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City of Abbeville  

Regular Meeting  

March 17, 2026 

  

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Abbeville met for a regular meeting on March 17, 

2026, at 5:30 P.M., at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room located at 101 North 

State Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor, presiding. 

 

Members Present: Council Members Carlton Campbell, Brady 

Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis 

Plaisance, and Tony Hardy 

 

Members Absent: Councilwoman Terry Broussard 

 

Also Present: Chris Gautreaux, Public Works and Parks 

Director 

Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

Bart Broussard, City Attorney 

Jeremiah Bolden, City Marshal 

Reggie Hilts, Deputy City Marshal 

Doris Langlinais, Jr., Fire Chief 

Lee Schexnaider, Wastewater Plant 

Superintendent 

Bruce Sonnier, Concerned Citizen 

Gary Schoelerman, Representative of the 

Louisiana/Mississippi Blinded Veterans 

Association Regional Group, Inc. 

Shawntina Gibson, Representative of the 

Louisiana/Mississippi Blinded Veterans 

Association Regional Group, Inc. 

Nick Gautreaux, Executive Director of Abbeville 

Harbor and Terminal District Board 

Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, 

QSA 

Kim Touchet, Engineer 

Todd Vincent, Engineer 

Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant  

 

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  Mayor White called on 

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. to lead the assembly in prayer.  Mr. Gary Schoeleman led 

those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any of the agenda items prior to action.  

There were none. 

-01 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to ratify bills paid in 

the month of February 2026.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-02 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the 

minutes from the March 3, 2026 Committee Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Bruce Sonnier, a concerned citizen.  Mr. Sonnier asks 

the Council to consider adopting a resolution to change the nominating process to the Abbeville 

Harbor and Terminal District.  Mr. Sonnier states that he has provided the Council with the 

revised ordinance passed in 1990 that changed the process in which someone is nominated and 

appointed to serve on the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District Board.  He states that two 

weeks ago he met with the Vermilion Parish Police Jury, and they agreed to pursue the 

resolution, but it must be agreed upon by both governmental entities.  Mr. Carlton Campbell 

recused himself since he currently serves on the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District Board.  

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Nick Gautreaux, Executive Director of the Abbeville 

Harbor and Terminal District Board.  Mr. Gautreaux states that the current nomination and 

appointment process is fair and balanced as three members are from the city limits, and three 

members are from the parish limits.  Mayor White states that she has noticed that some members 

have been on the board for five and six terms, so she would like to see term limits potentially be 

imposed.  Mr. Gautreaux states that Mr. Wayne LeBleu, who has been serving for six or seven 

terms, has turned in his resignation from the board.  Therefore, currently the longest serving 

individuals on the board have been serving for three terms.  Mr. Gautreaux states that he will 

bring Mayor White ‘s suggestion of implementing term limits to the board.  Mr. Sonnier asks Mr. 

Gautreaux who is the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District Board’s oversight.  Mr. 

Gautreaux states that the board was created by the state of Louisiana and is overseen by the 

Louisiana’s legislature and auditor.  Mr. Carlton Campbell states that serving on the Abbeville 

Harbor and Terminal District Board is uncompensated.  Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. 

Patrick Duhon, Vice President of the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District Board.  Mr. Duhon 

addresses the proposed term limits by stating that the City and Vermilion Parish Police Jury 

nominate the members of the board and that the City does have the option to not renominate an 

individual once their term is complete. 

-03 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to allow the City Attorney to work with the 

Vermilion Parish Police Jury Attorney to review the revised ordinance and create a resolution 

with acceptable language. 

     SUBSTITUTE: introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to 

allow the revised ordinance on the nomination and appointment process for the Abbeville Harbor 

and Terminal District Board to remain unchanged.  The motion was put to a vote as follows: 

YEAS:  3 (B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy) 
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NAYS:  0 

ABSENT: 1 (T. Broussard) 

ABSTAIN: 1 (Campbell) 

Therefore, the motion carried unanimously.  No vote was needed for Councilman Broussard’s 

motion which failed to get a second. 

-04 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to amend the 

agenda to add Item #17 under new business to approve the special event permit for St. Theresa 

Catholic Church to hold Passion of Christ event on April 3, 2026.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

Mayor White turns floor over to Mr. Gary Schoelerman and Ms. Shawntina Gibson, 

representatives of Louisiana/Mississippi Blinded Veterans Association Regional Group, Inc. Mr. 

Schoelerman states that their organization, Blinded Veterans Association, is a national, non-

profit corporation that was establish on March 28, 1945, to aid veterans and their families 

coping with sight loss.  The first comprehensive residential Blind Rehabilitation Center was 

opened on July 4, 1948, and currently there are thirteen facilities nationwide.  In 2010, 

President Obama declared March 28 to be National Blinded Veterans Day.  In 2020, the 

organization began using the braille American flags and began distributing them amongst the 

Blinded Rehabilitation Centers, hospitals, and libraries.  On the flag, between the stripes is the 

Pledge of Allegiance in braille.  Mr. Schoelerman asks the Council if they would display the 

braille flag in the lobby or a location where it can be viewed by the public.  Mayor White 

confirms that the City will display the flag in a visible area. 

-05 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the special 

event permit for St. Mary Magdalen Church/Christian Service Center to hold Spirit Fest in 

Magdalen Square on March 28, 2026, from 9 AM to 4 PM.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-06 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve 

the special event permit for Community Wellness to hold the Community Wellness Volleyball 

Jamboree in AA Comeaux Park on April 25, 2026, from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mrs. Atila Williams, Vice President of the Shuga Shack 

Riders.  Mrs. Williams states that the organization has held their annual trail ride at the Red 

Barn for the last ten years without any incidents occurring and has contracted the City 

Marshal’s office for security. Police Chief Mike Hardy states that the police department will also 

be working with the Marshal’s office to provide adequate amounts of security. 

-07 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve the 

special event permit for the Shuga Shack trail ride to be held on April 17, 2026 through April 19, 
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2026, at the Red Barn located at 2901 Rodeo Road. The permit is needed to access the City 

Street.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-08 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to award the contract 

for the engineering services for the City’s Greater Abbeville Electric Energy Modernization and 

Resiliency Plan Project to Siemens Energy.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Kim Touchet, engineer.  Mr. Touchet states that 

currently two Live Oak trees are in the way of Eastridge Elder Care’s expansion plan.  Eastridge 

Elder Care originally proposed planting two additional trees to replace the ones that will be 

removed.  However, city ordinances would require them to plant multiple trees to meet the 

diameter of the previous trees.  Mr. Touchet recommends that the Council accept the City Tree 

Board’s recommendation for Eastridge Elder Care to plant two Live Oak trees and pay 

$5,000.00 to the tree mitigation fund. 

-09 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to accept the tree 

mitigation recommendation of the City Tree Board for Eastridge Elder Care to plant and 

maintain two Live Oak Trees on their property and to pay $5,000.00 into the tree mitigation fund 

for the removal of two Live Oak trees currently on their property.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Lee Schexnaider, Wastewater Plant Superintendent.  

Mr. Schexnaider explains that the City has four aeration basins at the Wastewater Treatment 

Plant.  Mr. Schexnaider states that the basins need to be cleaned to keep the capacity of the 

tanks, which is 550,000 gallons.  He states that over time various items enter the wastewater 

system and build up in the tanks, which decreases the capacity. 

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the quote 

from E B Feucht and Sons LLC in the amount of $83,750.00 to clean aeration basin number 1 at 

the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-11 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to ratify payment of 

the invoice from Allen’s Collision Repair Center in the amount of $5,286.03 for repairs to APD 

Unit 657.  The motion carried unanimously. 

B. Broussard/Hardy 

Resolution 26-08 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an Intergovernmental Agreement with the 

Vermilion Parish Police Jury to share expenses for repairs to the Boys & Girls Club parking lot, 

two entrances to AA Comeaux Park, Campisi Drive and the road that connects S. Jefferson to AA 

Comeaux Park. 

The motion carried unanimously. 
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Hardy/Campbell 

Resolution 26-09 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a cooperative endeavor agreement with Faith 

Hope Christian Fellowship Church to provide emergency sheltering services during severe 

weather events. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White explains that the City currently has a cooperative endeavor agreement with Crime 

Fighters of Louisiana’s Crime Camera Network that is up for a renewal on March 28.  She 

explains that the City currently has 22 different camera sights and that the renewal would be for 

a year of service for $60,000.  Mayor White turns the floor over to Chief Hardy.  Chief Hardy 

states that the City should save the $60,000 to be invested in the offer the Vermilion Parish 

Sheriff has offered.  He explains that the Sheriff would install the cameras, and the City would 

then own them instead of leasing annually.  Chief Hardy suggests that the Council renew the 

agreement with Crime Fighters of Louisiana for now until discussions are had with the Sheriff. 

-12 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to renew the 

cooperative endeavor agreement with Crime Fighters of Louisiana for a year.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Todd Vincent, engineer.  Mr. Vincent states that the 

change order is to edit the estimated quantity of materials to the exact number of materials used.  

He explains that the sewer systems are currently online, and the project is moving forward.  Mr. 

Vincent recommends that the Council move forward with approving the change orders and 

partial payments. 

-13 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve contract 

change order number 3 for the contract with Shaw Construction, LLC pertaining to the FY 2021 

LCDBG Sewer System Rehabilitation Project.  The change order decreases the contract price by 

$131,934.34.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Vincent.  Mr. Vincent states that the partial payment 

number 15 is for the work that was completed on the pump station between December 4, 2023 

through December 4, 2024.  However, the liquidated damages exceeded the costs for the work 

completed, which was $240,000.  Mr. Vincent believes that the contractor will contest this 

partial payment, but he confirms to the Council that this is the appropriate action that is needed 

as the contractor is 767 days past the contract date. 

-14 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve 

payment of estimate for partial payment number 15 in the amount of $0.00 (due to liquidated 
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damages owed) for the contract with Shaw Construction Services, LLC relative to the FY 2021 

LCDBG Sewer System Rehabilitation Project.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Hardy/Plaisance 

Resolution 26-10 

 

A resolution of acceptance authorizing the Mayor to execute an Act of Acceptance for the FY 

2021 LCDBG Sewer System Rehabilitation Project. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

-15 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve contract 

change order number 4 for the Water Treatment Plant Improvements Project contingent upon 

OCD and LDH approval.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turned the floor over to representatives of St. Theresa Catholic Church.  

Representatives state that the event will start at 2 PM on April 3 with a short play at St. Theresa 

Catholic Church.  The event will also include a walk that will go down North Gertrude Avenue, 

Prairie Avenue, North Charles Campbell Street, East Lafayette Street, and South Gertrude 

Avenue.  Chief Hardy confirmed that the police department has received the route for the walk 

and will be present to assist St. Theresa. 

-16 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve a special 

event permit for St. Theresa Catholic Church to hold Passion of Christ event on April 3, 2026.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

-17 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve a special 

event permit for the Boutte Riders Trail Ride to be held at the Red Barn on June 6, 2026 through 

June 7, 2026. The permit is needed for them to access the City street.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

Public Works and Parks Director Chris Gautreaux 

- A safety meeting was held this morning on flooding. Next safety meeting will be on 

hurricane preparation with Abbeville Fire Department teaching CPR. 

- Dutel Street Rehab Project is complete, and all sewer lines are flowing. Crews just need 

to complete clean up once dirt settles. 

- Received a permit for demolition of the old Schwegmann Building.  He has not approved 

the permit due to the scope of work that needs to be completed.  He knows that the slab 

will stay but doesn’t know what will happen with the loading pen behind the building, 

which could be a public risk. 

- Councilman Plaisance asks about potholes on Charity Street.  Mr. Gautreaux explains 

that Charity Street is a state highway, and all work must be completed by DOTD. 
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Park and Recreation Coordinator Byron Dozier 

-  There is a baseball tournament this weekend in AA Comeaux Park beginning on 

Saturday.  There are currently 16-22 teams expected to attend. 

- Recreational baseball has 27 teams, and opening day will be at AA Comeaux Park 

- Mayor White asks about adding rails and steps to the AA Comeaux Skateboard Park for 

added features. 

 

Mayor Roslyn R. White 

- On March 13, the time capsule was reburied in the gazebo to be reopened at the City’s 

200-year anniversary. 

- Herod Elementary is hosting their Spring into a Good Book on March 18. Anyone who 

wants to volunteer to read a book can reach out to Herod Elementary. 

- March 18 at 6 PM is a CAFE meeting at Abbeville High School 

- March 19 is Sounds on the Square 

- March 21 is the Vermilion Parish Art Walk and Art Expo in addition to the Sicilian 

Festival 

- March 28 is Spirit Fest hosted in the Square from 12 PM to 3 PM. 

- April 1 at 5:30 PM is a CAFE meeting at JH Williams. 

- On April 3, City Hall will be closed for Good Friday. 

- April 9 is Coffee Talk with Mayor and Fire Chief Doris Langlinais, Jr. at the Main Fire 

Station. 

 

Police Chief Mike Hardy 

- Two new Tahoes have been completed and the other two will be completed shortly. 

- Contractors will soon be finished with an outside shop located at the police station. 

- The police department will be doing training which includes a refresher on how to 

process crime scenes. 

 

Fire Chief Doris Langlinais, Jr. 

- Hydrants flushing is being completed.  Hydrant testing will be next.  The fire department 

will notify the public when this occurs. 

- Seven applicants will participate in pre-agility testing on Sunday.  Thank you to JH 

Williams and Vermilion Catholic for the use of their track for the agility testing. 

- Abbeville Fire Department will be cooking jambalaya for Sounds on the Square this 

Thursday. 
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Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. 

- Louisiana State Police are in the city writing traffic violations. 

- Happy belated birthday to Mayor White, whose birthday was Monday, March 16. 

- Happy 30th Anniversary to Charlene Beckett who is the City’s Main Street Director. 

- Acadiana Center for Arts is partnering with Vermilion Parish School for the Art Walk 

and Expo. 

 

Councilman Francis Plaisance 

- Standing on a street corner to collect money is against city ordinances. Councilman 

Plaisance asks if the police department can enforce.  Chief Hardy states that officers do 

address it when they see it occurring. 

- St. Peter Street is still a problem.  Chief Hardy states that residents need to call the 

police when they see suspicious activity occurring. 

 

Councilman Tony Hardy 

- Louisiana State Police are in Maurice writing traffic violations as well. 

 

-18 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to enter an 

executive session to update the Council on litigation titled Timothy Bourque, et al vs City of 

Abbeville.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-19 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to reconvene the 

regular City Council meeting from the executive session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Attorney Bart Broussard.  Attorney Broussard recommends 

that the Council authorize him to have a settlement conference with Chris Landry, attorney for 

Timothy Bourque, et al. 

-20 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to authorize the 

City Attorney to have a settlement conference with Chris Landry.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned. 

 

ATTEST:       APPROVE:     
 

 

 
Kathleen S. Faulk      Roslyn R. White 
Secretary-Treasurer      Mayor 

 


