and it will become a local street.  

She discussed the statistics from the fatality and accident data they received.  We thought it 

would be prudent to look at Charity Street because it will probably be the next one transferred 

to us from the state.  We need to look at how we can enhance the pedestrian, cyclists and 

vehicle safety especially knowing that we have over 80 children that go to J. H. Williams that 

bicycle and walk to school from all over town.  We put in the grant application and we were 

selected.  We will do a demonstration similar to what we did downtown to test some concepts 

and figure out if there are some changes we want to make ahead of the roadwork that will be 

done on Charity.  The state will overlay the road before it is transferred to us.  The grant is 

$160,000 for planning and design work.  It is federal highway dollars from US DOT and our 

match is $40,000 of in-kind.  This means employee hours and volunteers.  There should be no 

out-of-pocket costs for the demonstration or the design and planning work.  The goal is to have 

a really good plan in place so that when we get the money to do Lyman and Charity, we will 

know what we want to do with Charity.   We have the feedback from the public and what they 

would like to see on Charity Street from the master plan but his will allow us to get more 

feedback from the community.  Councilman Plaisance stated that he is not in favor of the City 

taking over the roads.  It will ease the maintenance burden of the state but the City will have to 

maintain it.  It is not cost effective to do the transfer.  Mayor White stated that she appreciates 

his comments and thoughts however the road transfer was completed in November of 2023.  

We won’t accept Charity Street until the state fixes it.  The state is very far behind with their 

maintenance.  This will set a standard of what we want the local road to be so that when the 

state comes in to overlay on their dollar, they will build it to the standard that we require.  This 

standard holds personal safety above every thing else.  If you are fiscally responsible and you 

get your roads on a maintenance program where you are actually chipping and sealing as 

opposed to reconstructing, your cost to maintain your roads is much lower.   

 

Mr. Todd Vincent began a discussion pertaining to the FY 2023 LCDBG Demolition Grant 

properties.  Bids were received in two phases.  Phase I were the asbestos properties and that bid 

was $297,350.00 and Phase II were the non-asbestos properties and that bid was for 

$79,300.00.  The grant budget is $286,550.00.  The asbestos testing took $30,000 of those 

funds.  If we were to award both bids, the project would be $120,000 over budget.   We have 

requested additional funds but there are none available.  The only other option is to remove 

some of the structures to bring it into budget.  Mayor White distributed suggestions of what 

structures to remove.  She asked the City Council to review the suggested changes and get with 

her by the next meeting with their ideas. 

 

-11 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the 

estimate from Covington Sales & Services, Inc. in the amount of $5,447.00 to repair the street 



sweeper.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-12 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to ratify the City of 

Abbeville Electrical Crew’s site preparation work for the Water Plant at an estimated cost of 

$32,000.00.  This will place electrical underground before the planned renovation.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

- Councilman Plaisance asked about Schewgmann’s again.  Chris stated that the property has 

been sold and it has been subdivided.  He made them bushhog the lot and they did that fast.  

There is new construction that is being worked on now as far as planning.  It has been 

brought to the Planning Commission for approval.  They should start within the next few 

weeks.  It is a plasma center.  It will be a new building and a new development.  He does not 

know if any of the rest of the parcels have been sold.  He was never approached about 

tackling the Schwegmann building itself.  He does not know if it is in bad enough shape to 

condemn it.  Just because we don’t like the way it looks doesn’t mean it needs to be 

condemned.  Councilman Plaisance stated that one of the problems he has about that is that 

Rose’s leaving.  They are leaving because the owner of the building is not doing what they 

need to do to the inside.  People that own these buildings are not maintaining them.  We 

don’t want to lose businesses.  Chris stated that we would need an ordinance stating that as 

soon as Rose’s moves out, we don’t put power back to the building.  He does not believe we 

have something in place.  Mayor White stated that the Council is the legislative body that 

needs to set ordinances.  We don’t have a legal mechanism right now to be able to go into 

that building, other than the fire marshal for fire safety hazards, and shut it down.  This is a 

legal civil situation between a private building owner and a private tenant.  For us to be able 

to do the things that you want, we need to set a minimum standard and we need to set a 

policy in place.  There is a special class that the fire department will attend and then they 

will be able to go in legally and inspect these buildings according to the standards that the 

Council would adopt.  Chief Jude Mire stated that it is a commercial business inspection class 

that is taking place in November.  He would be able to go into these businesses and make 

sure they are following the rules.  It they are not, then he can get with the state fire marshal 

and shut them down.  Mayor White stated that it would take the Council to bring up an 

ordinance that would set a minimum standard, commercial and residential, and then the 

Fire Chief and his team would go on an annual basis and inspect these commercial 

properties.  If they would not continue to meet the standards set forth by the ordinance, 

then they would have to bring it up to that standard before you turn power on or give them 

their occupational license.  In West Monroe, they have a sub-body that adopted a set of 

minimum living standards.  It is tied to their electrical department.  Before you can put 

power to a residence, it is inspected according to those minimum living standards that were 

set by the board and approved by their Council.  You could not turn on power unless it met 

all those standards.  It is in line with the HUD Section 8 requirements.  Somebody is supposed 

to go into the house to make sure there are no holes in the floor or no mold in the roof and 

other requirements on the residential property before a voucher can be used.  What she has 

learned is that there are no checks and balances on the state or federal level to make sure 

where the vouchers are being used are being inspected.  Their people who are supposed to 

be inspecting the property are not.  It will take this Council and our government to dedicate 

funds and personnel to do that and set the rules.  I wish we had something in place.  We 

need to work towards it.  As far as the thing with Rose’s, that is a civil issue between a 

private property owner and their tenant.  If the tenant has issues with the lease or property, 

they would have to bring them to court for it.  We do not have building inspectors at this 

time. Chris stated that he will try to ride by the building (Schwegmann) to see if it is open 



and make an inspection.  He will get with Bart to see if he can do a condemnation on it if 

that is necessary.  It will be a lot of work so if it is brought up again, please support him.  

Mayor White stated that we have seen a repeated pattern of enforcement doing all the 

work and then it comes before the Council and they don’t take action.  That is a lot of 

wasted resources.  Chris stated that if he sees homeless people hanging out there, then he 

can do something.  Councilman Plaisance asked that Chris get a drone to take an aerial 

picture of the roof. 

 

Bryon Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, QSA 

- June 7 and 8, we had a 2D tournament.  We had 2,150 people in Comeaux Park.  Abbeville 

was busy. 

- June 18 through June 22 we will have 23 teams for the ARPD and QSA Pony Sectional District 

Tournament.   

- Beginning June 23 and the following three weekends, we are planning to have a high school 

baseball showcase tournament. 

 

Mayor Roslyn R. White 

- City Hall will be closed on June 19th for Juneteenth Day. 

- The Farmers Market will be held on June 21st. 

- The next Coffee Talks with the Mayor will be held July 10th at Starbucks.  The new Abbeville 

school principals will be our guests.  We will be collecting gently used uniforms as well as 

non-perishable food items for the students. 

- We are accepting applications for the Abbeville Mayor’s Youth Council until 8/31/25. 

- Thank you to our legislators.  They just finished session.  It is not an easy task.  It does not 

always end in the way they intend it to but they work very hard for us.  We have a great 

group of legislators that are working really hard for our area.  They don’t get paid a lot of 

money for what they do and it is a lot of time away from families so please thank them 

when you see them.  If you have a problem with the way they voted, please call them and 

talk to them directly instead of talking about is on social media. 

- We have a new intern, Evan Touchet.  He was in the Mayor’s Youth Council. He will be 

leaving for college mid-August. 

 

Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

- At the last Council meeting we had a resident complain North Main Street and 5th Street.  

We set up a speed machine that we were loaned from the Town of Maurice.  We counted 

the number of cars that went through there and how many were speeding through there.  

The first week we put the equipment on Main Street in front of John Valdatero’s house.  

96.79% of the cars were driving under the speed limit.  On the second week, we parked the 

equipment on 5th Street in front of Mrs. Sonnier’s house.  99.82% of the cars drove under the 

speed limit.  On both of these weeks, we had one vehicle that drove extremely fast.  We have 

a description of the vehicle.  We have our officers looking for it.  It is a black sedan.  We are 

hoping to get a license plate number from one of our cameras in town.  They were driving 85 

MPH on Main Street in the late afternoon.  They were driving 75 MPH on 5th Street.  We can 

charge them with reckless operation because of the excessive speed and they can go to jail.  

We have a tip of where the vehicle goes.  Please contact APD if you see this vehicle in the 

neighborhood.  This is dangerous.  This is someone that knows they are being watched and 

intentionally runs the stop signs and speeds excessively.  The number of cars that passed in 

one week is 700-800 cars.  Mayor White stated that if anyone has questions about this to 

speak to the Chief after the meeting.   

 

 



Councilman Carlton Campbell 

- Juneteenth is coming and we would like everyone to participate and be safe. 

 

Councilwoman Terry Broussard 

- She highlighted the history and importance of Juneteenth.  It recognizes the emancipation of 

enslaved people.   

- Will have Save the Ville at McKinely Scott Park on Saturday. 

 

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. 

- He is talking about a movie pertaining to the Mayor of Abbeville, France.  Tourism 

promotion and our culture is something that makes us unique and is recognized by every 

French speaking area of the world.  The people in Abbeville, France want to meet us.  He met 

with them and they will come to us for the Grand Revais on October 11, 2025.  This is where 

a lot of our people came from and they are interested in getting to know us.  They want to 

twin with us and increase the exchange between us and them.  Go look at the guest book at 

the Cultural Center and see France, Belgium, Quebec, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and 

other French speaking areas of the world.   

 

Councilman Francis Plaisance 

- Thanked Mayor White for keeping our City running smoothly. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned. 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVE: 

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Faulk    Roslyn R. White 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mayor 

 

 

 

 



City of Abbeville 

   Regular Meeting 

June 3, 2025 

 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on June 3, 2025 at 5:30 PM, 

at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street, 

Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Brady Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, presiding. 

 
Members Present:    Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady 
    Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony 
    Hardy 

 
Members Absent: Mayor Roslyn R. White 

 
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney 

 Jude Mire, Fire Chief 

 Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

 Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

 Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant 

 Stewart Head, Electrical Superintendent 

 Kim Touchet, Engineer 

 Todd Vincent, Engineer 

 Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, QSA 

 Arlene Collee 

           

Councilman Broussard called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  Councilman 

Broussard asked Mrs. Arlene Collee to lead the assembly in prayer and he asked Chief Mike 

Hardy to lead those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Councilman Broussard stated that Mayor White is doing City business at the State Capital 

tonight so that is why she is not at the meeting. 

 

Councilman Broussard asked if there were any comments on any agenda item prior to action.  

There were none. 

 

-01 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to table any 

action to grant a variance to move a 2025 14X65 mobile home to 1002 Cuba Street.  The 

variance was needed due to insufficient space to meet setback requirements.  The available 

space is only 35 feet by 67 ½ feet, only 2 ½ feet which does not meet the City’s setback 

requirements.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-02 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve a 

special event permit to Alyssa Scott to hold the Save the Ville Homecoming Community Event 

Celebration in McKinley Scott Park on June 21, 2025 from 11 AM to 3 PM pending satisfaction 

of all permitting requirements.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-03 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve a 

special event permit for the Abbeville Rotary Club to hold the Rotary District 6200 Conference 

in Magdalen Square on May 2, 2026 from 8 AM to 10 PM.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-04 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to ratify payment 

of the invoice from Griner Drilling Service, Inc. in the amount of $8,244.60 for ongoing repairs 



to Guegnon Sewer Lift Station.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-05 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve the 

expense to have trees trimmed on transmission lines and substation circuits.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

T. Broussard/Plaisance 

Resolution R25-19 

 

A resolution to authorize the Mayor to execute an intergovernmental agreement with the Town 

of Delcambre for assistance with Public Works Projects.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Hardy/T. Broussard 

Resolution R25-20 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an intergovernmental agreement with the 

Vermilion Parish Sheriff and Abbeville Harbor and Terminal Commission for deployment of 

public safety cameras and fiber. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-06 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve a change 

order to the FY 2021 LCDBG Sewer Rehab Contract to install 8 air relief valves at an 

approximate cost of $30,500.00.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Todd Vincent stated that the contractor attempted to start the pump station and it appears 

we have some air trapped on the high points on each side of the river.  These air relief valves will 

get rid of that air and allow the pumps to function as they were intended to.  Even with this 

addition, we are running about $130,000 under budget on the total project.  Because this 

project has taken much longer than expected, you cannot apply for LCDBG funding at this time.   

 

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

- The splash pad will be up and running again tomorrow.  They had to fix a water leak. 

- We have a tennis court that is down.  They sat on the net and they bent the pipe so we will 

have to have that straightened out so we can put the net back up. 

- Councilwoman Broussard thanked Chris and the crew for the work at Williams Park and the 

sidewalks on Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive. 

- Councilman Broussard asked Chris to let him know about the road closure on Washington 

Street.  We have a lot of people coming to Abbeville this weekend. 

- He discussed with Councilman Hardy about Gauraud and St. Paul.  The City should not patch 

that because of the position we are in with the sewer contractor.  We will get with Todd and 

Bart to see how we should proceed.  We are working through it.  They are a year and one-

half over the project completion date and they are being penalized for every day they are 

late. 

 

Bryon Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, QSA 

- American Legion home openers start tonight. For the next three weeks they will have home 

games every Tuesday and Thursday at Roy Theriot Field. 

- Vermilion Catholic started their metro league.  They will be playing two days a week for the 



rest of the month at Sellers Field. 

- 2D organization will be holding a tournament this weekend.  We are looking at 25+ teams. 

Comeaux Park will be very busy.   

- June 18, 2025 through June 27, 2025, APRD/QSA will be hosting their district tournaments.   

 

Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant gave Mayor Roslyn R White’s report 

- Coffee Talks with the Mayor will be held at Abbeville City Court on June 12, 2025.  Both City 

Marshals will be the guest speakers. 

- We opened up the Abbeville Mayor’s Youth Council applications.  They are open through 

August 31, 2025. 

 

Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

- We set up a speed machine on the 700 block of South Main Street.  It will monitor how many 

cars pass and their speed.  We hope to get some data so that we can put personnel there to 

write tickets.  He thanked the Maurice Police Chief, Guy Nerrin, for loaning us the 

equipment.  We will keep it on Main Street for one week and then will move it to 5th Street 

for one week.  Councilman Hardy asked Chief Hardy to double check the speed limit signs on 

Second Street. 

 

Councilman Carlton Campbell 

- Asked Chief Hardy if the officers had received the two vests that Abbeville Harbor and 

Terminal paid for.  He stated that the vests had been ordered but had not yet come in. 

 

Councilwoman Terry Broussard 

- Asked that everyone keep Mayor White and some close family friends in your prayers. 

 

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. 

- Please keep blight at the front of your mind and your thinking.  It is not fair to the good 

people who take care of their property, that buy utilities from the City and keep their yard 

clean.  If we all do that together, we will clean it up one property at a time. 

 

Councilman Francis Plaisance 

- Thanked Councilwoman Broussard and the Mayor for allowing him to proceed with the 

Family Fun Day at LaFitte Park.  We will start putting it together and set the date.  He is 

happy to get Wildlife and Fisheries back with us.  Brac Salyer was at the park today.  This 

week they will be in the water shocking the fish and testing the water.  Can’t bring in fish 

until September because they don’t transport fish from the hatchery in the heat of the 

summer. 

 

Councilman Tony Hardy 

- Asked Chief Hardy about Mr. Bob Terry at the intersection of Hawthorne and Clover.  He 

received another call from him.  He wants another stop sign because of speeders.  Chief 

Hardy stated his staff worked that area last week.  There is not much traffic.  Councilman 

Hardy stated it occurs in the evening.  Chief Hardy stated he would get the shift to radar that 

area. 

 

-07 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to enter into executive 

session to discuss pending litigation and investigative proceedings regarding personnel 

misconduct.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-08 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to reconvene the 



regular meeting from executive session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Councilman Broussard stated that the executive session was held to discuss pending litigation 

and investigative proceedings regarding personnel misconduct.  Mr. Bart Broussard stated that 

there is no action needed at time. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Broussard declared this meeting 

adjourned. 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVE: 

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Faulk    Brady Broussard, Jr. 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mayor Pro-Tem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Abbeville 

   Regular Meeting 

July 1, 2025 

 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on July 1, 2025 at 5:30 PM, 

at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street, 

Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Mayor Roslyn R. White, presiding. 

 
Members Present:    Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady 
    Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony 
    Hardy 

 
Members Absent: None 

 
Also, Present: Jude Mire, Fire Chief 

 Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

 Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

 Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant 

 Stewart Head, Electrical Superintendent 

 Kim Touchet, Engineer 

 Todd Vincent, Engineer 

 Bill Goode, Attorney 

 Mike Soirez, Abbeville Fire & Police Civil Service 

           

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  Mayor White led the 

assembly in prayer and asked Councilwoman Terry Broussard to lead those assembled in the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any agenda item prior to action.  There were 

none. 

 

-01 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the 

minutes from the May 6, 2025 regular City Council meeting and the May 20, 2025 Committee 

meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Ms. Erin Borel was in attendance tonight to request additional signage to direct truck traffic.  

Her house is at Main and Lafayette Street.  Trucks need to be directed to Railroad Avenue and 

there is no signage there currently directing them there.  They go both ways taking a left from 

Main to Lafayette and from Lafayette taking a right on Main.  It is not a truck route.  Mayor 

White stated that trucks should not be in the City limits at all.  We do have signs before the 

bridge on the west side and we have signs on the south side directing them to Jacqueline Street.  

The only reason they should be in the City limits is if they are making a delivery.  They are not 

supposed to go over the bridge because there is a weight limit.  Ms. Borel stated that she does 

not think this is a city police issue.  Mayor White stated that it is.  Signs will not work unless we 

enforce it.  Chief Hardy stated that his guys do stop them if they catch them but it would be 

better if they didn’t come into the City in the first place.  Trucks are still coming from all 

directions.  They are missing the signs on Charity that says no trucks.  Mayor White asked if the 

drivers are given citations because they are breaking the law as posted all over the City.  Chief 

Hardy stated that if the driver doesn’t see the sign, you can’t write them a ticket.  Mayor White 

asked Chief to restudy the law pertaining to this.  Mayor White agreed that we can put more 

signs but she does not know if signs will help until we have enforcement of the law too.  We will 

work on that.  As far as bollards, we do have a future improvement to Main Street and any 



changes would come at that time.  That is not something that we can do right now.  You do 

have our commitment to try to mitigate the issues currently going on.   

 

-02 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to submit the 

names of Gibson Bessard, Kimya Hill, Ferric Montgomery and David Ashley to an established 

four-year institution of higher education located within the service area to fill two upcoming 

vacancies on the Abbeville Fire and Police Civil Service Board.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-03 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to surplus 

unusable crushed asphalt at the airport.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-04 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the quote 

from Trimble in the amount of $11,059.60 for equipment, software, training and support for 

data collectors for GIS mapping for the public works departments.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

-05 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve a 

special event permit for St. Mary Magdalen Church to hold Feast in the Square on July 20, 2025 

in Magdalen Square from 12:00 PM to 2:30 PM.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

The one item of old business was a reconsideration of prior adoption of personnel action for an 

employee of the Abbeville Police Department.  Mayor White stated that in October 2024, the 

Council took action to accept the recommendation of Chief Hardy to terminate an employee.  

That employee has appealed that decision and has also made a workers’ compensation claim.  

At this time, all issues of litigation have been amicable resolved and pursuant to the 

compromise of all cases being dismissed and/or settled, the employee has agreed to resign 

retroactively to October 15, 2024.  It is the recommendation of the City Attorney that the 

Council submit a motion to withdraw adoption of prior action and motion to accept resignation 

of officer, Desiree Trahan.  Originally Councilman Francis Plaisance made this motion and 

Councilwoman Broussard seconded the motion.  During the discussion portion after the motion 

and before final adoption, Councilman Plaisance withdrew his motion and Councilwoman 

Broussard withdrew her second because of the results of this discussion.  The discussion is as 

follows:  Councilman Hardy stated that he has a problem this because it appears that we are un-

firing her.  Mayor White stated that we are agreeing to an amicable resolve as per workers’ 

compensation.  The personnel action form would say resigned instead of terminated.  As part of 

the agreement, she will no longer be able to apply or work at the Abbeville Police Department.  

She cannot disclose additional comments after that.  Mr. Goode is here tonight and she has Bart 

on the telephone since he could not be at the meeting tonight.  Councilman Hardy asked if this 

person applies to another department and they call the police department for a reference, are 

we supposed to say nothing.  Bart stated that we are not un-firing her because the termination 

was never finalized because she is entitled to appeal that decision.  If the Chief is contacted for 

information about what transpired, then that is up to the Chief.  The legal answer is that she 

resigned.   That is the legal finality of what transpired with her employment.  If they want 

specifics, then he does not see why the Chief cannot respond but he does not foresee that being 

an issue.  This settlement settles all issues and pending litigation between a former employee 

and the City.  Councilman Plaisance stated that the termination is moot.  What would be the 

purpose of the Chief ever terminating somebody.  Bart stated that it depends.  It is not to say 

that every termination would end like this because every case will be fact specific.  In this case 

she had legal issues and we came to a resolution with workers’ compensation and Mr. Goode.   

He does not have a problem with this based on the facts of this specific case.  Not every 

termination would end up like this.  Chief Hardy stated that if anyone asks about the specifics 



regarding this, they will have to get a release from Mrs. Trahan first.  If they call him and have 

that release from Mrs. Trahan, he can tell them his opinion and the facts that went on.  Mayor 

White stated that she does not like changing a termination to a resignation any more than 

anybody else.  But at the end of the day, unfortunately when it comes especially to fire and 

police to terminate someone, you always have an attorney involved.  It is not as easy as it is in 

private industry and quite honestly, we have enough open cases and we don’t need another 

one.  If this is the recommendation of workers’ compensation and our City Attorney, we need to 

take that advice whether we like it or not.  You are welcome to vote against it, but she believes 

it to be in the best interest to the City that we agree to conditions here.  It is an administrative 

paper change.  Unfortunately, our hands are tied in this situation.  Bart stated that this decision 

was come to by him and workers’ compensation and is based on a lot of factors including 

economics.  The decision is not based on emotions.  It is based on what we feel will be in the 

best interest of the City.  Mayor White stated that she understands that Councilman Plaisance 

was not here for the hearing but she has the minutes on her desk if he would want to read them.  

Councilman Plaisance stated that he is concerned about setting a precedent.  Mayor White 

stated that it has been our experience that in every issue we have had, especially in police and 

fire, there is always an attorney present when we start to reprimand.  She does not think that 

anything we do or don’t do at the table stops that.  Every time we need to discipline and officer 

or a member of the fire department what needs to be done by the Council is to consider all the 

facts, all the recommendations of our chiefs and do what we feel is best.  This is what the 

Council did in October 2024.  The fact that workers’ compensation made this recommendation, 

that is why we have workers’ compensation in place and that is why we have a City Attorney in 

place.  When you take your emotions out of it and look at what the recommendations are, 

whether we believe it to be right or wrong, this is the best decision for the taxpayers for the City 

of Abbeville per both the City Attorney and workers’ compensation.  Councilman Campbell asked 

if they could look to this case for future reprimands.  Bart stated that every case is unique.  This 

case does not have any bearing on the next situation whatsoever.  The recommendation he is 

making is based on the facts of this case alone.  This is not just disciplinary proceedings.  We 

also have workers’ compensation that was filed.  Mayor White stated that every case is unique 

and the Council should not make their decision based on if it will be litigated.  This case was a 

unique set of circumstances.  Mr. Goode stated that this resolution is for the benefit of the City 

as well as Mrs. Trahan.  Now she can go on with her life and once she is fully recovered, she can 

go back to law enforcement if she chooses to do so.  She was injured psychologically while trying 

to save a man’s life while on the job.  She is not getting away with something.  It is a 

complicated scenario.  Councilman Broussard stated that we did have the officer here for the 

hearing and this brings this all to a conclusion.  Workers’ compensation is advising us and he is 

glad we are considering accepting it. 

 

-06 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to reconsider 

prior adoption of personnel action from October 2024 for Officer Desiree Trahan and to accept 

Officer Desiree Trahan’s resignation retroactively as per the settlement discussed.  The motion 

was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as follows: 

  YEAS:  3(Campbell, T. Broussard, B. Broussard) 

  NAYS:  2(Plaisance, Hardy) 

  ABSENT: 0 

  ABSTAIN: 0 

Therefore, the motion carried. 

 

Todd Vincent, Engineer 

- We are working on the change order to remove some of the structures from the FY 2023 

LCDBG Clearance Program Project to bring it into budget.   If you have any comments, please 



let him know.  We will finalize the change order and bring it to the next meeting. 

 

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

- Will have a report pertaining to Schwegmann’s at the next meeting. 

- The crew is trying to catch up on grass cutting.  Councilman Plaisance asked if we could 

outsource that.  Mayor White stated that it is not the City’s responsibility, per our ordinance, 

to cut the sides of the road except when there are open ditches.  The last thing we should be 

doing is taking on more grass cutting on the taxpayers’ dime for people who are not taking 

care of their own property.  Chris added that about a year ago or so we stared a reverse 

auction called Geaux Mow.  We bid out certain sections of the City and people who have 

their proper insurances and licenses are able to bid.  It starts at an amount determined by 

the amount of acreage and then they reverse auction it.  It starts at a certain price then they 

bid it down.  We had a couple of issues when we started the program but now, we have 

some really good people cutting grass and taking care of the sections they are suppose to.  

Mayor White asked Councilman Plaisance to get with Chris is there is an area he would like 

added.  Chris stated that by doing this, our crews can work on other things that need to be 

done in the City. 

- Councilman Hardy asked about Gauraud and St. Paul.  Chris stated that Mayor White would 

cover that.  He also asked about St. Francis Woods.  Chris stated that his guys went in there 

with some cold patch.  The police jury did not want to blacktop it because it is curb and 

gutter.  They will come in and do some heavy patching.  That road was built very cheaply.  

You have about one inch of asphalt that is falling apart.  It is not the oldest road in the City 

either.  Mayor White stated that it is the new road, new builds and new subdivisions that are 

costing us the most money and needing repairs.  The next time we have people up here 

wanting to build a subdivision and give us roads for free, remember we don’t get them for 

free.  We get them for the cost of the maintenance.  Please keep that in mind when we talk 

about the cost of building subdivisions.  We want subdivisions but we want good builders 

and things built right.  It doesn’t need to be on the taxpayers’ dollars.  Chris stated that it is a 

one-inch road and it is falling apart and water is getting underneath it.  The trash trucks go 

in there and the road cannot withstand that weight.  There is one spot that is just dirt now.  

Hopefully the police jury will come in within the next 30 days to do some heavy patching to 

that area.   

 

Mayor Roslyn R. White 

- Gave parks and recreation report.  The 2025 baseball league is finished.  The American 

Legion 29ers are participating in a tournament. 

- She is sick of waiting on the contractor to make the repair at Gauraud and St. Paul.  We will 

be sending in a contractor to make that repair.  Todd Vincent asked Mayor to give the 

current contractor until the end of the week as they told him they would get to it this week.  

Mayor White stated that if it is not done by the end of the week, we will send in a contractor 

to make that repair and our City Attorney and Todd will have to figure out how to adjust the 

contract with the sewer contractor. 

- City Hall will be closed on July 4th. 

- Coffee Talks with the Mayor will be held on July 10, 2025 at Starbucks. 

- J. H. Williams school will hold a cleanup day on July 19, 2025. 

- The City is hiring across all departments. 

- Mayor’s Youth Council applications are being accepted until 8/31/25. 

- Congratulations to the three J. H. Williams students that placed in the National Beta 

Convention. 

 

 



Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

- Had a homicide Sunday night.  A young man was killed and the suspect was arrested 

yesterday afternoon.  He is a minor and is in a juvenile detention center. 

- Councilman Broussard discussed the accumulation of vehicles after hours at the business on 

the corner of Lyman and Charity.   

- Councilwoman Broussard stated that she was at a community meeting last night.  She had a 

packet from the City regarding certain ordinances.  One thing that was discussed was 

juvenile crimes.  They wanted to make sure the curfew ordinance is being enforced.  Chief 

Hardy stated that he would also like to have Neighborhood Watch in the neighborhoods.  A 

lot of people don’t trust their neighbors now days.  It is good to know your neighbors.  Ray 

Chevrolet will be hosting a Night at Ray Chevrolet for everyone.  We will have a 

neighborhood watch program presentation.  Councilman Campbell stated that people are 

afraid for retribution.  Chief Hardy stated that they are trying to build trust.  Crime is not a 

police department problem; it is a pubic problem.  Police are just there to try to deter crime 

and to solve the crimes.  Councilman Campbell stated that the kids are no longer afraid of 

the cops.   They know how to get away from the cops. 

 

Councilman Carlton Campbell 

- Thanked Chris Rosa for writing the article on Charity Street.   

- Thanked Mayor White for meeting with legislators and other mayors to try to get some 

funds and grants to keep our community moving forward.  Mayor White added that we 

were recently approved for a $550,000 grant for electrical distribution enhancement.  This is 

thanks to Troy Hebert and Bob Hensgens.  She received the email yesterday. 

 

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. 

- July 17, 2025 at QSA there will be an opportunity to show your support for the Abbeville 

Boys and Girls Club.   

- Recognized David Ashley.  He is the brand-new president of the Abbeville Rotary Club. 

 

Councilman Francis Plaisance 

- Thanked Chris Rosa for the article. 

 

-07 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to enter into 

executive session to discuss pending litigation with the NAACP regarding reapportionment.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

-08 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to reconvene 

the regular session from executive session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor White stated that the executive session was held to discuss pending litigation with the 

NAACP regarding reapportionment.  No action is needed at this time. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned. 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVE: 

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Faulk    Roslyn R. White 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mayor 

 



City of Abbeville 

   Regular Meeting 

July 15, 2025 

 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on July 15, 2025 at 5:30 PM, 

at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street, 

Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Brady Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, presiding. 

 
Members Present:    Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady 
    Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony 
    Hardy 

 
Members Absent: Mayor Roslyn R. White 

 
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney 

 Jude Mire, Fire Chief 

 Chris Hardy, Police Lieutenant 

 Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

 Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant 

 Kim Touchet, Engineer 

 Todd Vincent, Engineer 

 Byron Dozier, Parks & Recreation Coordinator, QSA 

 Alicia Witlz & Sara Fawcett-Gary, Acadiana Planning Commission 

 Jeanne Hornsby, C H Fenstermaker & Associates 

 Charles Dill, Abbeville Planning Commission 

 Elaine Dill, Abbeville Municipal Employees Civil Service 

           

Prior to the roll call, Councilman Broussard clarified the motion that was just made at the 

Committee meeting held prior to this meeting.  Councilman Broussard stated that what the 

Ordinance Committee did was to get Council approval to send that ordinance to the full Council 

for action at a later meeting. 

 

Councilman Broussard called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  Councilman 

Broussard asked Councilwoman Terry Broussard to lead the assembly in prayer and asked Mr. 

Charles Dill to lead those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Councilman Broussard asked if there were any comments on any agenda item prior to action.  

There were none. 

 

-01 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to ratify the 

separation of service for Tony Landry from the Abbeville Fire Department as he has exhausted 

his 365 sick leave days.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Ms. Alicia Wiltz and Ms. Sara Fawcett-Gary gave a presentation regarding GIS mapping.  Sara 

stated that the City received a DRA grant to do the master plan as well as to provide GIS.  This 

means we took all of your paper data and put it into spatial data.  That way you can view it and 

analyze it.  That is how we currently got here.  Alicia will discuss what you can use the GIS 

system for and how the work order system is used for the electrical system.  Mayor White would 

like to replicate that for the other City services departments.  The GIS is one side and work order 

system is a separate side but they do work together.  Alicia explained in detail how GIS mapping 

works and the benefits of utilizing GIS to make decisions.  This is a user-friendly way to look at 

the data pertaining to infrastructure.  This will help with communication across the board.  The 



other piece was the work order system.  This was set up to receive and streamline customer 

complaints.  Then we can keep track of those complaints and easily provide reports and see 

open or closed work orders for a specific address.  Every morning a summary of open work 

orders can be prepared for each district.  This also helps you see certain areas that you may 

have more issues with.  This platform will be more efficient for work orders.  The link would be 

on your website so that customers complete it or they can call City Hall and the employees there 

can enter the information and submit the work order.   

 

Ms. Jeanne Hornsby discussed the GIS 360-degree data collection and electrical system asset 

identification.  They would create an asset inventory with a 360-degree camera.  It would be 

time stamped and geo referenced.  The camera picks up everything including streets, light poles, 

signs, signals, potholes and conditions of ditches.  This will go into the GIS system.  We are 

interested in collecting data for the electrical system including utility poles, substations, etc.   

 

-02 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to ratify bills paid in 

the month of June 2025.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-03 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to award the contract 

for the FY 2023 LCDBG Clearance Program, Phase I-Demolition of Blighted Structures to Lathan 

Construction, LLC with a concurrent contract change order number 1 to eliminate several 

structures to reduce the contract price, contingent upon approval from the Office of 

Community Development.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-04 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to award the 

contract for FY 2023 LCDBG Clearance Program Phase II-Demolition of Blighted Structures to 

Pellerin and Sons, Inc. contingent upon approval from the Office of Community Development.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-05 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to authorize the 

Mayor to execute an agreement with the Acadiana Planning Commission relative to the 

ongoing development of the GIS mapping system and technology services.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

-06 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to authorize the 

Mayor to execute an agreement with C H Fenstermaker and Associates pertaining to the GIS 

360-degree video data collection and electrical system asset identification.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

-07 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Francis Plaisance to ratify payment of the 

invoice from Frank Harrison Asphalt in the amount of $7,000.00 for repairs to road cuts at 

Gauraud at St. Paul and Lorraine.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Hardy/Plaisance 

Resolution R25-22 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an NDA with Irby Utilities to provide a high-level 

technology assessment and feasibility study for a technology infrastructure plan to support City 

of Abbeville utility operations.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 



-08 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to appoint Mayor 

Roslyn R. White to the Transportation Policy Committee of the Acadiana Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO).  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-09 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to appoint Chris 

Gautreaux to the Transportation Technical Committee of the Acadiana Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO).  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve pothole 

repairs throughout the City.  Every district will get one week.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-11 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the 

estimate from Crane Tech, Inc. in the amount of $8,044.63 to repair unit 493 in the electrical 

department.  This is the pole truck.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Chris Gautreaux discussed the status of the property located at 309 Veterans Memorial 

Drive, the old Schwegmann’s store.   Letters were prepared today to be sent to the property 

owners.  They need to secure the building and the roof.  The hole everybody talked about is not 

the hole that everybody imagined.  There is a hatch that is open but it is not the big hole that 

everyone thought it was.  When he drove up there, there was a homeless guy sleeping in the 

front.  Chief Jude made the visit with him.  The fire department checked on the guy.  He was 

alright.  We have some homeless hanging out there.  We also had some homeless hanging out 

inside because fires were built during the winter time to keep themselves warm.  The building is 

infested with pigeons.  There was a bad water leak on the fire line.  Fire lines are not metered.  

We track water loss.  That is a water leak that had been going on for a long time inside of the 

building.  He called Larry Moore, Jr., because it is tapped straight to the main water line.  The 

firemen helped us get in.  It was an unsecured building so we have the right to get in to turn that 

valve off.   They will be told to clean their fence line there as vegetation is growing out of 

control.  They will also have to mow their grass.  He is waiting for the response from the owners.  

The letter will be mailed tomorrow.  There is no evidence of the structure being dilapidated or 

unfit.  Just because we don’t like the look of the building doesn’t mean we can demolish it.  The 

owner will get 10 days from when the letter is mailed.  If they don’t respond, we will bring it 

back to the Council and get authorization as needed.  We did fly a drone and that is how we got 

pictures of the roof. 

 

Mr. Chris Gautreaux discussed the status of 2115 Charity Street, the old Budget Inn.   He 

encountered a guy coming out of a motel room.  There were bicycle parts all over the place.  

That wasn’t there two weeks ago so all of this occurred within two weeks.  He tried to get him to 

come to him so he could speak with him but he just walked away, then he chased him around 

the building but he got on a bicycle.  He just let him go.  We decided because of the emergency 

situation to board it up.  We made sure it was legal with Bart.  We had a search of the premises 

by the police.  We arrested two people that were living there.  When the hotel was abandoned, 

it was in pretty decent shape.  Now it is not.  Some Patel’s own the hotel.  It went into 

foreclosure.  The bank decided not to pursue the foreclosure because they did not want the 

liability.  Bart added that the bank filed the foreclosure.  Once the bank examined the property, 

they dismissed their lawsuit.  The bank will basically eat the $600,000 that is owed to them 

because there is too much liability.  They still owe the bank and the debt is still there but the 

bank did not pursue the foreclosure.  Chris stated that the property has been adjudicated to the 

Police Jury.   He priced the materials to board it up and purchased it.  Willie and his team 

boarded up the doors and other openings.  After that, we will clean up the grounds and get rid 

of all the trash.  We will mow the grass and spray it and hopefully we don’t have to go back.  It 



will take 102 sheets of plywood.  There are about 51 rooms.  We are taking pictures for 

documentation.  Bart stated that they are looking at a criminal statute when blight is such to a 

degree, they can be charged with a crime.  We will go after them personally.  He is not sure if 

they own another hotel in town but they are definitely working in another hotel here.  

Councilman Campbell asked who will be liable if something happens on the property.  Bart 

stated the property owner.   The owners have already filed bankruptcy.  Councilman Plaisance 

stated that he has already made contact with someone who may be able to step in and buy the 

property to make it into a homeless shelter.  Bart stated that Mayor White is developing a 

homeless plan that she will bring to the City Council in the near future.  Two of the people who 

were there were trying to get back to Texas.  It has been adjudicated to the Police Jury but they 

just don’t want to spend the funds to secure it.  We cannot bill the Police Jury but we can bill the 

property owner.  Lieutenant Hardy stated that he had contacted the District Attorney’s office.  

They will check to see what kind of charge whereby we could specifically go after the owner.   

 

Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, QSA 

- Wrapped up the 2025 spring/summer baseball session this past weekend.  2D came to town 

and you had high school showcase from all over.   There was a total of 51 teams between 

several complexes.  We even had some college scouts in town so some people did get 

recruited.  We are looking to do a couple of fall tournaments.   The Toys for Tots tournament 

is usually the first weekend in December. 

- Flag football registration is starting up.   

 

Councilman Brady Broussard 

- Reported that the Mayor is out tonight on personal business. 

- Thanked everyone who attended the meeting.  We can’t conduct the City’s business without 

you, including our YouTube viewers.  All of our meetings are broadcasted on YouTube.  

Please stay involved in your city and become a solution to what we have in society.   

 

Councilman Carlton Campbell 

- Introduced former Lafayette City Councilman, Chris Williams, who was in the audience 

tonight. 

 

Councilman Francis Plaisance 

- Discussed St. Peters street.  He asked if officers can pass and drive that street and tell those 

people to leave.  Lieutenant Hardy stated that they can have them leave if they are in the 

road but we cannot remove them from private property.  He will pass the message onto the 

dispatcher. 

 

Councilman Tony Hardy 

- Asked Chris Gautreaux the pothole repair would begin in his district on Monday. 

- Thanked everyone for their thoughts and prayers for his daughter that passed away last 

week.  We really appreciate it and everyone made it a lot easier for them.   

 

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor Piazza declared this meeting adjourned. 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVE: 

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Faulk    Brady Broussard, Jr. 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mayor Pro-Tem 
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City of Abbeville 

Committee Meeting 

July 15, 2025 

 
 

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Abbeville met for a committee meeting on July 15, 

2025 at 5:00 P.M., at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room located at 101 North 

State Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Brady Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, 

presiding. 

 

Members Present: Council Members Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard,  

 Brady Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance 

                                                and Tony Hardy 

 

Members Absent: Mayor Roslyn R. White 
 

Also Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney 

 Chris Hardy, Police Lieutenant 

 Jude Mire, Fire Chief 

 Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant 

 Chris Gautreaux, Public works & Parks Director 

 Todd Vincent, Engineer 

 Jordan Henagan, Borne, Wilkes & Rabalais 

 Heather Carrasco, Borne, Wilkes & Rabalais 

 Ahmed Soussi, Southern Poverty Law Center 

 Ravin St. Julien 
     

Councilman Broussard called the meeting to order. He turned the floor over to the Committee 

Chair, Councilman Tony Hardy.  Councilman Hardy read the upcoming agenda items aloud and 

then turned the floor over to Jordan Henagan. 

 

Ms. Jordan Henagan stated she is representing the City in litigation filed by the Vermilion Parish 

NAACP.  Attached to the agenda is a map that the City has worked on to redistrict to be more in 

compliance with the 14th amendment.  The map also comes with a table that breaks down 

population per district.  This map remedies some issues that the court saw with our prior City 

Council district maps.  She feels that a judge would find this map constitutional and it remedies 

the issues with the districts.  Councilman Campbell stated that he read in several places that the 

2020 census was incorrect.  He asked her what numbers were used to create the map.  Jordan 

stated that initially when this litigation arose and was filed, there were multiple municipalities 

that felt the 2020 census was not accurate.  However, as this litigation went on and we went in 

front of the federal judge, Judge Summerhays, he indicated that he may not be willing to agree 

with the argument that the census is not accurate as a basis for keeping the prior map.  At that 

point, that is when she recommended that we should regroup and reapportion the districts.  She 

still thinks that there still remains some indication that the census is inaccurate however it is the 

number that is used when looking at if reapportionment needs to occur.  It is the number we are 

stuck with even though there are indications that it is inaccurate.  Ms. Ravin St. Julien asked 

what the problem would be to make it equal across the districts.  Jordan stated that it is not 

necessarily a problem in that it can’t be done but it is very difficult to make the population exactly 

equal while there are other traditional redistricting principles that need to be considered.  There 

is software today that demographers use but there are things to be considered other than just the 

number of people in each district.  The courts also look at it to see if the map is constitutional.  

The proposed map does show all the principles as well as trying to get the population as equal 

as possible.  The court looks at a standard or maximum deviation between the districts.  The 

court allows a range for local municipalities.  The map is within that standard deviation and it 

complies with all of the other principles that are looked at.  Mr. Ahmed Soussi passed out his 

proposed map and other documents.  He works for the Southern Poverty Law Center and 

represents the Vermilion NAACP.   SPLC has been involved in the redistricting process in 

Abbeville since 2021.  They sent a letter in 2021 informing the City of its constitutional 

requirements of the 14th amendment and the voting rights act.  He understands that in 2021 the 

City chose to pause because of the new election and to redistrict in 2022.  His organization sent 

another letter in 2022 specifically on the one person/one vote issue explaining that the current 

district configuration was unconstitutional so much so that if it would get into litigation, the City 

would have to defend this mal-apportion.  He provided alternative maps during that time.  The 

City Council decided unanimously to keep the 2010 configuration which led them into litigation.  
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In September of 2023, we sent another letter with another map.  This map tonight is an absolute 

perfect proportionality map.  It has 2 people difference between districts.  We asked the City 

Council to reconsider redistricting because we don’t to sue.  We tried to resolve that beforehand.  

We filed the litigation and because of that litigation, the City is now deciding to redistrict.  They 

had the opportunity to create equal districts.   One of the things that is in the Vermilion NAACP 

map versus the City of Abbeville map is that is has proportionality.  It is fair and equitable.  He 

is not speaking of this in terms of feelings but by hard data that shows why it is fair and equitable.  

The Abbeville map has a 200-person difference.  If you look at the NAACP map there is a 2-

person difference.  It is imperative to have equal districts.  We just saw a special election decided 

by one vote.  That one person has that much power in each district.  It is crucial for each council 

district to have equal districts.  One of the great things about the NAACP map is that is has the 

basic configuration to the Abbeville map.  The letter and map that we sent in September was a 

little bit different.  We want to settle this case.  They understood that the City wants to keep that 

same basic shape.  If you were to look at the maps, Abbeville versus the NAACP, it is the same 

basic shape.  There is some movement but this map gets near proportionality.  When we are 

talking about the law, what he thinks is important is not what is legal or not but what is actually 

fair.  This map will be in place for the 2026 voters to empower voters with equal districts.  One 

of the things that Jordan mentioned is that there are traditional redistricting principle.  Those 

are things like compactness.  We don’t want districts that are going all over the place.  There 

are metrics to look at.  These metrics are the last page of the black and white handout that was 

given.  It has all the population data, racial data and compactness scores.  The compactness of 

the districts are very similar.  The big advantage of the NAACP map is it unpacks District D.  

That is a separate issue that is not part of this litigation but it is a decision whether you are 

affirming to approve or fix the map.  The current Abbeville map, District D, does not move.  It 

would be the same configuration since 2010.  The total population in District D is 70 % black.  

That is packing the district of black voters.  The NAACP map unpacks those black voters out of 

District D.  It allows everyone in Abbeville to have equal voting power.  We are in active 

litigation.  We want to resolve this.  We want to make sure everyone has equal voting power.  

One person/one vote is not only in the constitution, it makes sense.  We want to make sure that 

where ever you live in Abbeville, your vote counts the same.  You had this decision in 2022 and 

you decided to retain that unconstitutional map.  You have the opportunity now to pass a map 

that is very similar to what you are considering but has that near proportionality and avoids the 

racial gerrymandering issue that could set up for the future.  Ms. Ravin St. Julien stated that she 

conducted an unofficial poll in the last four hours and the poll result is that the one person/one 

vote would be the way to go.  It is as closest to fair.  Councilman Broussard stated that ultimately 

it will be Judge Summerhays that sees appropriateness or not.  Jordan stated that Mr. Soussi 

spoke about unpacking District D.  These are buzz words.  That is considered an entirely different 

cause of action.  That is not the cause of action and why this map was looked at to begin with.  

Using those buzz words may prick some ears up but really the are irrelevant under this situation.  

The word gerrymandering also falls into that category of not considered under the cause of 

action that we are here for today.  Mr. Soussi’s map is not the map that they suggested when 

they filed this lawsuit.  It is a new version as of the last month.  She is not sure of the motive 

behind providing multiple maps and trying to decipher multiple maps as this provides voter 

confusion to begin with.  To address Ms. St. Julien, there is a range that the court looks at as 

constitutional.  Both of these maps are within that range.  One is not more equal than the other.  

Councilman Plaisance stated that he has had these maps all week long and he has been studying 

it.  The whole issue is his district and Councilwoman Broussard’s district.  His understanding is 

that we want to make it even.  He has been weighing that in his mind.   

 

-01 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to recommend 

to the City Council to adopt an ordinance to reapportion the districts in accordance with Federal 

and State law at their next regular meeting scheduled for August 5, 2025.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Councilman Hardy asked Bart to explain the proposed ordinance pertaining to loitering.  Bart 

stated that the City is looking to amend the loitering ordinance to add to it:  sleeping on public 

property.  This revision would make it illegal for people to sleep on public property.  People could 

not sleep in Magdalen Square or any park at night.   

 

-02 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to recommend to 

the City Council to adopt an ordinance to amend Section 13-50, loitering, at their next regular 

meeting scheduled for August 5, 2025.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Broussard declared this meeting 
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adjourned. 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVE: 

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Faulk    Brady Broussard, Jr. 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mayor Pro-Tem 

  

 
















































