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City of Abbeville  

Regular Meeting  

April 7, 2026 

  

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Abbeville met for a regular meeting on April 7, 2026, 

at 5:30 P.M., at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room located at 101 North State 

Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor, presiding. 

 

Members Present: Council Members Carlton Campbell, Terry 

Broussard, Brady Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-

Tem, Francis Plaisance, and Tony Hardy 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Also Present: Chris Gautreaux, Public Works and Parks 

Director 

Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

Bart Broussard, City Attorney 

Reggie Hilts, City Marshal 

Doris Langlinais, Jr., Fire Chief 

Stewart Head, Electrical Supervisor 

Kim Touchet, Engineer 

Todd Vincent, Engineer 

Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant 

Pastor Walter August III, Nehemiah Project of 

Acadiana Representative 

 

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  Mayor White called on 

Pastor Walter August III to lead the assembly in prayer.  Fire Chief Doris Langlinais, Jr. led 

those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any of the agenda items prior to action.  

There were none. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. David Hamer, a representative of Vermilion Architects, 

to give the report on the Old Hibernia Bank Building.  Mr. Hamer states that he completed an 

assessment of the building and developed a report that lists various issues that would need to be 

addressed.  The first issue would be the damage of the building’s front porch foundation due to 

soil dehydration and root intrusions from the oak trees.  The estimated cost for the foundation 

remediation is approximately $45,000.  Mr. Hamer states he also observed stucco damage and 

moisture intrusion around the building’s first and second floor windows.  He recommends that 

the damaged stucco is removed and repaired for an approximate cost of $91,000 which is $3,500 

per window.  Another issue observed was the third-floor stucco and flashing. His 



   

 

 2  

 

recommendation for repair would be to remove the third-floor windows and seal the openings 

rather than reinstalling new units.  Mr. Hamer states that the roof was in good shape with minor 

issues like debris and damage to the plaster walls from leaks that require waterproofing.  The 

subtotal for envelope restoration for the entire building would be approximately $750,000.  Mr. 

Hamer moves forward with his report on the building’s HVAC System.  He informs the Council 

that replacing the two units that cannot be repaired would be approximately $70,000, and the 

repairs to the working units would be approximately $4,000 for an approximate total of $75,000.  

However, to be proactive and replace all seven aging units would be approximately $185,000.  

Mr. Hamer explains that during his assessment, he observed various major code violations on 

the third floor that produced fire, structural, and life-safety concerns.   Currently, the Sheriff’s 

Office uses the third floor of the building as storage for files, evidence, and confiscated goods.  

He would recommend that the storage occupancy be removed from the building entirely and that 

the City demolish the non-compliant wood-framed wall on the third floor.  Mr. Hamer observed 

various accessibility and ADA compliance issues around the entire building that will need to be 

resolved.  He states that the entire project can be done in a two-phase action plan.  Phase 1 

would include compliance and weather-tightness as it is an immediate need and will cost 

approximately $610,000.  Phase 2 would include long-term efficiency and aesthetics, which are 

both deferred and optional repairs, and will cost approximately $445,000.  In total, the costs for 

all renovations for the Old Hibernia Bank Building would be approximately $1.7 million.  

Councilman Tony Hardy asks Mayor White if the City could apply for grants to renovate the 

building.  Mayor White states that she has called legislators to inform them that the City could 

potentially be obtaining the building. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Pastor Walter August III, a representative of Nehemiah 

Project of Acadiana, to give an update on their workforce space and other projects. Pastor 

August presents the council with a community impact handout.  He explains that over the last 

year, 3,000 or more individuals have been impacted through Nehemiah’s projects and 

collaborations around the community.  The Nehemiah Project of Acadiana is dedicated to 

empowering the community through education, workforce resources, and social services.  Pastor 

August states that in the past year they have hosted not only financial literacy courses, but also 

four summer day camps that have benefited over 56 children.  Pastor August provides an update 

on the James A. Herod Museum where they have renovated Mr. James A. Herod’s home to serve 

as a community museum.  He states the work has been completed, and the museum will be open 

soon and provide free, no-cost tours for educational purposes and schools.  Pastor August gives 

an update on the James A. Herod Community Center by stating that the project will be going out 

for bids next month.  He also gives an update on a new community-wide program named Healthy 

VP.  The program is an 11-month program dedicated to opioid abatement and educating the 

youth on drug-use and opioid-use.  Pastor August explains that the program is partnering with 

Hope House and will provide nurse practitioners in Vermilion Parish with a stipend for their 

help with collecting data.  The program’s goal is to reduce opioid-related harms and deaths.  

This election season the Nehemiah Project of Acadiana is hosting a question and answer forum 
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for all campaigning individuals to share their platforms and speak from the heart.  Itt is not a 

debate.   

-01 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve 

the minutes from the regular City Council meetings held on March 3, 2026 and March 17, 2026 

and the Committee meeting held on March 17, 2026.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-02 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve the 

February 2026 budget to actual report.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-03 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to ratify the 

separation of service of Assistant Fire Chief Kelly Mire from the Abbeville Fire Department as 

he has exhausted his 365 days of sick leave.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Fire Chief Doris Langlinais, Jr. Chief Langlinais states that 

the fire department did aggressive advertisements for open positions and received multiple 

applications.  From those applications, five candidates were able to pass the department’s new 

in-house agility test which consists of the harder elements of the post-hire agility tests that the 

candidates will have to pass if they are hired. 

-04 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to appoint 

Avery Foster to the position of firefighter for the Abbeville Fire Department pending successful 

completion of all post-hire assessments.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-05 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to appoint 

Cameron Adams to the position of firefighter for the Abbeville Fire Department pending 

successful completion of all post-assessments.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-06 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to appoint 

Edwin Horn to the position of firefighter for the Abbeville Fire Department pending successful 

completion of all post-hire assessments.  The motion carried unanimously.   

-07 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to appoint Andre 

Marceaux to the position of firefighter for the Abbeville Fire Department pending successful 

completion of all post-hire assessments.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-08 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to appoint Daniel 

Dartez to the position of firefighter for the Abbeville Fire Department pending successful 

completion of all post-hire assessments.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Chief Langlinais.  Chief Langlinais states that with the 

appointment of the five new candidates, the fire department is only one or two full-time positions 

from being fully staffed.  Chief Langlinais states that Leslie Hollister turned in his resignation 

from the fire department yesterday.  He cannot return to work as a firefighter due to recent 
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health issues.  Mayor White explains that Chief Langlinais has reinstated the in-house agility test 

which minimizes time and expense. 

-09 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to enter a public 

hearing to discuss two proposed ordinances that will amend section 2-8 and section 11-9 of the 

Abbeville Code of Ordinances.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Mayor White reads the two proposed ordinances.  Ordinance A is an ordinance to amend section 

2-8, appointment of employees to the Abbeville Fire Department, pertaining to the creation of 

part-time firefighters.  Ordinance B is an ordinance to amend section 11-9, prohibitions on 

campers, travel trailers and motor homes, exceptions.  Chief Langlinais states that the part-time 

firefighter position was created to sustain our full-time force in the event of extended leave.  He 

states that these firefighters will go through the same process as full-time staff and will be 

certified. 

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to reconvene the 

regular meeting from public hearing.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Plaisance/Hardy 
Ordinance 26-01 

 

An ordinance amending section 2-8, appointment of employees to the Abbeville Fire Department, 

pertaining to the creation of part-time firefighters. 
 

The motion was put to a vote, and the vote thereupon was as follows: 
YEAS:  5 (Campbell, T. Broussard, B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy) 
NAYS:  0 
ABSENT: 0 
ABSTAIN: 0 
 

Therefore, the motion carried unanimously. 
 

T. Broussard/B. Broussard 
Ordinance 26-02 

 

An ordinance amending section 11-9, prohibitions on campers, travel trailers, and motor homes, 

exceptions. 
 

The motion was put to a vote, and the vote thereupon was as follows: 
YEAS:  5 (Campbell, T. Broussard, B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy) 
NAYS:  0 
ABSENT: 0 
ABSTAIN: 0 
 

Therefore, the motion carried unanimously. 
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Mayor White turns the floor over to Chief Langlinais.  Chief Langlinais states that it is his 

recommendation to the Council to set the starting pay for part-time employees of the Abbeville 

Fire Department as $15 an hour. 
 

-11 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to accept the Fire 

Chief’s recommendation to set the starting pay for part-time employees of the Abbeville Fire 

Department at $15 an hour.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-12 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the special 

event permit for Junior Auxiliary of Vermilion to hold the JA Spring Carnival on April 25, 2026, 

from 1 PM to 4 PM. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Barry Bennett, Jr., a content creator and RC car 

enthusiast, to discuss his event.  Mr. Bennett states that his event is catering to hobby-grade 

remote control car enthusiasts who like to race and showcase their cars, but the public is 

welcome to come and learn more about RC cars.  It is a family-friendly event being hosted at 

Lafitte Park and will have vendors, food, and many other things for the public to enjoy. 

-13 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the special 

event permit for Barry Bennett, Jr. to hold the First Annual RC Bash Squad-a-Thon at LaFitte 

Park on May 2, 2026, from 3 PM to 6 PM. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White explains that the resolution is to create an act of acceptance for the South 

Louisiana Substation property.  The property was adjudicated to the city from the Vermilion 

Parish Police Jury, but it was recently discovered that there was no transfer of title completed. 

Hardy/Plaisance 
Resolution 26-11 
 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a Conveyance of Adjudicated Property 

transferring property from the Vermilion Parish Police Jury to the City of Abbeville in regards 

to Lots 21, 22, 23, and 24, together with the southern 2 feet of the eastern 126 feet and 78 feet on 

S. East Street by a depth of 128 feet East and West of Lots 26, and the northern 40 feet of the 

eastern 126 feet of Lot 28 of the Stebbins Addition to the City of Abbeville. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 

-14 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to authorize 

advertisements for bids for a new Utility truck (digger derrick/pole truck) for the Electrical 

Department.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-15 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve 

the quote from Blacktop Inc. of $10,000 per week for pothole repair throughout the City.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 



   

 

 6  

 

-16 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve 

the quote from Blacktop Inc in the amount of $21,000.00 for crack repair and sealer on South 

and North Hollingsworth.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-17 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the 

quote from Griner Drilling in the amount of $8,920.00 for pump replacement and flapper repair 

to the Barn Lift Station.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-18 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve the 

estimate from BroadPoint Power Solutions in the amount of $20,944.81 for labor and materials 

to install a transfer switch at the Water Treatment Plant.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Todd Vincent, engineer.  Mr. Vincent states that the 

following payment is the last payment to Pellerin & Sons for the work completed in Phase II of 

the LCDBG Clearance Program Project which demolished eleven structures.  Mr. Vincent also 

informs the council that the project ended approximately $11,000 under budget. 

-19 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve 

payment of partial payment estimate number 2 (final) in the amount of $6,772.50 payable to 

Pellerin & Sons relative to the FY 2023 Phase II LCDBG Clearance Program Project.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Todd Vincent.  Mr. Vincent states that the following 

payment is a progress payment for the work that has been completed through March 7.  The 

project is funded through FAA and DOTD. 

-20 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve payment 

of partial payment estimate number 5 in the amount of $147,290.05 payable to Glenn Lege 

Construction, LLC to the Abbeville Chris Crusta Memorial Airport Construct Hangar 

Development Area Project.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Hardy/Plaisance 
Resolution 26-12 
 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute any and all agreements and documents with the 

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development – Office of Multimodal Commerce 

pertaining to the Abbeville Chris Crusta Memorial Airport. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Mr. Todd Vincent.  Mr. Vincent explains to the Council that 

this change order is for structures from Phase I of the LCDBG Clearance Program that had 

asbestos issues.  In addition to those structures, they were able to add two additional structures 

to be demolished.  Mayor White states with these two additional structures, it brings the total 

number of blighted properties demolished to twenty-five structures.  
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-21 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve 

Contract Change Order #2 to the FY 2023 LCDBG Clearance Program, Phase I- Demolition of 

Blighted Structures, which adds two additional structures to be demolished and adjusts contract 

quantities for a net increase of $9,860, contingent upon OCD approval.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

-22 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve payment 

of partial payment estimate number 8 in the amount of $555,527.99 payable to Preferred 

Mechanical LLC relative to the Water Treatment Plant Improvements Project.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

Mayor White states that she, alongside Attorney Bart Broussard, met with the Vermilion Parish 

Police Jury President regarding the City potentially purchasing the Old Library building which 

currently houses the Vermilion Parish Cultural Alliance Center.  Attorney Broussard informs the 

Council that he received a call from the Police Jury’s attorney who informed him that the Police 

Jury will only allow the City to take ownership of the Cultural Alliance Center if the City would 

also assume ownership over the Old Hibernia Bank building.  Attorney Broussard states that the 

Police Jury will not allow the City to purchase the Cultural Alliance Center on its own.  

Councilman Francis Plaisance states that he appreciates everyone representing the Cultural 

Alliance Center for attending the city council meetings, but they need to attend a Police Jury 

meeting.  He states that the Police Jury is not giving the City a choice regarding accepting the 

Old Hibernia Bank building.  Councilman Plaisance states that if we do not accept that building 

then they are going to kick the cultural organizations out of the building and move in the 

Sheriff’s Office detective unit.  He explains that the Sheriff’s Office has stated that they do not 

wish to move into the Cultural Alliance Center.  Councilman Plaisance states that the City is 

being bullied into a certain position and he is concerned about finances as the council have 

other issues to look into.  Therefore, he is against accepting the Police Jury’s offer.  Councilman 

Tony Hardy ask if the City could apply for grants to renovate the Old Hibernia Bank building.  

Mayor White states that the City can apply for grants, but it is not a guarantee that there is 

funding for these projects.  Councilman Brady Broussard states that although the Police Jury’s 

offer is not perfect terms, they are not changing their minds.  Councilman Broussard explains 

that he is in favor of accepting the Police Jury’s offer as the Cultural Alliance Center is a 

necessity to Vermilion Parish and Abbeville. He states that the Sheriff’s Office could remain in 

the Old Hibernia Bank Building for five years while the City consolidates all the buildings that 

have been outgrown.  Councilwoman Terry Broussard states that she supports accepting the 

Police Jury’s offer for the sake of the Cultural Alliance Center, but she is concerned about the 

financial risk that comes with their offer.  Mayor White clarifies to the council that there were 

concerns regarding raises for city employees.  She states that capital outlay sales tax revenue 

cannot be used for employee wages or raises.  Mayor White states that capital outlay is used for 

road and building repairs only.  Councilman Carlton Campbell states that he is in favor of the 

Police Jury’s offer as they are giving the City two buildings.  Councilman Campbell clarifies that 
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the City does not need to spend $1.7 million immediately to renovate the Old Hibernia Bank 

Building and suggest that the work be completed in multiple phases.  Mayor White states that 

both buildings are valued over $1 million and that if the City were to obtain both buildings, then 

the Police Jury will no longer be the landlord over the Cultural Alliance Center.  Mayor White 

asks for patience from the council and the public as this process continues and encourages the 

audience to attend Police Jury meetings.  Mayor White asks Councilwoman Terry Broussard to 

abstain from voting as she is an employee of the Vermilion Parish Police Jury. 

-23 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr to authorize 

the Mayor to negotiate the acquisition of the property located at 200 North Magdalen Square and 

407 Charity Street from the Vermilion Parish Police Jury.  The motion was put to a vote as 

follows: 

YEAS:  3 (B. Broussard, Campbell, Hardy) 

NAYS: 1 (Plaisance) 

ABSENT: 0 

ABSTAIN: 1 (T. Broussard) 

Therefore, the motion carried. 

Public Works Director Chris Gautreaux 

- Candidates who are putting out political signs need to ensure that they are not in the 

city’s right-of-way.  It’s becoming overwhelming and they will be removed if they are 

placed incorrectly. 

- Street Department recently hired two individuals who are starting on Thursday. They 

now have a total of 4 workers and 2 supervisors. 

- Schwegmann’s Building will potentially begin demolition on Thursday and Friday.  

Mayor Roslyn R. White 

- Mayor White gives Byron Dozier’s Parks and Recreation report: 

o High school baseball and softball are wrapping up next week except for when 

high school teams have home playoff games. 

o Abbeville Parks and Recreation and QSA Pony Baseball League has opening 

ceremony on Saturday at 9 AM at Ralph Sellers Field and opening day games will 

begin at 10 AM. 

- Mayor White created a utility costs and rates comparison chart that compared the prices 

of local areas in the region and their electrical providers with the City of Abbeville.  She 

found that the City of Abbeville has lower costs based on kW usage. She serves as 
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LEPA’s Board of Directors Vice-Chairman of Operations. LEPA is a board made up of 

mayors who own their own power sources. These mayors work together to purchase 

power at the best price for their customers.  The City of Abbeville once had a fixed rate 

contract for utilities, but it was not fixed as MISO rates were charged.  Mayor White 

states that it takes more energy to warm your home than to cool it.  Therefore, during the 

freeze in January, the demand for energy across the region increased which caused the 

rate of fuel to spike which is the price that the city has no control over.  In comparison to 

other companies, the City of Abbeville’s utility rates are lower as we do not charge a 

storm restoration fee.  The City of Abbeville is not under the Public Service 

Commission’s rule or authority as we own our own electrical systems as a municipal 

government. 

- Mayor White went over local events that are occurring soon: Coffee Talk with Chief 

Langlinais at the Main Fire Station on 4/9, Sounds on the Square with Ridge Runners on 

4/9, Opening Day for recreation baseball at AA Comeaux Park on 4/11, Farmers Market 

on 4/18, Community Cleanup Day from 8 AM- 12 PM on 4/18 beginning at the Christian 

Service Center, and Volleyball Jamboree and JA Spring Carnival on 4/25 at AA 

Comeaux Park. 

Police Chief Mike Hardy 

- The police department had 529 calls for service in March. 

- Thank you to Stewart Head and the electrical department for providing power to the 

police department’s new building. 

Fire Chief Doris Langlinais, Jr. 

- On 3/17, there was a fire incident at a blighted property.  It is good to tear down 

structures that are blighted and abandoned, so they no longer pose a fire risk to the 

community. 

Councilwoman Terry Broussard 

- Nehemiah Project of Acadiana and Vermilion Reach Gorup are hosting a forum for all 

campaigning candidates on 4/25. 

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. 

- Baseball tournament at AA Comeaux Park this weekend 

- On 5/2, the Rotary Club is hosting a private event in Magdalen Square, Bayou Bash. You 

can join the Rotary Club to attend the event and have all you can eat seafood. 
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Councilman Francis Plaisance 

- There was a huge bass caught at Lafitte Park that might be the state record.  He is 

working with Chris to potentially have a scale placed in the park, so that individuals can 

weigh their catches. 

-24 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to enter an 

executive session to update the Council on litigation titled Timothy Bourque, et al versus City of 

Abbeville, 15th JDC, Docket #113137.  The motion carried unanimously. 

-25 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to reconvene 

the regular meeting from the executive session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor White turns the floor over to Attorney Bart Broussard for his report on the executive 

session.  Attorney Broussard states that the executive session was primarily strategy planning 

and to provide the Council with facts and law regarding the case. The Council would need to 

decide which plan of action they would like to take in the case; however, no action was needed 

tonight based on what was discussed.  Attorney Broussard would like to add an agenda item 

regarding a plan of action for this case on the next meeting’s agenda. 

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned. 

 

ATTEST:       APPROVE:     
 
 

 
Kathleen S. Faulk      Roslyn R. White 
Secretary-Treasurer      Mayor 

 


