
 

 

 

 

CEDAR FALLS CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2018 

5:50 PM 
 
 

 
 

1. Library Board of Trustees interview (Evan Renfro).  
(5 Minutes) 
 

2. On-street parking regulations for trailers. 
(15 Minutes) 
 

3. Butchering/harvesting animals within city limits. 
(15 Minutes) 
 

4. Recreation/Aquatics Programs. 
(20 Minutes) 
 

5. Bills & Payroll.  
(5 Minutes) 
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   DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND BUSINESS OPERATIONS 
 

CITY OF CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
220 CLAY STREET 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 50613 
PHONE 319-273-8600 
FAX 319-268-5126 

     M E M O R A N D U M 
Legal Services Division 

 

 TO: Honorable Mayor James P. Brown and City Council 

 FROM: Kevin Rogers, City Attorney 

 DATE: February 15, 2018 

 SUBJECT:  Possible Ordinance Amendments—Parking; Butchering Animals in the    
   City 
 
On December 18, 2017, two matters were referred to staff for review and 
recommendation.  One matter has to do with commercial vehicles and trailers parked on 
city streets.  The second matter has to do with butchering animals within the city limits 
of Cedar Falls. 
 
I have reviewed ordinances from most of the larger cities in Iowa, I have made contact 
with the Iowa Municipal Attorneys Association, I have conducted internet research, and I 
have consulted with Cedar Falls public safety and code enforcement officials, and would 
offer the following for your consideration. 
 
PARKING 
 
 
Cedar Falls Code of Ordinances § 26-269 provides as follows: 
 

Except as otherwise provided, trucks of a gross capacity of one ton or 
more shall not park upon the streets or municipal parking lots of the 
city. 
 

The first problem with this ordinance is that it is unclear what the term “gross capacity” 
refers to.  Hauling capacity?  Towing capacity?  The second problem with this ordinance 
is that it is too broad.  If it were to be enforced literally, then many vehicles and 
equipment carrying out necessary, routine, everyday tasks would be in violation, 
including trucks making deliveries, service vehicles, maintenance equipment, etc., 
including city vehicles and equipment. 
 
Large vehicle parking is a topic covered in virtually all of the city ordinances that I 
reviewed.  The approach taken by other cities varies somewhat, but regulation by other 
cities of such large vehicle parking generally encompasses three basic aspects:  1) 
description of the vehicle;  2) time limit (very few do this); and  3) exceptions. 
 
In order to avoid any issues with definitions of vehicle types, the best approach is to use 
the terms already listed and defined in Iowa Code Chapter 321 dealing with Motor 
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Vehicles. 
 
Recommendation:  Considering other city ordinances as well as internal review and 
recommendations, the following ordinance is recommended for adoption: 
  

No person shall park a motor home, camper, travel trailer, fifth-wheel 
travel trailer, motor sports recreational vehicle, boat, off road utility 
vehicle, manufactured or mobile home, all-terrain vehicle, semi-tractor, 
semi-trailer, bus, tank vehicle, special truck, multipurpose vehicle, 
motor truck, road tractor, truck tractor, commercial motor vehicle, 
commercial vehicle, commercial trailer, panel delivery truck, light 
delivery truck other than pickup, implement of husbandry, special 
mobile equipment, construction equipment, or any other trailer capable 
of transporting any of the above, on any public street or right of way or 
in any public parking lot at any time.  This section does not apply to 
persons actively loading or unloading, or to persons actively engaged 
in providing services or conducting operations for or upon adjacent or 
nearby premises, provided that such persons are otherwise legally 
parked. 

 
 
ANIMAL CARCASSES 
 

                     Outdoor Butchering of Animals 
 

Currently the Cedar Falls Code of Ordinances does not specifically regulate the 
butchering of animals for personal consumption1 within the city limits.  And it is not my 
impression that the activity itself of processing foodstuffs is the concern.  Rather, it is 
performing the activity outdoors within eyesight of neighbors and other people which is 
the concern. 
 
Direct Regulation   
 
The best approach to this issue seems to be to simply prohibit this activity or else 
require that it be done out of sight.  Although no city ordinances were found in Iowa that 
address this activity by way of ordinance, I found a few across the country that do so.  
The city will have determined as a matter of the city’s inherent power to address public 
safety and welfare that this type of activity should not take place in someone’s yard. 
 

                                                           
1 Slaughtering for sale to the public is regulated by state and federal law 

-6-

Item 2. 



Page 3 
 

Some ordinances require that processing be done only by licensed slaughterhouses.  I 
do not have the impression that this is a policy that the city wishes to pursue. 
 
Also it should be noted that the proposed ordinance would apply to areas zoned 
Agricultural within the city limits. 
 
Recommendation:  The following ordinance could be adopted if the city wishes to 
regulate this activity: 
 

No person shall within the city limits slaughter, butcher or process any 
animal or fowl on public property or, within the sensory perception of any 
person not on the same premises, on private property.  In addition, any 
remains must be disposed of in a sanitary manner and in accordance with 
the law.     
 

Disposal of Animal Carcasses 
 
A closely related subject is addressed in § 6-9 of the Code of Ordinances.  This section 
provides: 
 
                    It shall be unlawful for any person to leave unburied within the city for more 

than six hours after death the carcass or any part thereof of any animal 
dying on his/her premises, or any animal of which he/she was the owner or 
over which he/she had control at the time of its death.  All such carcasses 
shall be buried outside the city limits in the ground at a depth of at least 
four feet. 

 
This ordinance has enforceability problems in that in many cases it cannot be proven 
that the animal died on a person’s premises, and most of the time it cannot be proven 
that the person owned or had control over the animal at the time of its death. 
 
There is another problem with the ordinance in that it directs residents to bury dead 
animals outside the city limits, over which the city has no jurisdiction. 
 
Finally, the ordinance does not address the situation where dead animals are simply 
thrown into the street or taken to a park or other public place and left there. 
 
Iowa Code § 167.18 allows several means of disposal of dead animals such as by 
composting, cooking, burying or burning.  There are also licensed animal disposal 
services.  And the City may arrange for disposal.  I do not believe that it is necessary to 
set forth all of these possibilities in the ordinance. 
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Finally, Iowa Code § 167.12(7) allows for disposal of dead animals within 24 hours. 
 
Recommendation:  The Ordinance should be amended to clarify its terms as follows: 
 

No person shall place or allow to be placed any dead animal or fowl in any 
public right of way or other public place in the city.  No person shall allow 
any dead animal or fowl which the person owned or had control over at 
the time death to remain in any public right of way or other public place for 
more than twenty-four hours after death.  No person shall allow any dead 
animal or fowl to remain on such person’s premises for more than twenty-
four hours after death.  Such persons, and all other persons in possession 
of a dead animal or fowl within the city, shall properly dispose of such 
dead animal or fowl within twenty-four hours. 

 
                   Let me know if you have any questions.  
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Recently upgraded recreation software. 
 
• Combined software for Recreation Center, Hearst 

Center for the Arts, Visitor/Tourism 
• Membership Sales 

• Recreation & Hearst 
• Facility Check-In 

• Recreation & Hearst 
• Point of Sale 

• Recreation, Hearst, V&T, Pools 
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1.New flooring 
2.New paint 
3.New electrical, cable and network 

cables 
4.New Cardio Equipment 

• 8 Treadmills 
• 3 ARC Trainers 
• 2 Octane Lateral Trainers 
• 7 Ascent Trainers 
• 2 Rowing Machines 
• 1 Recumbent Bike 
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Track – Cardio Loft 

1.New electrical, cable and network cables 
2.Select cardio equipment from the fitness 

room moved to the track cardio area. 
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Fitness Loft 

1.Flooring Cleaned 
2.Some shelving removed 
3.New electrical, cable and network cables 
4.New Cardio Equipment 

• 3 Climbmills 
• 3 Expresso Bikes2 Octane  
• 4 Recumbent Bikes 
• 2 Upright Bikes 
• 1 Stepper 
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2012 2013 2104 2015 2016 2017 
2,322 2,588 2,343 2,224 1,951 1,981 -17-
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2012 2013 2104 2015 2016 2017 
266,362 293,441 275,424 261,592 240,270 229,861 -18-
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Recreation Center Rooms 
Fit Gym     11 
Meeting Room   14 
Multi Purpose Room 50 (28 rentals, 22 birthday parties) 
Whole Facility   7  (6 church nights & 1 post prom) 
 
Beach House   29 (Non North Shore or Sturgis Related) 
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377 Shelter Rentals in 2017 
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• New Floatables were added to inventory. 1 placed 
immediately into service. 

• New Sand chairs have been added around the Zero Depth 
pool replacing lounge style. 

• New digital signage out front of facility on corner of Main 
and Jennings Drive. 

• MaxGalaxy Software was added to concession stand and 
cashier booth. 
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Summer Family Pass    1,101 
Summer Youth Pass    140 
Summer Child Care Provider Pass 104 
Summer Adult Pass     81 
Summer Senior Pass    17 
Summer Lap Swim Pass   17 
Winter Adult Pass     56 
Winter Family Pass     46 
Winter Senior Pass     3 
Winter Youth Pass     3 
 

Calendar Year 2017 Revenue 
 

$252,600.50 
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Paid Infant     2,314 
Paid Youth     32,926 
Paid Adult     17,862 
Season Passes Scanned 38,443 
Doggy Dip (Adults)   432 
 
Total Attendance   84,378  
(84,686 counting the 308 dogs for Doggy Dip) 
 
Total Gate Intake $282,242.31 
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Top 5 Sellers 
 
Pizza   7,633 
Shaved Ice  5,197 
Bosco Sticks 5,006 
Dippin Dots  4,914 
 

$93,198.23 

-43-

Item
 4. 



Combined Gate and Concessions for 2017 
$375,440.54 

 
$3,171.26 daily average. 
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2017 
Spring Lesson Enrollment – 206 

Summer Lesson Enrollment – 1,144 
Total youth enrollment – 1,350 
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Questions? 
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	AGENDA
	1. Library Board of Trustees interview (Evan Renfro). 

(5 Minutes)
	[Library - Renfro 2-10-18.pdf]

	2. On-street parking regulations for trailers.

(15 Minutes)
	[Memo-Possible Ordinance Amendments (parking-butchering animals)- Mayor and Council (02-14-18)-REVISED.pdf]

	3. Butchering/harvesting animals within city limits.

(15 Minutes)
	4. Recreation/Aquatics Programs.

(20 Minutes)
	[2018 Presentation to Council b.pdf]

	5. Bills & Payroll. 

(5 Minutes)
	[Daily Invoices 021918.pdf]
	[Council Invoices 021918.pdf]


