City of Abbeville
Regular Meeting
May 20, 2025

The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on May 20, 2025 at 5:30
PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street,
Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor, presiding.

Members Present: Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady
Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony
Hardy
Members Absent: None
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

Mike Hardy, Police Chief

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

Rani Lege, Administrative Assistant to the Mayor
Stewart Head, Electrical Superintendent

Lee Schexnaider, Wastewater Plant Superintendent
Kim Touchet, Engineer

Todd Vincent, Engineer

Andie Bostick, Engineer

Concerned citizens who reside on St. Peter Avenue

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call. Mayor White asked
Councilman Francis Plaisance to lead the assembly in prayer and she asked Councilman Carlton
Campbell to lead those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor White asked if there were any comments from the public pertaining to any agenda item.
There were none.

Ms. Claire L. Martin, Executive Director of Vermilion Council on Aging had requested to be on
the agenda to introduce herself and to discuss their programs and services for Vermilion Parish
residents 60 and over but she had called earlier to say she could not make the meeting because
she was ill. She will call to reschedule.

-01 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve the
April 2025 budget to actual report. The motion carried unanimously.

Campbell/T. Broussard
Resolution R25-17

A resolution adopting the millage rate for 2025 property taxes.

The motion carried unanimously.

-02 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to submit the
names of Patrick Duhon and Corey Lege to fill one vacancy on the Abbeville Harbor and

Terminal District Board as Mr. Patrick Duhon’s term expires on 6/30/25. The motion carried
unanimously.



-03 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve a
special event permit for the Next Step Project Community Walk to be held on August 2, 2025
from 9 AM to 6 PM. The motion carried unanimously.

-04 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to authorize
an appraisal of the City owned lot located at 303 Maude Avenue. The motion carried
unanimously.

-05 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to change the
speed limit to 25 MPH on Rodeo Road from the Highway 14 By-pass to North Airport Road. The
motion carried unanimously.

-06 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve the
renewal of Fire Department Insurance with Special Risk Insurance (VFIS) effective June 1, 2025.
The motion carried unanimously.

-07 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve the cost in
the amount of $25,027.38 to supply underground electrical to new hangar area at the airport
(Phase 1) and the cost in the amount of $3,882.50 to supply underground electrical to the
businesses at the airport (Phase Il). The motion carried unanimously.

-08 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the quote
from Charter Machine Company in the amount of $7,796.00 for a tension roll assembly for the
Wastewater Treatment Plant. The motion carried unanimously.

-09 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to ratify payment
of the invoice from Terry’s Diesel Repair in the amount of $16,097.16 for a repair to a fire truck.
The motion carried unanimously.

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve payment
of partial payment number 8 in the amount of $25,830.01 payable to Glenn Lege Construction
LLC relative to the Graceland Avenue Street and Sidewalk Improvements project. The motion

carried unanimously.

T. Broussard/Hardy
Resolution R25-18

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a contract for occupancy by and between the City
of Abbeville and the Vermilion Council on Aging.

The motion carried unanimously.

-11 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to table
approval of change order number 7 relative to the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement
Project. The motion carried unanimously.

-12 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to table approval
of payment of partial payment number 10 in the amount of $79,403.38 payable to Glenn Lege
Construction LLC relative to the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement Project. The motion
carried unanimously.



-13 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to table the approval
of the certificate of substantial completion with punch list for the Downtown Abbeville Street
Improvement Project. The motion carried unanimously.

-14 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to table the adoption
of a resolution authorizing the Mayor to accept the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement
Project as complete and to sign the certificate of substantial completion. The motion carried
unanimously.

Councilman Plaisance began a discussion pertaining to crime issues on St. Peter Avenue. He
stated that he is wanting to know what can be done about the situation. It is not to criticize
anyone. The problem is people loitering in the road and on private property. Chief Hardy stated
that he had his secretary pull up every call for that area since January 1, 2025. They have only
had two calls. He let the residents know that they should call the police department each time.
If you don’t call, the staff is on regular patrol. If there is a crowd of people in the street, call the
police department. He has given the residents his card that has his personal cell phone number.
They can call him directly. Councilman Plaisance stated that there is a cluster of people there
every Friday night. Chief Hardy stated that he makes a point to pass by that area when he is
going through town. The only thing he saw was three people sitting on a car in the empty lot
right off of Graceland. There was not a crowd on a Friday. We also have a camera there so we
can check the camera. We can pull up the camera footage and look at it. We will need an
approximate date and time to view the footage. Councilman Plaisance stated that the police
only passed on Graceland. People are not able to come out on their porch at night. Councilman
Campbell stated that it is usually not the people who live there that are piling up there. They
live in other parts of town. Chief Hardy stated that it was bad in 2022 but it has slowed down a
lot since one of the residents passed away. He has never seen a crowd there. We can have
them removed if they are on the roadway and we can quiet it down if they are too loud. If they
are on private property, there is not much we can do before the curfew. Councilman Campbell
stated that many years ago we passed a loitering ordinance and an attorney challenged it and it
was found unconstitutional. Chief Hardy stated that you cannot charge them with loitering.

The residents have to call him or call the station and we can send patrols but they have to let the
police know. Councilman Plaisance stated that next time the residents call him, he will tell them
to call Chief Hardy. Mayor White stated that she and Chief Hardy meet every two weeks and
they have discussed this situation at Councilman Plaisance’s request. Mr. Roger Stelly stated
that he lives on Wabash. When he got home Friday night he heard gun fire. Saturday morning,
he picked up unexpended bullets in front of his house. He brought them to give to Chief Hardy.
He stated that he called 911 Saturday morning but no one ever showed up. 911 asked if they
were shooting now so he answered that they are not. Mayor White asked Mr. Stelly to first call
the police department next time that happens. If he gets no response then he should call Chief
Hardy but if Chief Hardy doesn’t show up, he should call her and she will show up. We will make
sure that the shells will be properly collected so that we can actually catch these people. Mr.
Stelly stated that this is the second time he has found bullets in front of his house. This last time
occurred between 9:30 PM and 12:00 AM this past Friday. He feels like his complaints are
falling on deaf ears. Mr. Sheldon Romero stated that he lives on LaPorte. His house was shot up
two years ago. They were shooting at the drug house behind his house. He has offered the
police department and the sheriff department his cameras and they can sit at his computer and
watch. They did not take up the offer. He picked up 48 casings in front of his house. Chief
Hardy stated that Mr. Romero lives next door to some felons that have been arrested. Mayor
White stated that we now have a contact with FBI and she has asked Chief Hardy to make a call
and schedule him to come in to meet with her, VPSO and Chief Hardy to see if we can go after



these gangs with federal charges. It will take all departments cooperating. We are all tired of it
and it is unacceptable. The Chief and his department need to review the video to see if we can

use it to make arrests. There is no excuse for not responding. She checked her phone because

she always gets text messages when there are reports of shots fired. She did not receive any
Friday night. She asked Chief Hardy to check with 911 to verify that they received the call from
Mr. Stelly Friday night. She also wants to know if the police department dispatcher or anyone
else there took the call and did not respond. Chief Hardy stated that he would check it.

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

In the next couple of meetings, we will be bringing an intergovernmental agreement with
the Town of Delcambre for water line consulting to assist them. The Town of Erath will also
assist.

He is working on code enforcement. He is getting people to cut their own grass. He thanked
Fire Chief Mire for assisting with this.

Work approved at last meeting at the Sewer plant and Water plant will begin Thursday.
Splashpad will be opened 5/23/25 from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM. It is set on a timer and will not
come on before 9:00 AM and will shut off at 7:00 PM.

The LCDBG Sewer project is not going well. Todd is working on something to get it
straightened out. We turned it on and it didn’t pump.

Recognized Andie Bostick for her work on the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement
project. She designed it and did a great job. She is moving to another firm that is more in
her wheelhouse. We will miss her and wish her well.

Mayor Roslyn R. White

Gave parks and recreation report on behalf of Byron Dozier. Today marks the new season
for the Abbeville Post 29ers American Legion Baseball team. Home games will begin the
second week in June. The APRD/QSA end of baseball season tournament ends Thursday.
Awards will be presented on Thursday. Councilman Plaisance asked if he could have the
water tested and more fish put at the pond at LaFitte Park. Mayor White stated that would
be ok and she would like him to organize another family fish day there too.

There is a blood drive at the Courthouse tomorrow.

City Hall will be closed for Memorial Day.

The Daylily Festival is May 31, 2025.

Coffee Talks with the Mayor will be held on June 12, 2025. She will have City Marshal
Jeremiah Bolden and Assistant Deputy Marshal Reggie Hilts at the event.

Councilman Carlton Campbell

Asked Chief Hardy to see if there is anything he can do regarding electric motor scooters that
people are driving all over town. Chief Hardy stated that he is asking them to stop at stop
signs. It is like a bicycle. There is no license required. Mayor White asked the Chief to verify
the laws and have the officers stop them.

Thanked Clavern Adams, Jr. for speaking at Kiwanis today.

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr.

Thanked the two people who came to the meeting tonight to discuss St. Peters Avenue.
Please let us know if you don’t get answers.

We have to get some traffic law control. Citizens are asking for speed lumps, bollards and
other things that we call a road diet. If you can’t get enforcement, there are some other
things that you can do that will slow traffic. The citizens at Godchaux Park and Fifth Street
are looking for anything that we can do for speed bumps to slow traffic. We don’t have to
wait until a child gets hit or killed. We are talking about First through Fifth Street, Lake



Street, Main Street and those roads in that area. He has reached out to Police Juror Liz
Touchet to request her assistance too. He has Fifth Street residents in the audience now. He
has put this situation in the work order system already. Ms. Sonnier stated that she needs
the Council to pay attention to this because she sees this every day. She has had a car run
the stop sign, run into her driveway and hit her car then they ran away. Another nearly hit
her neighbor’s grandchild. She had to throw him into the grass to save him. The empty
police cars are a joke. Something has to be done. Mayor White stated that it starts with
enforcement. We know that people want speed bumps. We have to have a policy and a
process in place before we start putting them anywhere in the City. One of the things we did
at the mid-sized cities Mayor’s conference is we got the City of Broussard'’s policy. We will
be presenting this to the City Council. We had looked at Lafayette’s policy but Lafayette is a
much bigger government. It is the steps and procedures that people have to go through
before we will consider putting a speed bump in a neighborhood. It’s not that we don’t want
to put them, they are not recommended, but if a neighborhood wants one there will be a
procedure that you have to go through before we approve one anywhere. We hope to put it
on an agenda in the near future. Basically, it will work that the citizen makes the complaint,
a speed study will be conducted, then there will be a survey and if it passes all the steps, we
will install the speed bump. It is a safety issue in everyone’s neighborhood and a problem on
every street in Abbeville. APD is aggressively pursuing traffic violators and getting people to
obey the law. Complaints about traffic and crime have to go to the Police Chief. The Council
cannot do anything about this because he is an elected Police Chief. We have no authority
to tell him how to do his job or how to direct his staff. Councilman Broussard stated that the
downtown street project has moved the traffic to residential areas. We need the Chief to
enforce the laws. Councilwoman Broussard stated that the Chief has brought in someone
who is dedicated to traffic enforcement. Mayor White stated that we will never be able to
police away everything. We will have to look at traffic calming solutions.

Councilman Francis Plaisance
- He also asked that we check out Lyman Street too for speeders. Mayor White added that
there is a road improvement project with traffic calming coming to Lyman Street.
- Asked Bart to look into demolishing the old Schwegmann building. Mayor White stated that
the property has been sold and they are developing that lot. She would be glad to fill him in
on that too.

Mayor White and the City Council offered a special recognition of the following Vermilion
Catholic Championship students:
Division IV Boys back-to-back 2024 and 2025 Tennis State Champions
Division IV Gold State Champions
Division 1V Select Baseball State Champions
Lene Clarire Romero — Division IV State Champion in 132 Ibs. weight class and AMP High
School National Champion in 138 Ibs. weight class.
John Fontenot — Division IV State Runner-up and 2025 State Champion Tennis Boys
Singles.
Marley Moore — Class 1A Girls 100 Meter Dash State Champion.
Ali Broussard and Emma Williams — Division IV 2024 State Champions and 2025 State
Runner-up Tennis Doubles.

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned.



ATTEST: APPROVE:

Kathleen S. Faulk Roslyn R. White
Secretary-Treasurer Mavyor



