City of Abbeville
Regular Meeting
November 19, 2024

The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on November 19, 2024 at
5:30 PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State
Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor, presiding.

Members Present: Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady
Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Rachel Touchet Mouton and Tony
Hardy
Members Absent: None
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

Mike Hardy, Police Chief

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

Cristian Leleune, Digital Media Assistant

Bryan Fisher, Code Enforcement Officer

Coeyn Wise, City Hall Intern

Kim Touchet, Engineer

Todd Vincent, Engineer

Elaine Dill, Municipal Employees Civil Service Board Member
Charles Dill, Abbeville Planning Commission Member
Nikki Vidos and Annette Mudd, Abbeville Rotary Club

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call. Mayor White led the
assembly in prayer and asked Chief Mike Hardy to lead those assembled in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any agenda item prior to action. There were

none.

Ms. Nikki Vidos and Ms. Annette Mudd discussed the events that will be taking place for the
upcoming Abbeville Cajun Christmas Celebration. The event will be held downtown on
December 14, 2024. Mayor White stated that LPB will be here to film the event.

Mrs. Cristian LeJeune discussed the upcoming Holiday in the Square event to be hosted by Junior
Auxiliary of Abbeville. The event will be held in Magdalen Square on December 20, 2024.
Mayor White thanked the Junior Auxiliary for decorating Magdalen Square for Christmas.

-01 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve the
October 2024 budget to actual report. The motion carried unanimously.

810 Solomon — No one was present to represent the property. Bryan Fisher stated that this has
been an ongoing issue for several years. It is costing the city a lot of money to maintain the
property. The contractor recently removed all the junk and rubbish from the property. He
would like the City Council to condemn the trailer that is on the property. That way we can get
it removed and prevent large scale junk accumulation in the future. Mayor White stated the
property has been adjudicated to the City and the tenant living in the trailer is doing so illegally.



-02 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to declare the
trailer on the property located at 810 Solomon dangerous and dilapidated. The motion carried
unanimously.

-03 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to condemn the
camper/trailer located at 810 Solomon as it is in a dangerous and dilapidated condition. The
motion carried unanimously.

817 Jean Edias — no one was present to represent the property. Bryan Fisher stated that the
notice of nuisance violation that was sent pertains to the number of felines that are residing
there. The day the picture was taken, there were at least 16 cats and more have started to
inhabit the building across the street. As soon as you get out of the car, the smell of cat feces is
overwhelming. Many neighbors have called to complain. It poses a health and safety risk to
neighboring people. We have spoken to Debbie Garrot with the Vermilion Parish Animal
Control. She has an active case that she is working on with this. We had asked her to be here
but she could not be here. There is a Policy Jury policy that we have to follow to request her to
be here. It has been reported to Bryan that they trapped one of the cats but it was released by
the owner. He is not sure what we can do at this point. Mayor White stated that it needs to be
declared a nuisance and a health hazard and then she and Bart can take it under legal
advisement so we can see how to legally remedy this situation. That would take working with
the Police Jury. Bart has sent a request to have Ms. Garrot here at the next meeting to discuss
the case history and to see what can be done.

-04 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to declare the
feline overpopulation situation at 817 Jean Edias as a nuisance and a health hazard and to take
it under legal advisement in order for Mayor White and Bart to work with the Police Jury to see
how to remedy the situation. The motion carried unanimously.

804 Eaton Drive — No one was present to represent the property. Bryan Fisher stated that the
history goes back to 2021. Since 2023 he had sent a letter of notice for very tall grass and the
dilapidated condition of the roof. They had done some minor repairs to the roof but it has since
undone. He proposes that the Council should enforce the building code and get it repaired. It
has been three years.

-05 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to enforce the
building codes at 804 Eaton Drive and to give the property owner 30 days to make the repairs
up to code with proper permitting. The motion carried unanimously.

-06 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to grant a
variance to allow the property owner to burn trees on his property located at 1521 Sellers
Drive. The motion carried unanimously.

-07 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to appoint
Farmick Demouchet to the Municipal Employees Civil Service Board. The motion carried
unanimously.

Councilman Broussard stated that at the last meeting we had a discussion pertaining to those
who construct or renovate without the proper permitting. He asked their secretary, Lynn, to call
around to other municipalities to see what they do for this. The City of Broussard will pull the
water meter and valve off of the property. Mayor White stated that the City of Broussard does
not have their own electrical system like Abbeville. She believes it would be more efficient to cut



the power at the pole. We would provide a 24-hour notice then cut the power. We will have to
amend our ordinances to add this. Councilman Campbell asked Kim Touchet when do you not
need a permit. Kim stated when you do routine maintenance on the structure like painting,
changing windows and things like that. Mayor White stated we have permitting to protect the
people. Kim stated that the residents can contact Sarah and she will get with him to see if a
permit is required.

-08 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve
payment of partial payment number 4 in the amount of $16,546.43 payable to Mesotech
International, Inc. relative to the AWOS Il P/T Replacement. The motion carried unanimously.

-09 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve the
fee in the amount of $5,205.40 for the LDH required mailouts for the lead service line
inventory. The motion carried unanimously.

-10 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve
payment of the invoice from Brian’s Furniture in the amount of $9,143.00 for sugar kettles for
downtown. The expense will be paid from the City Council discretionary funds. The motion
carried unanimously.

-11 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve payment of
the invoice from Delta Fire and Safety in the amount of $9,929.45 for preventive maintenance
on various fire department vehicles. The motion carried unanimously.

-12 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve payment
of the invoice from Floyd’s Boulevard Station in the amount of $7,326.00 to repair Abbeville
Police Department unit #598. The motion carried unanimously.

-13 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve payment of
the invoice from Abbeville Auto Paint and Body Shop in the amount of $9,552.92 for repair to
Abbeville Police Department unit #694. The motion carried unanimously.

-14 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve
payment of partial payment estimate number 7 payable to Glenn Lege Construction relative to
the Downtown Street Improvement Project. The motion carried unanimously.

-15 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve change
order #5 relative to the Downtown Street Improvement Project. The motion carried
unanimously.

-16 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve
payment of partial payment estimate number 2 in the amount of $20,070.23 payable to Glenn
Lege Construction for the Graceland Avenue Street and Sidewalk Improvement Project. The
motion carried unanimously.

Park and Recreation Coordinator report given by Cristian LeJeune. The Toys for Tots tournament
will be held December 7" and 8. There are currently 31 teams scheduled to participate in that.
Biddy Basketball will begin soon. Please call the office for information on team sponsorships.



Mayor Roslyn R. White

Discussed speeding on residential neighborhood streets and downtown. We also need to
stop 18-wheelers downtown. We have had the ordinance in place since 2009. She gave it to
Bart and Chief Hardy. The signage is up. We need enforcement of this. It is causing
damage to public property. It is unsafe for everyone. People will continue to violate laws
until they are enforced.

She commended Chris Gautreaux on calling in the tractor that was stolen today. There was a
delay in dispatching for this call. She asked Chief Hardy to look into the calls and the delays
with dispatching.

She discussed upcoming events as follows: The City of Abbeville book drive is currently going
on until 12/12/24. You can drop those books off at City Hall. The Very Merry Symphony will
be held in St. Mary Magdalen Church on December 2, 2024. The 25" annual Christmas Stroll
and Tree lighting ceremony will be held beginning at 5:30 PM on December 5, 2024. The
Abbeville Cajun Christmas Celebration will be held on December 14, 2024. Coffee Talks with
the Mayor and guests will be held at City Hall on December 12, 2024. The MLK Gala will be
held in Magdalen Place on January 11, 2025.

Last week she met with Karen LeBlanc with LPB, “Louisiana the State We’re In”. She will be
telling the story of Abbeville’s economic revitalization efforts and infrastructure
improvements. The episode will air on Friday, December 6, 2024. She will be back for the
Cajun Christmas Celebration.

She had an impromptu meeting with Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser while he was here
in Vermilion Parish. She was happy to visit with him on some of the improvements we are
working on here in the community and spitball ides on how to build up our local economy.
She has received and is beginning to review the draft of the masterplan and hope to present
that to the planning commission and the City Council for adoption very soon. She is also
looking forward to showing all the work that we are doing to build the GIS database. This
was made possible through a grant from Delta Regional Authority. We are partnering with
CPEX and Acadiana Planning Commission on this work.

She received notice this week that our Safe Streets for All application for the Charity Street
Corridor has been selected for planning and design funding. This will allow us to dive deeper
into safety and quality of life enhancements that will benefit additional areas of our
community including J H Williams Middle School and SLCC. This will set us up to be more
competitive for future funding opportunities for construction.

She is working on another application for planning and design to extend safety
enhancements onward to James A. Herod Elementary, the hospital and Rodeo Road area
where we currently lack sidewalks and accessibility infrastructure. Those areas were
identified as priority during recent master planning community engagement sessions.

We are also working on securing additional funding for electrical infrastructure
improvements, road, airport and water system.

She had a wonderful visit this morning at Herod Elementary to celebrate the school’s name’s
sake.

Thank you all for attending the meetings and staying engaged with our community work.
Happy Thanksgiving to everyone.

Mike Hardy, Police Chief

We have issued citations to Stonebridge. He has given those to Bart.

We had Coffee with a Cop at McDonald’s. Two of our neighbors to the north side of town,
Martha Mendoza and Jeanette Cormier, watch our live stream. They want to start a
neighborhood watch program so he referred them to the sheriff.

Tomorrow morning, they will have Chat with the Chief. Breakfast will be provided by Ray
Chevrolet. It begins at 8:30 AM.



He thanked Councilman Tony Hardy for utilizing $3,000 of his discretionary funds to update
the laptops and licensing for the department.

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

We are in need of people to work as firefighters so please if you know someone, tell them to
come put in an application.

Councilman Carlton Campbell

Asked the Mayor to look into the food truck at North Lamar and St. Victor.

Councilwoman Terry Broussard

Wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr.

The MLK Gala is in need of sponsors. Coeyn Wise is the guest speaker. The tickets are
$65.00 each.

Just had the last super moon of the year. It brings out the kooks. Someone stole a tractor
today running around at a high rate of speed. The criminal operating the tractor has been
arrested and is in jail in Broussard, Louisiana. Thank you to Chris for reporting that.

We had a criminal this morning that ran through stop signs, over the handicap ramp in front
of Bank of Abbeville and 5 bollards downtown. We were at City Hall and ran out on the spot
to photograph the criminal that did that. Mayor White stated that the project was done
because people do drive distracted and making turns that they shouldn’t make over
sidewalks. Had there been someone standing there, they would have been run over. That is
why this project happened. It is to try to prevent those big trucks from being downtown
where we have so many people crossing the road. This happened at 8:30 AM this morning.
Had someone been in a wheelchair right there, they would have been killed. There is
damage to property but more importantly, they will kill someone downtown one day. That
is what is going to happen. That is why we took the roads from the State and until we start
citing them and showing them that we are serious, someone will get killed by an 18-wheeler
going downtown. Councilman Broussard stated that three officers showed up and handled
the situation very well. There was up to 515,000 of damage done today to taxpayer
property. If you have an 18-wheeler, don’t come downtown.

Councilwoman Rachel Touchet Mouton

It has been a month or so that she has been in the position. She appreciates all the help that
she has received from the City officials, workers and residents. Wished everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving.

Councilman Tony Hardy

Wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned.

ATTEST: APPROVE:

Kathleen S. Faulk Roslyn R. White
Secretary-Treasurer Mavyor






