City of Abbeville
Regular Meeting
August 19, 2025

The Mayor and Council of the City of Abbeville met in regular session on August 19, 2025 at 5:30
PM, at the regular meeting place, the Council Meeting Room, located at 101 North State Street,
Abbeville, Louisiana, with the Honorable Roslyn R. White, Mayor presiding.

Members Present: Council Members: Carlton Campbell, Terry Broussard, Brady
Broussard, Jr., Mayor Pro-Tem, Francis Plaisance and Tony
Hardy
Members Absent: None
Also, Present: Bart Broussard, City Attorney

Jude Mire, Fire Chief

Mike Hardy, Police Chief

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

Cristian Leleune, Digital Media Assistant

Kim Touchet, Engineer

Todd Vincent, Engineer

Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Director, QSA
Linda Williams Cockrell

Tara Touchet, Community Wellness

Mayor White called the meeting to order and requested a roll call. She asked Ms. Linda
Williams Cockrell to lead the assembly in prayer and asked Councilman Campbell to lead those
assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor White asked if there were any comments on any of the agenda items prior to action.
There were none.

-01 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve the July
2025 budget to actual report. The motion carried unanimously.

-02 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to ratify the costs, not
to exceed $25,000.00, to reroute the water line at the old Schwegmann property. The motion
carried unanimously.

-03 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to ratify the City’s
decision to exercise the first option to extend the intergovernmental agreement with the
Vermilion Parish Police Jury for the lease of the Cultural and Alliance Center. The motion
carried unanimously.

Bart’s opinion is that the City already exercised the option to renew for the first term by
remaining in the building and paying the rent.

Hardy/Plaisance
Resolution R25-25

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an electrical servitude agreement with Erath
Sugar Company.



The motion carried unanimously.

-04 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Ms. Terry Broussard to approve a
special event permit for Community Wellness to hold the Community Wellness Volleyball
Jamboree on September 6, 2025 from 7 AM to 7 PM at Badon Field at A. A. Comeaux Park. The
motion carried unanimously.

-05 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Carlton Campbell to approve the
special event permit for BayouXchan and Bowzer Family to hold the Bowzer Trail ride and
Family Event beginning November 14, 2025 through November 16, 2025 at the Red Barn from
12 PM to 9 PM. The special event permit is needed for the trail ride to access the City street.
The motion carried unanimously.

B. Broussard/Campbell
Resolution R25-26

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute all documents pertaining to the GA Maintenance
2025 agreement for the airport.

The motion carried unanimously.

-06 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve change
order number 3 relative to the Graceland Avenue Street and Sidewalk Improvements Project.
The change order reduces the contract price by $17,256.62. The motion carried unanimously.

-07 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. to approve
payment of partial payment estimate number 10 in the amount of $23,237.38 payable to Glenn
Lege Construction, LLC relative to the Graceland Avenue Street and Sidewalk Improvements
Project. The motion carried unanimously.

T. Broussard/Hardy
Resolution R25-27

A resolution of acceptance authorizing the Mayor to execute a notice of acceptance relative to
the Graceland Avenue Street and Sidewalk Improvements Project.

The motion carried unanimously.

-08 introduced by Mr. Carlton Campbell and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve
change order number 1 relative to the Runway Lighting Upgrade Project at the airport. The
change order increases the contract price by $19,056.53. The motion carried unanimously.

-09 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve payment
of partial payment number 4 in the amount of $19,501.23 payable to Ernest P. Breaux
Electrical, LLC relative to the Runway Lighting Upgrade Project at the airport. The motion
carried unanimously.

Plaisance/T. Broussard
Resolution R25-28

A resolution of acceptance authorizing the Mayor to execute a notice of acceptance relative to



the Runway Lighting Upgrade Project.
The motion carried unanimously.

-10 introduced by Mr. Tony Hardy and seconded by Mr. Francis Plaisance to approve payment
of partial payment number 1 in the amount of $129,437.50 payable to Preferred Mechanical
LLC relative to the Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project. The motion carried
unanimously.

Mayor White requested the City Council members to submit two names for the Abbeville Harbor
and Terminal District Board to fill one vacancy created by the death of Tim Creswell. Mr.
Creswell’s term was to expire on June 30, 2028. The Council members submitted the names of
Michael Bertrand, Corey Lege and Leroy Plowden, Jr. Mayor White first took a vote for the first
name submitted, Michael Bertrand. She then took a vote for the second name submitted, Corey
Lege. Since both of those nominations carried, no vote was necessary for Leroy Plowden, Jr.

-11 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to submit the name of
Michael Bertrand to the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District to fill the vacancy created by the
death of Mr. Tim Creswell. The motion was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as

follows:
YEAS: 4(Campbell, B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy)
NAYS: 1(T. Broussard)
ABSENT: 0
ABSTAIN: 0

Therefore, the motion carried.

-12 introduced by Ms. Terry Broussard and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to submit the name of
Corey Lege to the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District to fill the vacancy created by the death
of Mr. Tim Creswell. The motion was put to a vote and the vote thereupon was as follows:

YEAS: 4(T. Broussard, B. Broussard, Plaisance, Hardy)
NAYS: 1(Campbell)

ABSENT: 0

ABSTAIN: 0

Therefore, the motion carried.

-13 introduced by Mr. Francis Plaisance and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to approve the 2025
budget amount of $5,000.00 for the Hope to Home Initiative. The motion carried unanimously.

Chris Gautreaux, Public Works Director

- The Dollar Store on Park Avenue is getting a new fence.

- The pothole patching project is complete in districts A, B and D. We are starting in district C
now.

- Changed the signage on Graceland Avenue since the project is nearly complete. He will one-
way Nugier as this was approved by the City Council a while back.

- Councilman Plaisance asked about the property that has been adjudicated to the city. Chris
stated that there are not as many as the police jury. Mayor White stated that she believes
that there are around 90 properties that have been adjudicated to the police jury in the city
limits. Councilman Plaisance asked about grass cutting of those properties adjudicated to
the city. Chris stated that the guys worked overtime on Sunday. They cut 38 properties.
That is their two-week cycle. There are another 38 properties on the next cycle. It is mostly
lawn mowing. Sometimes they have to get in there with a weed eater because you don’t



know what is in there. The ones that have been cut before, we know what is in there. Code
enforcement is a beast right now. The grass is growing and neighbors are reporting
neighbors. Some of these things are civil so we get with Bart and if he says it is civil we turn
it back over to the property owner to decide on their own what they will do. Councilman
Plaisance stated it would be a good idea to look at selling those properties. Mayor White
stated that we do everything legally that we can to offload properties. The properties that
we are stuck with are the ones that have not been through the legal process or the liens are
higher than the marketable title. The state legislature just passed a law that allows for the
creation of land trusts to deal with blighted properties in Louisiana. She was on a
conference call last week to see if this is an opportunity and how other states and cities have
used land trusts to transfer those properties’ clear title and get them marketable and put
them back on the market. She transferred the information over to Bart. It will not be a fast
process but you can probably expect her to bring that idea back to the Council for
consideration on a way to handle these large amounts of property and issues with families
not wanting to open a succession and trying to find a more effective way to try to deal with
both abandoned and blighted properties in Abbeville. When we have a city sale, the
property owner has three years to come back and reclaim their property, pay all the liens
and reimburse the individual that bought it at a tax sale. When you buy a property at a tax
sale, you are not really buying the property. It is a broken process. When you are buying it,
you are really just buying a percentage of the title of the property. It sits in adjudication for
three years. For three years it is in limbo. At the end of three years, they have to spend a lot
of money clearing the title on the property. Itis a very long and extended process. Some
families don’t want to deal with the property so they just leave it. It is a big burden for the
city and for the residents that live next door to the property. Bart added that you can’t do
anything with the property until after the redemption period is over and after that you still
have to file suit to get a clear title. Mayor White stated that there is a quick claim deed
which allows you to do stuff to the property but you can’t go and take a mortgage on the
property. She is looking for more effective solutions to deal with this.

Byron Dozier, Parks and Recreation Director, QSA

They are working on new contracts to bring in more organizations to use the Comeaux Park
facility.

QSA has secured a spot to be one of 7 host sites for the USSSA All State Games from 7/28/26
through 8/2/26. Last years event hosted 2170 athletes, 192 teams and ages 8U-14U. They
had teams from every state except New York, New Hampshire, Delaware, Wyoming,
Montana, North Dakota, South Carolina, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Maryland, Connecticut and Rhode Island.

Flag Football is still ongoing. The season starts 9/15/25.

Mayor Roslyn R. White

Discussed the current employment openings the City has.

We received many applications for the Mayor’s Youth Council so we are going through
those.

City Hall will be closed 9/1/25 for Labor Day.

The Volleyball Jamboree will be held on 9/6/25 at A. A. Comeaux Park.

There is a quilting exhibit currently at the Cultural Center.

Coffee Talk with the Mayor is 9/11/25.

Uniquely U event will be held at A. A. Comeaux Park on 9/20/25.

Cristian LeJeune discussed the emergency alert system.

Recognized Mayor Bourgeois of Jeanerette and his wife Margaret who were in the audience.



Mike Hardy, Police Chief
- He and Councilman Broussard did a visual inspection of the building behind the police
station. He recommends that we have it inspected and make an offer. They will most likely
take less than they are asking. Mayor White told Chief Hardy that he could have it inspected
and bring it back to the Council.

Councilman Brady Broussard, Jr.

- Discussed the Community Wellness Volleyball Tournament. The Rotary Club of Abbeville will
be cooking hamburgers.

- Sounds on the Square begins in September.

- Uniquely U is going on 9/20/25.

- The Louisiana Cattle Festival is scheduled from 10/3/25 through 10/5/25.

- Grand Reveil Acadien of 2025 on October 11, 2025 in Magdalen Square. The Mayor of Paris
France will be here.

- The Giant Omelette Celebration will be held on 11/1/25 through 11/2/25.

Councilwoman Terry Broussard
- Thanked the barbers and beauticians who donated their time to provide hair cuts to
students starting school.

Councilman Carlton Campbell
- Thanked Byron and Kristin for their great job they did today.

-14 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to enter into
executive session to discuss pending litigation. The motion carried unanimously.

-15 introduced by Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Tony Hardy to reconvene the
regular meeting from executive session. The motion carried unanimously.

Bart explained that the executive session was held to discuss litigation between the Abbeville
Police Department and the City of Abbeville. We met with the lawyer from Baton Rouge and we
have made some decisions on how to proceed. We will need some information to be gathered
before we ask the Council for a formal motion to proceed. We will work on getting that
information to you and once we have that, we will bring it back to the Council for some direction.

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor White declared this meeting adjourned.

ATTEST: APPROVE:

Kathleen S. Faulk Roslyn R. White
Secretary-Treasurer Mayor






