City of Abbeville
Committee Meeting
October 7, 2025

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Abbeville met for a committee meeting on October
7, 2025 at 5:15 P.M., at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room located at 101
North State Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor,
presiding.

Members Present: Council Members Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard,
Brady Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance,
and Tony Hardy

Members Absent: None

Also Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney

Chris Hardy, Police Lieutenant

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works & Parks Director
Stewart Head, Electrical Supervisor

Kim Touchet, Engineer

Todd Vincent, Engineer

Mayor White called the meeting to order. She turned the floor over to Committee Chair,
Councilman Tony Hardy. Councilman Hardy read the agenda item aloud: To discuss a proposed
ordinance establishing minimum standards of living conditions for residential and commercial
properties. Mayor White opened the discussion by reading the full text of the proposed ordinance
aloud, which seeks to consolidate existing standards and establish minimum requirements of
structural safety, sanitation, water supply, electrical safety, and ingress and egress of city
employees on properties. The ordinance includes a provision to authorize the refusal of utility
connections (water, sewer, and electrical) to properties found in violation of the minimum
standards and establish fines not to exceed $500 per violation per day. Mayor White turned the
floor over to Attorney Bart Broussard.

Attorney Bart Broussard explained to the council that the city currently possesses the authority
to withhold water and utility services for ordinance violations, citing existing codes in Chapters
6-7 and 18-30 of the city’s ordinances. Bart stated that the new ordinance serves to clarify and
consolidate this authority. Mayor White explains that the need for active enforcement
particularly for the water shut-off valve requirement was driven by the recent near-system
failures in 2023, 2024, and 2025 when city staff had to cut off water lines because property
owners could not control their own water supply which damaged the municipal water system.
The water shut-off valve requirement has been in place since before 1957. Engineer Kim Touchet
confirms that new property buildings are required to install shut-off valves.

Councilwoman Terry Broussard questions who the requirements would be for. Mayor White
answers that the requirements and proposed ordinance would be for every utility request.
Councilwoman Broussard voices her concerns regarding compassion for low-income residents
and families who may be unable to afford the necessary repairs to meet the standards which can
lead to homelessness. Councilwoman Broussard states the citizens and council should have
received proper notice of these requirements and changes prior to enforcement. Councilman
Hardy turns the floor over to Jay Cassidy, real estate investor and property owner.

Jay Cassidy speaks about owning properties in the City of Abbeville and the impact that the
ordinance has had on its residents. Mr. Cassidy read his speech about the dangers of the
proposed minimum standards of living ordinance:
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ay Cassidy- City Council Speech: Dangers of Proposed Minimum Standards of Living
Ordinance

Good evening, Council Members, Mayor, and fellow property owners,

My name is Jay Cassidy, and I'm a property owner here in Abbeville. I appreciate the opportunity
to speak tonight about the proposed Minimum Standards of Living ordinance.

I have serious concerns about the impact this could have on residents — especially those who are
less fortunate. The more I think about this proposal, the deeper the rabbit hole goes. Once
enforcement legally begins, it may never end.

For example: you have mentioned holes in the floor — how big is considered unsafe? What about
a hole for a Cox television cable or other utility line?... Today, you are forcing me to pick up
sticks in the backyard — a small pile. Just four feet in diameter and a foot high. What if you show
up next time I disconnect or transfer power and notice a missing shingle on my roof, flaking
paint, or a section that needs repainting? Will you force me to paint my house or change my roof
and withhold power until I do so?

I've already had power withheld at two of my houses in the last two weeks because of minor
issues that failed these City inspections. Before this ordinance has even passed, I have been
forced to make unnecessary upgrades. Thank God that I am fortunate enough to be able to make
them, but many residents cannot afford these unnecessary repairs. When does it end? What are
the guidelines? How is this being determined?

I've reviewed the ordinance being proposed, and I want to make something very clear — what's
written in this document is already being enforced across Abbeville, even though it hasn'’t been
passed into law.

This ordinance gives the City the power to withhold utilities — water, sewer, and electricity — for
any violation of any ordinance, not just safety concerns. It means you can lose access to power
or water over minor items like a missing shutoff valve or shrubs being too close to a house.

It also allows the mayor’s designee - someone who may not even be licensed or qualified - to
label your property unsafe, cutting off utilities before you've had any fair hearing or appeal.

I also want to note that while there may be ordinances for certain items like trimming trees or
installing a water valve, none of those ordinances appear to authorize the City to withhold power
until those items are completed. And in my case, these requirements are being applied to a 60-
year-old house, where such upgrades are not only costly but often impractical. Yet, enforcement
is already happening as if this new ordinance were law. That’s not fair — and it places an undue
burden on both property owners and tenants who rely on these utilities.

This also raises a serious legal question. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 40:1730.33,
disconnection or reconnection of power has specific legal requirements and protections for
residents. Any actions taken by the city must be fully consistent with this statute to avoid putting
families at risk.

In the last week, I've heard a story about a woman not being able to hook up her power because
these unnecessary repairs will cost $1,400, leaving her home without electricity and her and her
family stranded. I heard another story of a woman trying to escape a violent relationship who
could not move into a new rental quickly because the existing water valve was installed 50 feet
from the meter instead of right near it. Are we going to create a homeless problem in our
community?

Enforcement must also be fair and consistent across the board. Every property owner should be
held to the same standard. If some homes are forced to make upgrades while others never have
power disconnected or are not held accountable, it becomes arbitrary and unjust. The city must
not selectively enforce these requirements.

The reality is that most residents in this city are not wealthy. Many cannot afford unnecessary
repairs. This ordinance could result in more houses sitting empty without power or water,



denying people access to basic necessities — electricity, water, food, and shelter. These are
essentials that can never be taken for granted, and this ordinance puts them at risk.

I urge the Council to carefully consider this proposed ordinance. Property safety is important,
but it cannot come at the expense of basic human necessities, fairness, or legal clarity. Any
enforcement must be clear, legal, reasonable, and consistently applied to all residents.

Thank you for your time, and I trust you’ll weigh these concerns carefully and do what'’s right
for the residents of Abbeville.”

Councilman Hardy turns the floor over to Tammy Thompson, a property owner. Tammy
Thompson states that she is experiencing the same situation as Mr. Jay Cassidy and has the same
concerns. Miss Thompson speaks against the ordinance and the city’s current enforcement
practices. Councilman Hardy turns the floor over to Matthew Davenport, a property owner. Mr.
Davenport proposes an idea that the city could potentially charge citizens $50 to turn off water
services during freezing weather if they chose not to have a water valve. Mr. Davenport speaks
against the ordinance and the city’s current enforcement practices. Mayor White turns the floor
over to Chris Gautreaux, Public Works & Parks Director.

Chris Gautreaux responds by detailing some of the severe safety hazards found at the properties
where utility services were denied:
o  Windows screwed shut which prevents escape in the event of a fire.
o FExposed wiring, melting electrical meters, and exterior wiring that are not in conduits
that pose a fire and safety hazard.
e Holes in roofs, broken windows, trees on roofs, and sewage cross-contamination which
pose safety and health risks.

-01 introduced by Councilman Carlton Campbell and seconded by Councilwoman Terry
Broussard to table the discussion until a later date, so the committee can meet and edit the

proposed ordinance. The motion was carried unanimously by roll call vote.

Having no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned.

ATTEST: APPROVE:
Kathleen S. Faulk Roslyn R. White
Secretary-Treasurer Mayor



