
City of Abbeville 

   Regular Meeting 

September 2, 2025 

 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on September 2, 2025 at 

5:30 PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State 

Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor presiding. 

 
Members Present:    Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady 
    Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony 
    Hardy 

 
Members Absent: None 

 
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney 

 Jude Mire, Fire Chief 

 Mike Hardy, Police Chief 

 Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director 

 Cristian LeJeune, Digital Media Assistant 

 Kim Touchet, Engineer 

 Todd Vincent, Engineer 

 Jordan Henagen, Attorney 

 Tommy Byler, Vermilion Parish School Superintendent 

 Denise Turner, Relay for Life 

 Linda Williams Cockrell 

 Marilyn Mitchell 

 Ravin St. Julien 

 Ahmed Soussi, SPLC attorney for NAACP 

 Pastor Riley 

 Retired Army Sargeant Paul Hardy 

           

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  She asked Pastor Riley to 

lead the assembly in prayer and asked Retired Army Sargeant Paul Hardy to lead those 

assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

-01 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to amend the 

agenda to add new business number 11 as a discussion and possible action to declare the 

property at 809 N. Lamar a public nuisance.  It presents a clear, present and immediate danger 

to the health and safety of the public and requires emergency action.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

-02 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to amend the 

agenda to add presentation number 3 to recognize a special guest, retired Army Sargeant Paul 

Hardy.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any of the agenda items prior to action.  

There were none. 

 

-03 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to accept the 

resignation of Maxia Hutchinson, Billing Specialist, effective October 31, 2025.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 



Mayor White presented a proclamation to the Relay for Life of Bayou Country.  It declared the 

dates of September 8, 2025 through September 13, 2025 as Relay for Life days in Bayou 

Country. 

 

Mr. Tommy Byler discussed the upcoming election for renewal of a tax.  It is not a new tax but a 

renewal.  The election is scheduled for 11/15/25.  The tax was originally passed in 1996 and it 

was a 10-mil property tax.  It generates about $2.5 to $3.5 million per year.  The tax is for 

transportation, instructional programs, roofing and air conditioning maintenance and 

technology.  Since 1996 they have purchased 214 buses.  Any bus with the letter M by the 

number was purchased with the proceeds from this tax.  We have purchased many digital 

subscriptions as there are no more textbooks as well as we have put new roofing and air 

conditioning at each school.  If the tax is not renewed we will lose $3 million of funding and $1.5 

million of MFP funds.  There has already been a $10.2 million cut to the budget due to charter 

schools and oil and gas revenue declines.    He asked everyone to support the renewal of the tax. 

 

Councilman Plaisance introduced retired Army Sargeant Paul Hardy.  He is a 99-year-old WWII 

Veteran.  He served six years in the military.  Mayor White added that Mr. Hardy also owned the 

Park Restaurant at one time.   

 

-04 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to enter into a public 

hearing to receive comments from the public on an ordinance to reapportion the districts in 

accordance with federal and state law.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Mr. Todd Vincent stated at the August 5, 2025 meeting map D was presented.  He refreshed 

everyone on that map.  The deviation was 6.29% with map D.  He was asked to decrease that 

deviation.  Tonight, he is presenting map D2.  The total deviation was reduced to .57%.  Both 

districts C and D both have ideal population.   

 

Mr. Ahmed Soussi commended the City Council for reducing the deviation to meet the 

requirement of One Person, One Vote but the black voter population has increased in District D.  

The community wants fair representation.  The black population is in one district.  That is unfair.  

Don’t pass this map as the community will not support it.  This is the first time he has seen this 

map. 

 

Ms. Marilyn Mitchell stated that this is the first time they see this map.  You need to unpack 

District D.  We needed to be able to view the map first. 

 

Ms. Linda Williams Cockrell appreciates the work to reduce the deviation but time is needed to 

review the map.  Community must have a say to make Abbeville better. 

 

Ms. Ravin St. Julien thanked the Council for coming back to the table but the district is still 

packed.  In time we will work on that. 

 

-05 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to close the public 

hearing and reconvene the regular meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Prior to the vote on the ordinance, Councilman Plaisance asked Councilwoman Broussard if she 

is ok with this.  Councilwoman Broussard stated that she went with the attorneys last meeting 

when Councilman Campbell asked to bring the City map and review it.  She went in with a clear 



conscience because the concern was one person, one vote.  That is why she worked on it with 

the attorney to make sure that would happen.  She is satisfied with the map because they asked 

us at the last meeting to go back and consider and drop the numbers.  That is exactly what we 

did.  Councilman Plaisance doesn’t understand why they were not notified before tonight to join 

forces with the City to make sure that was acceptable.  That is why he is asking Councilwoman 

Broussard.  Mayor White stated that, as she made clear last time, that it is this Council’s job to 

redistrict.  It is not the NAACP or SLPC.  We have consultants that have been doing this for ages 

for all of the parishes and other municipalities.  While they would like additional time to look at 

the map and bring back other proposals, this Council has done everything required by law 

including taking all of their comments from last meeting.  This Council sat in to make sure that 

we brought the deviation down and have done everything legally that we are required to do.  

Councilwoman Broussard stated that at the last meeting, Mr. Campbell said that we should 

adopt the City map but we need to go in and take a look because the deviation number was 

important.  That number is what they were asking us to come down with.  We accomplished 

that and we got in just as close as we could.  We worked diligently and with compassion.  That is 

why it is .57%.   

 

B. Broussard/Campbell 

Ordinance 25-05 

 

An ordinance to reapportion the districts in accordance with federal and state law by adopting 

map D-2. 

 

The motion was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as follows: 

 YEAS:  5(Campbell, T. Broussard, B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy) 

 NAYS:  0 

 ABSENT: 0 

 ABSTAIN: 0 

Therefore, the ordinance passed unanimously. 

 

-06 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to authorize the 

Mayor to execute the waiver and release agreement between the City of Abbeville and 

Saulsbury Industries, Inc. relative to the payment due to the City of Abbeville for bollards 

damaged by a Saulsbury Industries, Inc. truck on 8/14/2025.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-07 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve the 

purchase of transformers for stock from Sunbelt Solomon in the amount of $8,820.00.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

-08 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve the 

estimate from Bayou Fencing & Supply, Inc. in the amount of $12,512.75 for Pete Noel Electrical 

Substation.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-09 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve 

payment of estimate for partial payment number 11 (final) in the amount of $105,890.37 

payable to Glenn Lege Construction, LLC relative to the Abbeville Downtown Street 

Improvement Project.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve payment 

of estimate for partial payment number 2 in the amount of $9,500.00 payable to Preferred 

Mechanical, LLC relative to the Water Treatment Plant Improvement project.  The motion 



carried unanimously. 

 

Chief Mike Hardy presented a proposal to lease vehicles from Enterprise.  He would like to lease 

10 vehicles per year for the first two years so we can renew our fleet.  Mayor White asked what 

he still has left in his budget for vehicles.  He was not sure at this time.  Since Mayor White was 

not able to see this ahead of time, she recommended to Chief Hardy that he discuss this with the 

City Council and we bring it back for future consideration.  If this is a lease, we cannot pay it out 

of capital outlay.  We would have to pay for the lease from the general fund.  Tonight, we do not 

need any action from the Council.  Since the vehicles would be newer, the repair costs are 

expected to be lower so you move the budget from vehicle maintenance to pay the monthly 

lease amount.  It takes a little bit of time to see what those numbers are.  She will meet with the 

Chief to discuss. 

 

-11 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to ratify the 

purchase of a new CPS server PC for the AWOS at the airport at a cost of $6,634.00.  The server 

was damaged beyond repair by a lightning strike/power surge at the airport.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor White stated that Chris brought to her attention the situation at 809 N. Lamar late this 

afternoon.  We need to secure that property quickly.  Chief Jude Mire stated that they received a 

call yesterday afternoon to 809 N. Lamar because the structure was full of smoke.  The front 

door was open and some kids had thrown some fireworks into the house.  We are lucky that it 

did not burn.  We need to secure the structure.  Bart Broussard stated the property owners are 

Marion Senegal and Raymond Broussard.  Mayor White stated that we cannot condemn the 

property because we were not able to serve notice so we are asking to authorize that the 

structure be secured.  We can come back at a later time to condemn the property.  Right now, 

the property has been adjudicated to the City because of past liens and taxes not being paid.  

The property owners would have to pay all that off first and redeem it then it would have to be 

determined if it can be repaired.   

 

-12 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to declare the 

property at 809 N. Lamar a public nuisance because it presents a clear, present and immediate 

danger to the health and safety of the public and requires emergency action.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Roslyn White 

- Gave the Parks and Recreation Coordinator report since he could not be attendance tonight.  

NFL Flag football registration has closed.  Teams will be picked this week and practice will 

start this week once rosters are finalized.  Games will start around 9/22/25 at Comeaux 

Park.  Games will be played on Monday and Tuesday for six weeks.  Biddy Basketball 

registration will be available online in the next two weeks. 

- Discussed the upcoming events: 9/6/25 Volleyball Jamboree, 9/11/25 Coffee Talks with the 

Mayor with Karen Guilbeau of the Louisiana Cattle Festival Association, 9/18/25 Sounds on 

the Square, 9/20/25 Uniquely U event and Crusin’ for a Cure Car Show, 9/20/25 Farmers’ 

Market, 9/21/25 Sickle Cell T-Riders Trail ride and 9/27/25 Mrs. Peanuts’ Car Show. 

 

Police Chief Mike Hardy 

- Did the inspection on the Vermilion Parish Credit Union today. 

- Councilman Broussard stated that he was in the courthouse and an assistant district 

attorney stopped him to inquire about evidence submitted to the DA.  Is there anything that 

the Council can help with this?  Chief Hardy stated that purchasing a building would allow 



him to move officers and then he would have more room in his building for evidence.  Mayor 

White stated that there is a list of evidence that they are waiting to receive from APD.  That 

is probably what they are talking about.  She and the Chief met with the DA to discuss this.  

Mayor White asked Chief Hardy if any of that had been resolved.  Chief Hardy stated that 

about one-half has been resolved.  Councilman Broussard again said to Chief Hardy that if he 

needs the Council’s help to not allow people to walk out without charges, please let him 

know.   

 

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr. 

- Citizens in the City of Abbeville are now drinking 100% A rated water by the State of 

Louisiana.  This does not happen by accident.  It takes a lot of training and hard work.  We 

are very proud of that plant and the crew to get that rating by the state. 

 

Councilman Carlton Campbell 

- If one of the bands doesn’t show up for Sounds on the Square, he has one on standby. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned. 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVE: 

 

 

 

Kathleen S. Faulk    Roslyn White 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


