City of Abbeville
Regular Meeting
June 17, 2025

The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on June 17, 2025 at 5:30
PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street,
Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Mayor Roslyn R. White, presiding.

Members Present: Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady
Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony
Hardy
Members Absent: None
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

Mike Hardy, Police Chief

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

Cristian Leleune, Digital Media Assistant

Stewart Head, Electrical Superintendent

Kim Touchet, Engineer

Gene Sellers, Engineer

Todd Vincent, Engineer

Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, QSA
Steve Moosa, CPA

Karlee Stewart and other members of 2025 Juneteenth Queens and
Court.

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call. Mayor White asked
Councilman Francis Plaisance to lead the assembly in prayer and asked Karlee Stewart to lead
those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any agenda item prior to action. There were
none.

-01 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to table any
action to accept the recommendation to hire Fire Department personnel as the candidate had
withdrawn their application. The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor White notified the City Council that the Equipment Operator | has been terminated. We
will open that position for advertisement tomorrow.

-02 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to accept the
resignation of Robert Riggs from the Abbeville Police Department. The motion carried
unanimously.

Chief Hardy stated that a couple of meetings ago, a part-time police officer was hired. There is
an ordinance pertaining to part-time pay. They can work no more than 24 hours per week and
they shall make the same pay as a beginning police officer. If he is a post-certified officer, he
will make $22.69 per hour and if he is a not post-certified officer, he will make $19.23 per hour.
Mayor White stated that when we hired Shane Meaux, Chief Hardy had stated on the record
that the pay would be just a little over 511 per hour. She informed the Chief of the ordinance



and the individual will be paid money owed to him. No action is necessary.

Mayor White and Councilwoman Broussard recognized the 2025 Juneteenth Queens and Court.

-03 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to ratify bills paid
in the month of May 2025. The motion carried unanimously.

-04 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the May
2025 budget to actual report. The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Steve Moosa presented a graph presentation of the audit from the fiscal year ended
December 31, 2024. It was a clean opinion and there were no findings.

-05 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the audit
for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2024. The motion carried unanimously.

704 S. St. Valerie — no one was present to represent the property. Chris Gautreaux stated that

the property has been brought up to the City Council several times. It has already been
condemned.

-06 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to authorize
acceptance of bids to demolish and clean up property at 704 S. St. Valerie and to bring the bids
back to the City Council for award. The motion carried unanimously.

-07 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the
Emergency Debris Removal contracts from June 1, 2025 through May 31, 2026. The motion
carried unanimously.

-08 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve the
contract with Primeaux, Soirez, Touchet and Associates, LLC for extraordinary emergency
recovery events from June 1, 2025 through May 31, 2026. The motion carried unanimously.

-09 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve change
order number 7 relative to the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement Project. The change
order reduces the contract by $17,942.62. The motion carried unanimously.

-10 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve
payment of partial payment estimate number 10 in the amount of $79,403.38 payable to Glenn
Lege Construction, LLC relative to the Downtown Abbeville Street Improvement Project. The
motion carried unanimously.

Hardy/Plaisance
Resolution R25-21

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to accept the Abbeville Downtown Street Improvement
Project as complete and to sign the certificate of substantial completion.

The motion carried unanimously.

Campbell/T. Broussard
Resolution R25-22



A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute and submit all necessary documents relative to
the Fiscal Year 2024 Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grant program for Charity Street.

The motion was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as follows:

YEAS: 4(Campbell, T. Broussard, B. Broussard, Hardy)
NAYS: 1(Plaisance)

ABSENT: 0

ABSTAIN: 0

Therefore, the motion carried.

Prior to the final vote, Mayor White explained that we submitted a grant application to the Safe
Streets For All grant program. This is a planning and demonstration grant. It is not for
construction yet. We are taking Charity Street from the state and it will become a local street.
She discussed the statistics from the fatality and accident data they received. We thought it
would be prudent to look at Charity Street because it will probably be the next one transferred
to us from the state. We need to look at how we can enhance the pedestrian, cyclists and
vehicle safety especially knowing that we have over 80 children that go to J. H. Williams that
bicycle and walk to school from all over town. We put in the grant application and we were
selected. We will do a demonstration similar to what we did downtown to test some concepts
and figure out if there are some changes we want to make ahead of the roadwork that will be
done on Charity. The state will overlay the road before it is transferred to us. The grant is
$160,000 for planning and design work. It is federal highway dollars from US DOT and our
match is 540,000 of in-kind. This means employee hours and volunteers. There should be no
out-of-pocket costs for the demonstration or the design and planning work. The goal is to have
a really good plan in place so that when we get the money to do Lyman and Charity, we will
know what we want to do with Charity. We have the feedback from the public and what they
would like to see on Charity Street from the master plan but his will allow us to get more
feedback from the community. Councilman Plaisance stated that he is not in favor of the City
taking over the roads. It will ease the maintenance burden of the state but the City will have to
maintain it. It is not cost effective to do the transfer. Mayor White stated that she appreciates
his comments and thoughts however the road transfer was completed in November of 2023.
We won’t accept Charity Street until the state fixes it. The state is very far behind with their
maintenance. This will set a standard of what we want the local road to be so that when the
state comes in to overlay on their dollar, they will build it to the standard that we require. This
standard holds personal safety above every thing else. If you are fiscally responsible and you
get your roads on a maintenance program where you are actually chipping and sealing as
opposed to reconstructing, your cost to maintain your roads is much lower.

Mr. Todd Vincent began a discussion pertaining to the FY 2023 LCDBG Demolition Grant
properties. Bids were received in two phases. Phase | were the asbestos properties and that bid
was $297,350.00 and Phase Il were the non-asbestos properties and that bid was for
5$79,300.00. The grant budget is 5286,550.00. The asbestos testing took 530,000 of those
funds. If we were to award both bids, the project would be $120,000 over budget. We have
requested additional funds but there are none available. The only other option is to remove
some of the structures to bring it into budget. Mayor White distributed suggestions of what
structures to remove. She asked the City Council to review the suggested changes and get with
her by the next meeting with their ideas.

-11 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve the
estimate from Covington Sales & Services, Inc. in the amount of $5,447.00 to repair the street



sweeper. The motion carried unanimously.

-12 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to ratify the City of

Abbeville Electrical Crew’s site preparation work for the Water Plant at an estimated cost of

$32,000.00. This will place electrical underground before the planned renovation. The motion

carried unanimously.

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

Councilman Plaisance asked about Schewgmann’s again. Chris stated that the property has
been sold and it has been subdivided. He made them bushhog the lot and they did that fast.
There is new construction that is being worked on now as far as planning. It has been
brought to the Planning Commission for approval. They should start within the next few
weeks. It is a plasma center. It will be a new building and a new development. He does not
know if any of the rest of the parcels have been sold. He was never approached about
tackling the Schwegmann building itself. He does not know if it is in bad enough shape to
condemn it. Just because we don’t like the way it looks doesn’t mean it needs to be
condemned. Councilman Plaisance stated that one of the problems he has about that is that
Rose’s leaving. They are leaving because the owner of the building is not doing what they
need to do to the inside. People that own these buildings are not maintaining them. We
don’t want to lose businesses. Chris stated that we would need an ordinance stating that as
soon as Rose’s moves out, we don’t put power back to the building. He does not believe we
have something in place. Mayor White stated that the Council is the legislative body that
needs to set ordinances. We don’t have a legal mechanism right now to be able to go into
that building, other than the fire marshal for fire safety hazards, and shut it down. This is a
legal civil situation between a private building owner and a private tenant. For us to be able
to do the things that you want, we need to set a minimum standard and we need to set a
policy in place. There is a special class that the fire department will attend and then they
will be able to go in legally and inspect these buildings according to the standards that the
Council would adopt. Chief Jude Mire stated that it is a commercial business inspection class
that is taking place in November. He would be able to go into these businesses and make
sure they are following the rules. It they are not, then he can get with the state fire marshal
and shut them down. Mayor White stated that it would take the Council to bring up an
ordinance that would set a minimum standard, commercial and residential, and then the
Fire Chief and his team would go on an annual basis and inspect these commercial
properties. If they would not continue to meet the standards set forth by the ordinance,
then they would have to bring it up to that standard before you turn power on or give them
their occupational license. In West Monroe, they have a sub-body that adopted a set of
minimum living standards. It is tied to their electrical department. Before you can put
power to a residence, it is inspected according to those minimum living standards that were
set by the board and approved by their Council. You could not turn on power unless it met
all those standards. It is in line with the HUD Section 8 requirements. Somebody is supposed
to go into the house to make sure there are no holes in the floor or no mold in the roof and
other requirements on the residential property before a voucher can be used. What she has
learned is that there are no checks and balances on the state or federal level to make sure
where the vouchers are being used are being inspected. Their people who are supposed to
be inspecting the property are not. It will take this Council and our government to dedicate
funds and personnel to do that and set the rules. | wish we had something in place. We
need to work towards it. As far as the thing with Rose’s, that is a civil issue between a
private property owner and their tenant. If the tenant has issues with the lease or property,
they would have to bring them to court for it. We do not have building inspectors at this
time. Chris stated that he will try to ride by the building (Schwegmann) to see if it is open



and make an inspection. He will get with Bart to see if he can do a condemnation on it if
that is necessary. It will be a lot of work so if it is brought up again, please support him.
Mayor White stated that we have seen a repeated pattern of enforcement doing all the
work and then it comes before the Council and they don’t take action. That is a lot of
wasted resources. Chris stated that if he sees homeless people hanging out there, then he
can do something. Councilman Plaisance asked that Chris get a drone to take an aerial
picture of the roof.

Bryon Dozier, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, QSA

June 7 and 8, we had a 2D tournament. We had 2,150 people in Comeaux Park. Abbeville
was busy.

June 18 through June 22 we will have 23 teams for the ARPD and QSA Pony Sectional District
Tournament.

Beginning June 23 and the following three weekends, we are planning to have a high school
baseball showcase tournament.

Mayor Roslyn R. White

City Hall will be closed on June 19% for Juneteenth Day.

The Farmers Market will be held on June 21%.

The next Coffee Talks with the Mayor will be held July 10t at Starbucks. The new Abbeville
school principals will be our guests. We will be collecting gently used uniforms as well as
non-perishable food items for the students.

We are accepting applications for the Abbeville Mayor’s Youth Council until 8/31/25.
Thank you to our legislators. They just finished session. It is not an easy task. It does not
always end in the way they intend it to but they work very hard for us. We have a great
group of legislators that are working really hard for our area. They don’t get paid a lot of
money for what they do and it is a lot of time away from families so please thank them
when you see them. If you have a problem with the way they voted, please call them and
talk to them directly instead of talking about is on social media.

We have a new intern, Evan Touchet. He was in the Mayor’s Youth Council. He will be
leaving for college mid-August.

Mike Hardy, Police Chief

At the last Council meeting we had a resident complain North Main Street and 5% Street.

We set up a speed machine that we were loaned from the Town of Maurice. We counted
the number of cars that went through there and how many were speeding through there.
The first week we put the equipment on Main Street in front of John Valdatero’s house.
96.79% of the cars were driving under the speed limit. On the second week, we parked the
equipment on 5% Street in front of Mrs. Sonnier’s house. 99.82% of the cars drove under the
speed limit. On both of these weeks, we had one vehicle that drove extremely fast. We have
a description of the vehicle. We have our officers looking for it. It is a black sedan. We are
hoping to get a license plate number from one of our cameras in town. They were driving 85
MPH on Main Street in the late afternoon. They were driving 75 MPH on 5% Street. We can
charge them with reckless operation because of the excessive speed and they can go to jail.
We have a tip of where the vehicle goes. Please contact APD if you see this vehicle in the
neighborhood. This is dangerous. This is someone that knows they are being watched and
intentionally runs the stop signs and speeds excessively. The number of cars that passed in
one week is 700-800 cars. Mayor White stated that if anyone has questions about this to
speak to the Chief after the meeting.



Councilman Carlton Campbell
- Juneteenth is coming and we would like everyone to participate and be safe.

Councilwoman Terry Broussard
- She highlighted the history and importance of Juneteenth. It recognizes the emancipation of
enslaved people.
- Will have Save the Ville at McKinely Scott Park on Saturday.

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr.

- Heis talking about a movie pertaining to the Mayor of Abbeville, France. Tourism
promotion and our culture is something that makes us unique and is recognized by every
French speaking area of the world. The people in Abbeville, France want to meet us. He met
with them and they will come to us for the Grand Revais on October 11, 2025. This is where
a lot of our people came from and they are interested in getting to know us. They want to
twin with us and increase the exchange between us and them. Go look at the guest book at
the Cultural Center and see France, Belgium, Quebec, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
other French speaking areas of the world.

Councilman Francis Plaisance
- Thanked Mayor White for keeping our City running smoothly.

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned.

ATTEST: APPROVE:

Kathleen S. Faulk Roslyn R. White
Secretary-Treasurer Mavyor



