City of Abbeville
Regular Meeting
July 15, 2025

The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on July 15, 2025 at 5:30 PM,
at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street,
Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Brady Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, presiding.

Members Present: Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady
Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony
Hardy
Members Absent: Mayor Roslyn R. White
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

Chris Hardy, Police Lieutenant

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant

Kim Touchet, Engineer

Todd Vincent, Engineer

Byron Dozier, Parks & Recreation Coordinator, QSA
Alicia Witlz & Sara Fawcett-Gary, Acadiana Planning Commission
Jeanne Hornsby, C H Fenstermaker & Associates
Charles Dill, Abbeville Planning Commission

Elaine Dill, Abbeville Municipal Employees Civil Service

Prior to the roll call, Councilman Broussard clarified the motion that was just made at the
Committee meeting held prior to this meeting. Councilman Broussard stated that what the
Ordinance Committee did was to get Council approval to send that ordinance to the full Council
for action at a later meeting.

Councilman Broussard called the meeting to order and requested a roll call. Councilman
Broussard asked Councilwoman Terry Broussard to lead the assembly in prayer and asked Mr.
Charles Dill to lead those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Councilman Broussard asked if there were any comments on any agenda item prior to action.
There were none.

-01 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to ratify the
separation of service for Tony Landry from the Abbeville Fire Department as he has exhausted
his 365 sick leave days. The motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Alicia Wiltz and Ms. Sara Fawcett-Gary gave a presentation regarding GIS mapping. Sara
stated that the City received a DRA grant to do the master plan as well as to provide GIS. This
means we took all of your paper data and put it into spatial data. That way you can view it and
analyze it. That is how we currently got here. Alicia will discuss what you can use the GIS
system for and how the work order system is used for the electrical system. Mayor White would
like to replicate that for the other City services departments. The GIS is one side and work order
system is a separate side but they do work together. Alicia explained in detail how GIS mapping
works and the benefits of utilizing GIS to make decisions. This is a user-friendly way to look at
the data pertaining to infrastructure. This will help with communication across the board. The



other piece was the work order system. This was set up to receive and streamline customer
complaints. Then we can keep track of those complaints and easily provide reports and see
open or closed work orders for a specific address. Every morning a summary of open work
orders can be prepared for each district. This also helps you see certain areas that you may
have more issues with. This platform will be more efficient for work orders. The link would be
on your website so that customers complete it or they can call City Hall and the employees there
can enter the information and submit the work order.

Ms. Jeanne Hornsby discussed the GIS 360-degree data collection and electrical system asset
identification. They would create an asset inventory with a 360-degree camera. It would be
time stamped and geo referenced. The camera picks up everything including streets, light poles,
signs, signals, potholes and conditions of ditches. This will go into the GIS system. We are
interested in collecting data for the electrical system including utility poles, substations, etc.

-02 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to ratify bills paid in
the month of June 2025. The motion carried unanimously.

-03 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to award the contract
for the FY 2023 LCDBG Clearance Program, Phase |I-Demolition of Blighted Structures to Lathan
Construction, LLC with a concurrent contract change order number 1 to eliminate several
structures to reduce the contract price, contingent upon approval from the Office of
Community Development. The motion carried unanimously.

-04 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to award the
contract for FY 2023 LCDBG Clearance Program Phase |I-Demolition of Blighted Structures to
Pellerin and Sons, Inc. contingent upon approval from the Office of Community Development.
The motion carried unanimously.

-05 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to authorize the
Mayor to execute an agreement with the Acadiana Planning Commission relative to the
ongoing development of the GIS mapping system and technology services. The motion carried
unanimously.

-06 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to authorize the
Mayor to execute an agreement with C H Fenstermaker and Associates pertaining to the GIS
360-degree video data collection and electrical system asset identification. The motion carried
unanimously.

-07 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Francis Plaisance to ratify payment of the
invoice from Frank Harrison Asphalt in the amount of $7,000.00 for repairs to road cuts at
Gauraud at St. Paul and Lorraine. The motion carried unanimously.

Hardy/Plaisance
Resolution R25-22

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an NDA with Irby Utilities to provide a high-level
technology assessment and feasibility study for a technology infrastructure plan to support City

of Abbeville utility operations.

The motion carried unanimously.



-08 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to appoint Mayor
Roslyn R. White to the Transportation Policy Committee of the Acadiana Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPQ). The motion carried unanimously.

-09 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to appoint Chris
Gautreaux to the Transportation Technical Committee of the Acadiana Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPQ). The motion carried unanimously.

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve pothole
repairs throughout the City. Every district will get one week. The motion carried unanimously.

-11 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the
estimate from Crane Tech, Inc. in the amount of $8,044.63 to repair unit 493 in the electrical
department. This is the pole truck. The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Chris Gautreaux discussed the status of the property located at 309 Veterans Memorial
Drive, the old Schwegmann’s store. Letters were prepared today to be sent to the property
owners. They need to secure the building and the roof. The hole everybody talked about is not
the hole that everybody imagined. There is a hatch that is open but it is not the big hole that
everyone thought it was. When he drove up there, there was a homeless guy sleeping in the
front. Chief Jude made the visit with him. The fire department checked on the guy. He was
alright. We have some homeless hanging out there. We also had some homeless hanging out
inside because fires were built during the winter time to keep themselves warm. The building is
infested with pigeons. There was a bad water leak on the fire line. Fire lines are not metered.
We track water loss. That is a water leak that had been going on for a long time inside of the
building. He called Larry Moore, Jr., because it is tapped straight to the main water line. The
firemen helped us get in. It was an unsecured building so we have the right to get in to turn that
valve off. They will be told to clean their fence line there as vegetation is growing out of
control. They will also have to mow their grass. He is waiting for the response from the owners.
The letter will be mailed tomorrow. There is no evidence of the structure being dilapidated or
unfit. Just because we don’t like the look of the building doesn’t mean we can demolish it. The
owner will get 10 days from when the letter is mailed. If they don’t respond, we will bring it
back to the Council and get authorization as needed. We did fly a drone and that is how we got
pictures of the roof.

Mr. Chris Gautreaux discussed the status of 2115 Charity Street, the old Budget Inn. He
encountered a guy coming out of a motel room. There were bicycle parts all over the place.
That wasn’t there two weeks ago so all of this occurred within two weeks. He tried to get him to
come to him so he could speak with him but he just walked away, then he chased him around
the building but he got on a bicycle. He just let him go. We decided because of the emergency
situation to board it up. We made sure it was legal with Bart. We had a search of the premises
by the police. We arrested two people that were living there. When the hotel was abandoned,
it was in pretty decent shape. Now it is not. Some Patel’s own the hotel. It went into
foreclosure. The bank decided not to pursue the foreclosure because they did not want the
liability. Bart added that the bank filed the foreclosure. Once the bank examined the property,
they dismissed their lawsuit. The bank will basically eat the 5600,000 that is owed to them
because there is too much liability. They still owe the bank and the debt is still there but the
bank did not pursue the foreclosure. Chris stated that the property has been adjudicated to the
Police Jury. He priced the materials to board it up and purchased it. Willie and his team
boarded up the doors and other openings. After that, we will clean up the grounds and get rid
of all the trash. We will mow the grass and spray it and hopefully we don’t have to go back. It



will take 102 sheets of plywood. There are about 51 rooms. We are taking pictures for
documentation. Bart stated that they are looking at a criminal statute when blight is such to a
degree, they can be charged with a crime. We will go after them personally. He is not sure if
they own another hotel in town but they are definitely working in another hotel here.
Councilman Campbell asked who will be liable if something happens on the property. Bart
stated the property owner. The owners have already filed bankruptcy. Councilman Plaisance
stated that he has already made contact with someone who may be able to step in and buy the
property to make it into a homeless shelter. Bart stated that Mayor White is developing a
homeless plan that she will bring to the City Council in the near future. Two of the people who
were there were trying to get back to Texas. It has been adjudicated to the Police Jury but they
just don’t want to spend the funds to secure it. We cannot bill the Police Jury but we can bill the
property owner. Lieutenant Hardy stated that he had contacted the District Attorney’s office.
They will check to see what kind of charge whereby we could specifically go after the owner.

Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, QSA

- Wrapped up the 2025 spring/summer baseball session this past weekend. 2D came to town
and you had high school showcase from all over. There was a total of 51 teams between
several complexes. We even had some college scouts in town so some people did get
recruited. We are looking to do a couple of fall tournaments. The Toys for Tots tournament
is usually the first weekend in December.

- Flag football registration is starting up.

Councilman Brady Broussard
- Reported that the Mayor is out tonight on personal business.
- Thanked everyone who attended the meeting. We can’t conduct the City’s business without
you, including our YouTube viewers. All of our meetings are broadcasted on YouTube.
Please stay involved in your city and become a solution to what we have in society.

Councilman Carlton Campbell
- Introduced former Lafayette City Councilman, Chris Williams, who was in the audience
tonight.

Councilman Francis Plaisance
- Discussed St. Peters street. He asked if officers can pass and drive that street and tell those
people to leave. Lieutenant Hardy stated that they can have them leave if they are in the
road but we cannot remove them from private property. He will pass the message onto the
dispatcher.

Councilman Tony Hardy
- Asked Chris Gautreaux the pothole repair would begin in his district on Monday.
- Thanked everyone for their thoughts and prayers for his daughter that passed away last

week. We really appreciate it and everyone made it a lot easier for them.

There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. declared this
meeting adjourned.

ATTEST: APPROVE:

Kathleen S. Faulk Brady Broussard, Jr.



Secretary-Treasurer Mayor Pro-Tem



