
City of Abbeville 

   Regular Meeting 

September 17, 2024 

 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on September 17, 2024 at 

5:30 PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State 

Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor, presiding. 

 
Members Present:    Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady 
    Broussard, Jr., Francis Touchet, Jr.  and Tony Hardy 

 
Members Absent: None 

 
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney 

 Jude Mire, Fire Chief 

 Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

 Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

 Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant 

 Bryan Fisher, Code Enforcement Officer 

 Coeyn Wise, City of Abbeville Intern 

 Byron Dozier, Parks and recreation coordinator, QSA 

 Kim Touchet, Engineer 

 Todd Vincent, Engineer 

 Gene Sellers, Engineer 

 Mark Piazza, Former Mayor 

 Roderick Darby, Uniquely You Event (Vermilion Reach Group) 

 Karen Guilbeau & Victoria Bourque, Louisiana Cattle Festival 

         

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  Mayor White asked 

Councilwoman Terry Broussard to lead the assembly in prayer and asked Caleb Mayard to lead 

those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any agenda item prior to action.  There were 

none.  

 

-01 introduced by Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the 

recommendation to appoint Caleb Mayard to the position of Police Officer with the Abbeville 

Police Department pending successful completion of all post-hire assessments.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Councilwoman Broussard stated that Brylee Batiste and Khandi Shuford, the Powerlifting World 

Champions, were not able to attend tonight’s meeting. 

 

-02 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to ratify bills paid in 

the month of August 2024.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Roderick Darby, with Vermilion Reach Group, discussed the upcoming Uniquely You event 

that will be held on Saturday, September 21, 2024 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM in Comeaux Park. 

 

-03 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve a 

special event permit for the H. H. Riders Trailride to be held at the Red Barn, on Rodeo Road, on 

October 12, 2024.  The permit is needed for them to access the City street.  The motion carried 



unanimously. 

 

-04 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to accept the 

recommendation from the Abbeville Planning Commission to grant a variance from the 

landscape ordinance for La Petite Fleur located at 301 S. St. Charles.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Bryan Fisher discussed the condition of the property at 1200 Maude Avenue.  The property 

owner was not in attendance at the meeting.  Mr. Fisher stated that the property has a metal 

garage structure to the rear that has been dilapidated for some time and we have had 

complaints of rodents that inhabit the structure.  There are holes in the roof and there are other 

areas of dilapidation.  There is severe rot to the structure and fire damage. They did appear to 

attempt the clean up the property but they are still not in compliance.  He recommends that we 

condemn and send a notice to the property owner telling them that they have 10 days to comply 

by getting a building permit to bring it up to code or move forward to demolish it. 

 

-05 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to condemn the 

property at 1200 Maude Avenue and notify the owner of the ten-day requirement to obtain a 

building permit to bring it up to code or to move forward with demolition.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor White stated that she received a call from a local school at the last minute to see if they 

could pop fireworks at their football game.  The school did the same thing last year.  We have an 

ordinance against popping of fireworks in the City.  It is up to the Council if they want to allow 

the schools to pop fireworks with some parameters.  They would have to notify us in advance so 

that the Fire Department and Police Department can be made aware of it.  It will be subject to 

weather conditions too.  They would also have to post this on their school’s website in order to 

notify residents who live near the stadiums.  This would be only for on campus events with prior 

notice to City Hall.  Chief Mire stated that with proper notice, he can have a fire truck on scene 

in case anything happens.  If the fireworks are those that you can get at a local stand, they can 

do it but if they use commercial fireworks, they have to go through the State fire marshal’s 

office for approval.  When you allow some people to do it, others may think it is ok for them to 

do it too.  This may cause problems with other people around town popping fireworks.  Chief 

Hardy stated that if we allow it for the schools, we will have a lot of people popping them too.  

This will open up a can of worms.  Councilman Campbell stated that Abbeville High School plays 

on Lyman Street.  This is a heavily populated residential area.  We need to consider that also.  

Councilwoman Broussard stated that she has concerns.  If we do it for one, we are opening that 

up to the public.  Councilman Touchet stated that we are talking about two different things.  

One is that you have people doing it against the ordinance but we have people here that are 

coming in front of us to make this request.  Those individuals will have a controlled atmosphere 

with controlled parameters.  This provides an experience for these young individuals during their 

formative years.  We need to give those kids an opportunity to be there.  If other people want to 

come in front of this Council and provide what they need to, like the schools are trying to do, 

then it is this Council that can decide that.  These are two different things.   We have people who 

are doing it illegally and we have the schools coming before us to request our permission on our 

terms.  He will support this because it is a controlled atmosphere.  Mayor White stated the 

ordinance exists for a reason.  The question here is does the Council want to allow this in a 

controlled environment for our schools.  If the answer is no then it is no.  This way she knows to 

tell them no when they call at the last minute.  Any variance needs to come before the Council.  

Last year we told them no and they did it anyway.  Councilman Campbell asked if we can revoke 

a variance if granted.  Mayor White stated the Council can at a meeting.  Coeyn Wise asked if 



something goes wrong, who would be liable.  Mayor White stated it would be the school 

because it is on their property.  Mr. Bryan Fisher added that if the Council does not vote in favor 

of this, there are other options for celebrations like air cannons and other things like that. 

 

-06 introduced by Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to grant a variance 

from the fireworks ordinance to allow Abbeville High School and Vermilion Catholic to pop 

fireworks for their football games only as a controlled event and a safe environment and all 

other parameters as set forth by the Mayor’s office.  Any other Abbeville High School and 

Vermilion Catholic events would need to request another variance as this one is only granted 

for football games.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-07 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. to authorize 

the Mayor to execute a cooperative endeavor agreement with the Garon Paul Atkinson Lewis 

Foundation for the use of the Abbeville Event Center located at 1907 Veterans Memorial Drive 

for Teen Court.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-08 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. to authorize 

the Mayor to execute a cooperative endeavor agreement with Cajun Breakers, 221 Railroad 

Avenue, Morgan City, Louisiana, for parts for the City of Abbeville’s Cypress Sewer Lift Station in 

exchange for use of the City’s portable generator.  The motion carried unanimously 

 

-09 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to award the contract 

for the accredited asbestos inspector for the FY 2023 LCDBG Clearance Program to SEMS.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

-10 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and Mr. Tony Hardy to ratify payment of the invoices 

from Red River Pump Specialists in the amount of $30,350.00 for well #7 and #5 motors.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

-11 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to ratify payment 

of the invoice from Pelstar Mechanical in the amount of $6,912.77 for maintenance/repairs to 

several City generators.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-12 introduced by Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve change 

order #4 relative to the Downtown Road Transfer Program Street Improvement Project.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

-13 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. to approve 

payment of partial payment estimate number 5 in the amount of $252,255.43 payable to Glenn 

Leger Construction for the Downtown Road Transfer Program Street Improvement Project.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

-14 introduced by Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to 

authorize payment of $189,302.00 for the construction of the new Acadiana Crime Lab and to 

allocate that expense in the 2025 budget.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-15 introduced by Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the City 

to pay, from the Police Department’s budget, the overtime earned by the Abbeville Police 

Department for the upcoming Louisiana Cattle Festival.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-16 introduced by Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to authorize the 



Mayor to execute the quotation from Axon Enterprise, Inc. in the amount of $117,497.60 to be 

paid in five annual installments for body cameras for the Abbeville Police Department.  The 

money is to be allocated beginning with the 2025 budget.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, QSA 

- They have 90 people registered for flag football and those games begin on September 30, 

2024.  Basketball registration begins in one week. 

 

Mayor Roslyn White 

- Recognized the City team for the great job they did to prepare for Hurricane Francine.  

Although it did not hit us, we were prepared and it provided a good trial run. 

- She will be bringing the striping and signage plan to the City Council for the Downtown 

Project soon. 

- The culverts for the ditches for the Graceland Project have been delivered. 

- We are gearing up for the upcoming downtown events. 

 

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. 

- Discussed the upcoming events to the downtown area including Sounds on the Square, the 

Farmers’ Market, the Louisiana Cattle Festival, the Giant Omelette Festival, the Christmas 

Stroll and the Abbeville Christmas Celebration.  There is no reason to travel, you can 

vacation here. 

 

Councilman Francis Touchet, Jr. 

- He has taken the job of Superintendent of the Lafayette Parish School System.  He wanted to 

talk about the direction he is moving forward regarding his City Council seat.  He was elected 

by the citizens in District B twenty-two years ago.  He treated every person equally and he 

will take care of people.  He will be resigning his seat as Council Member for District B as of 

the end of September 2024.  This will be his last City Council meeting.  He needs to be and 

live in Lafayette.  He needs to be a part of that community.  He needs to shop and spend 

money locally there.  He is leading one of the biggest business’ in Lafayette.  He thanked the 

Mayor and Council and all previous Councils and Mayors that he served with.  He is not 

ready to leave and the City will always be in his heart.  He will not be a stranger.  His son still 

goes to school here and will continue going to school.  He is always a phone call away.  The 

citizens will always be a part of his family.   

 

Councilman Tony Hardy 

- Thanked Councilman Touchet for what he has taught him.  He wished him good luck and it 

has been great working with him. 

 

Former Mayor, Mark Piazza 

- Councilman Touchet came in during his first administration and within three months of 

taking office Abbeville was slammed by one of the worst natural disasters, Hurricane Lili.  

You had to be there to understand what we went through.  Some parts of Abbeville were 

without power for 10 to 12 days.  We didn’t have generators back then.  City Hall had an old 

Vietnam era generator that we hooked up and it broke after two days.  Councilman Touchet 

told Mayor Piazza to concentrate on getting the lights back on and he would take care of 

other things.  Councilman Touchet found housing and food for all the relief workers and 

lineman that came into Abbeville.  It is not easy to supply three meals every day when you 

don’t have a restaurant open and no convenience stores open.  We barely had gas that we 

could depend on.  We had to commandeer Duhon Gas station to make sure we had diesel for 

our emergency vehicles.  Councilman Touchet also initiated bringing in ice and water to 



distribute to the citizens.  That was when he realized the leadership of Councilman Touchet.  

After Hurricane Lili, we were hit by 17 more hurricanes or tropical storms.  He was 

instrumental in getting a mitigation project to alleviate flooding in “the bottom”.  This is the 

retention pond at LaFitte Park.  The pump has worked tremendously over the years.  He also 

recommended the formation of Keep Abbeville Beautiful and Sounds on the Square.  He 

spearheaded all the improvements at Comeaux Park.  The best thing he did was the 

electrical contract.  Councilman Touchet headed up that committee.  He made sure we had 

something that the citizens could count on with a fixed rate contract.  No other city in the 

state of Louisiana had that.  We have had the benefit and pleasure of low-cost electricity for 

the past 18 years.  This has saved everyone a lot of money.  Councilman Touchet served in 

the last 22 years, the way an elected official should serve.  He served with integrity, honesty 

and discipline.  When he wanted something for his district, he went out and got it.  We didn’t 

agree on everything but we did compromise on some issues.  Councilman Touchet always 

fought for his district.  He is proud that he had the opportunity to serve with Councilman 

Touchet for 20 years.  He was one of the best City Councilmen that Abbeville has ever had.  

Mayor White stated that Councilman Touchet always guided her and helped her.  You have 

served your district and your people well.  Lafayette Parish’s gain is our loss.  We appreciate 

you. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned. 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVE: 

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Faulk    Roslyn R. White 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


