City of Abbeville
Committee Meeting
December 3, 2024

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Abbeville met for a committee meeting on December
3, 2024 at 5:10 P.M., at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room located at 101
North State Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor,
presiding.

Members Present: Council Members Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard,
Brady Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Rachel Touchet Mouton
and Tony Hardy

Members Absent: None

Also Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney

Mike Hardy, Police Chief

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant

Chris Gautreaux, Public works & Parks Director
Bryan Fisher, Code Enforcement Officer

Steve Moosa, CPA

Mayor White called the meeting to order. She asked if there were any comments on any agenda
item prior to action. Chief Mike Hardy had some issues with the current budget as it was
proposed. Basically, he thought the combined general fund and city sales tax fund budget of
$3,655,000 was not sufficient for him to run his department. Particularly he discussed the
following categories in the General Fund: Salaries, overtime salaries, uniforms, membership
dues, fuel, computers, risk management insurance and miscellaneous. In sales tax, he had issues
with the following: Small tools and equipment and autos. Additionally, he discussed his desire
to purchase the building next to the police department, to purchase an outside storage shed, a
need for his own CPA and attorney, a line item for dog expense and a line item for grants. Mayor
White took those issues under advisement and stated that she would discuss those with Lonnie
Broussard at their next meeting. As far as the Chief stating that it is a legal requirement for the
City to provide him with his own CPA and attorney, Mayor White asked Chief Hardy to show
her and Bart Broussard that law so they could research it.

The first committee to meet was the Finance Committee for Mr. Steve Moosa to present the 2025
proposed budget. Mr. Moosa prepared and presented a graph presentation of the proposed
budget. The graph presentation detailed a pie chart of the 8.4 million in revenue expected to be
received in 2025. The bulk of the revenue is from the various sales tax funds. The capital outlay
portion is expected to bring in 21% of the $8.04 million, the public safety portion is expected to
bring in 11% and the employee portion is expected to bring in about 42%. Franchise fees,
licenses and permits is expected to be about 12% while property tax and intergovernmental
revenues are both expected to be 6%. The remaining 2% is other revenue. Additional revenue
must be transferred from the Utility System Fund in order to pay general fund expenses. The
next graph presentation detailed the general fund expenses which totals $12.2 million. 45% of
those expenses are for wages and payroll, 11% is for retirement, 15% is for health insurance,
7% is for other insurances, 4% is for utilities and phones, 6% is for professional services, 5% is
for maintenance and supplies and 7% are for miscellaneous expenses. The Fire Department
budget is $4.120 million which is 34% of the general fund expenses and the Police Department
budget is $3.655 which is 30 % of the general fund budget. The remaining expenses of the
general fund are detailed into 21% for general government, 11% for street and bridge and 4%
for parks. Mayor White stated that we kept the budget as tight as possible until we know what
our health insurance renewal will be in July. Councilman Broussard stated that the insurance
committee has a meeting scheduled for January 29, 2025 to discuss health insurance with
another vendor.

Mayor White stated that the second committee to meet is the Ordinance Committee chaired by
Councilman Tony Hardy. She turned the floor over to Councilman Hardy.

-01 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to make a
recommendation to the City Council to adopt an ordinance at their next regular City Council
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meeting scheduled for December 17, 2024 to approve the 2025 budget and the amended 2024
budget. The motion carried unanimously.

-02 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mrs. Rachel Mouton to make a
recommendation to the City Council to adopt an ordinance at their next regular City Council
meeting scheduled for December 17, 2024 to amend Section 5-259 to the sign ordinance to add
vinyl as an acceptable material and to approve blade signs as an approved style. The motion
carried unanimously.

-03 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mrs. Rachel Mouton to make a
recommendation to the City Council to adopt an ordinance at their next regular City Council
meeting scheduled for December 17, 2024 to amend Section 5-4 of the building permit ordinance
to include language that electrical services shall be cut at the pole for those found
constructing/renovating without the property permitting and to consider adding fines to
contractors who do not obtain proper permitting prior to constructing/renovating a property. The
motion carried unanimously.

-04 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to make a
recommendation to the City Council to adopt an ordinance at their next regular City Council
meeting scheduled for December 17, 2024 that will set forth reasons the governing authority has
determined to take action to lease the property located at 106 J C Vorhoff Road, Abbeville,
Louisiana and fixing the minimum price and term of the lease. The motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned.

ATTEST: APPROVE:
Kathleen S. Faulk Roslyn R. White
Secretary-Treasurer Mayor



